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zJA HERE. is not any Judicjous Scots: man f unlefs he be ot. 
© ther Unjult or Invidious ) who will not readily acknow- 
ledge, that the Author hath been at a great deal of pains, to 

clucidat that Snitjeft Matter, which had lyen very Ob- 


ſcure nee out Reformation from Popety; too many both Chuteh Men 
add men of Law, remaining meer ſtrangers to the ſtudy of the Ca- 


non Lavy; as lying out of their Road ( as they ſuppoſed) becauſe the 


Authority chereof vvas daniſhed with the Pope; yea many Ignorants 


( who are ſuperſtiriovs in avoidiag Superſtition ) did palliat their S2- 
criledgs with that wild fancy, that the Temporalities and Spititualites 
of Eccleſialtick benefices, were alſo exiled with chat Roman. Pon- 
tife, as ſo many rags of the beaft, yer roo many of tàeſe beaftly' 
men, Judged them a very handfom Ornament, when ſhelltterzd under 
the livery of a Laick, and dignified with the Glorious tit e of a Loy d · 
Sip of Erefion* © © ; he | 

Before we give 2 particular accconnt of theſe few Annotarions on 
this elaborar Work, it is Gt to de told, that probably Some Errors are 
meerly Typographick It is alfo poſſible, that ( beſide too many 


Tautologies ) the Yearred Author hath be en Odnoxiouy to Some 
miliakes and defects, for Humanum oft lali, u bring an eld Maxim 
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fy 
_ before his time, uſed ro ſay, Non pudeat ad Meliora tranfire, eſpecial- 
ly, when theſe-betcer things are polaned by a Friendly.hand, aud 3 


ö N 2 
Aliguands bonus dormitat Homer ws, Neither was the great St. As. 


* 


Sipcete Lover of Truth. PETR 7-4 Wy ES ED 
Fage 5 cap. . At the he; inning; He truly Narrats the firfe Ocea - 
non ot MON ACHIS M among Chuittians, Vet might alſo have 
added a werd ar to concerning the firſt Founders ot A nachorites 
Cor Eremites ) as contradiſtinguiſned from thoſe that are uſually 


. termed. Monks ( fot perſecution gata the rife io both;) Some Popiſh 


Wricers make their gra no leſs antieni than the two famous Prophets 
in tae Old Teſtameby, the Matter and. Settant, viz; Elijah, and E/:/be,” 
whom they find often fitting on Mount Carmel in à ſolitary polture: 
Others make Foba ibe "Baptiſt the Father of the Chriſtian Monks, and 
Imagine the Jewilh Efers deſcribed by Philo, to have been ſo ma · 
ny Chrifiian Moneflicks: Bur the moſt Judictous Antiquaries both 
Proteſtants & R:manilty, ſeek no higher Epochs, than St. Pau the fuſt 
Ertmit, & St. Antony. the Father of the Monks; tor as St. Hierom. 
tells inthe hiſtory ot their lives (and many other Church Hiftorians )' 
they flad to the deſerts of THD: upon the account of Perſecution, 
(I mean the It raiſed by the Emperout Decias ] where Paul ſived 
m. any years alone, ard dyed withogt Company, except Aston, there - 
fore termed the ſult Eremite. Aarony alſo lived a long time in 2 
Sol ita : y Cell, but at laſt was perſwaded 20 admitt of ſome Com- 
pany with him, in regard of which aſſociation, he is uſually tetmed 
the Faber of Monachiſm, and it is to this Society, that the Nume- 
tous Monks of Nit, ia Oun their Origirall. | 

Page 6. Simeon Sty/ites or Of the Pillar, Is ſaid to have lived in 
the x. Century. this was a Ty pographick errour, and | find is cor- 
reQcd among ihe Errata, for chat ttrange Mortibei lived indeed 2 
bout the beginning of the 5b. Century ; bur fince our Author juſily 
diiproves hit exceiſive mot iſication, he Perching like an Owl oa 
the cp of a Pillar, for ihe tpice of 40 years ; be might have ad- 
ded, that he B:ſh-p of the Dioceſs was of his Judgement, as to 
thc Succeflor ot Simeon and that mas Ore Dane/Sty/zre, who mount - 
el that prodigicus rillar atier ihe Death of his predecefior, and be- 


gin to 1d all his fcimer Aulerides; but ihe Biſhop gn 


Pd 


C3; +) 1 | 1 
, did break that Chain and told this veluntary- priſoner, . that | 
he munumitted bim from bis ſuperſtitions pzgeantriey and that (4 | 
ln 2 tempering of God to expoſe himſelf both day and night to 1 
ſuch' unwarranable' Auſterities; for the Biſhop was a Solid Man 18 
and far temoved from Superſtition aud vanity : Now Syria being 
the Scene of theſe extraordinary AQtions and paſſhons, we may | | 
eafily conclade, that in Conntries mueh further removed from the Sun | 
than Syria. theie aſtoniſhing Auſtereſtles could not de long endured | 
#irbour a- Miracle. 9% $4 1 5 | 8 ; | 
Page 12. There is a Supernumerary error, for there are but 
four Orders of Mendicant or beggirg Friars co be found in che 
Canon Law, who were not confined to their Cloifters dy theis re» 
ſpectioe Infticucions, but permitted to go abroad and beg for the ne · 
ceſſaty ſuſtenance of their Convents ; As for the Order of Mas ba- 
t or Trinuy Friars, it was ludeed their princioal work to ſeck 
Contributions from all compaſſionat Chriſſians / who were in ba. 
#18 ) in order to the ranſoming poor captivated Chrifttians from the 
flavery of Moors and Turi; eſpecially from the luhumane Tyrancs 
of Tripoii, Ager, and Sally; Yet they were not rermed Mes 
dicantes, far leſs branded with the odious Epithet cf Moanducentes, 
but mott uſually the Order of Cherry or Frarres Niſericordie, 26 
it is in Spais to this very day, is being te unh»ppineſs of its [nha- 
birants, to have that perniciaus Vermne, theſe enemies of mankind 
in General, Situated fo nigh unto them. 
| Page 16 Where it is ſaid, that Miſſioraries iatroduce themſelves 
under the CharaQter ot Phy ſicians, China thculd have been except · 
ed, for there they are Introduced under the Notion of Mathema. 
ticizns, there teing mere expert Phyficians in China (it we may 
balfeve the Jeſuits ) than arc to he found in ail Europe, tho they 
were ltcangers to rhe Art of Cauter:/ing, till theſe M ſu onaties came 
fir amongiſt chem. | 
Page 15. Where it is declared, that Pope Gregory permiued the 
Monks to ſay privat Maſs in the Monaftiry, it ſhould alſo base 
been told ( fince there have been fifteen of them, at leaft, of that 
nome) that it was Gregory the firff of that number, and who is 


called more ulually Gregory tbe Greet. 


— 


Page | 


%, 


Page: 94. Whete it is fad, The 4co/yres had the charge of the 

Ligbts in the Temple, it might alfo have been told, that their Pri- 
mary Inſtitution appointed them chlefly to be attendants or Pediſſe- 
u of the Biſhop, that they might be witneſſes of his Converſation, 


Veitue, for the word in the Original import na les: 
' Page 25. Where it is faid, chat the Popes pretend a Right to 
"the Tem poral Dominion of-{raly, -from the Donaiion of Conflen> - 
tine the Great, and ibat the ſame is (oentioned in rheir Decretals 
Sc. It pight have been ſutjoyned, that the moſt early of their 
Decretals ate now acknowledged dy the beſt Criricks tn the Roman 
Church; to be abſurdly ſpurious; Yea, an Italian Romaniſt (Lauren - 
tius Wallaby name) hath ſo be ffled that Romantick Donation of 
Conſtantine, that ever fince that time, the greateſt Padrons of the 
Papal Jurisdittion ia Temporalibus, have their. recourſe to the 
gifts of Pepin the Farber, and Charlemain the Son, which is indeed 
much more probable than the former, becauſe it was 2uid pro quo, 
or Manus menum fricat, fot it is certain One Pope had:a great band 
io the making the Father a'King, and an other ia making the Son 
an Emperour, . iy 42} - yas 

Page 27. 1 thin Duare nus gives the moſt proper account ot 
the word Prebend, not à prabendo auxilium or. conſilium Epi ſcoo, 
but from the 1 ot the Church revenue, which was ap- 
pointed to every Canon, or member- of the Chapter (to ſome more 
and to ſome leſs / for every deſigned portion. with the Name ol 
the Canon for whom it was appointed, thus ended, præbenda eſt, 
whence the Title Prebend or Prele nda n. 
"Page 51. The formalia verba of our Author are- as follows Pre. 
Sentations being at lengsb conſidered as an evil and grievance. in the 

Church of Scotland, anda Popiſh cuſtom, condemned by Ads of ihe Ge- 
neral Aſsembly, &c. | am fully perſwaded, that our Judicious Au- 
thor, having made but one ſerious RefleQicn on the foregoing Expreſ. 
fons, will at leaſt find them very ill worded, unleſs his Intel lettuals 
have become too much "darkened by a Trze Blue Cloud: For 
by Popi/h Cultoms, hie muſt certainly underftand-Popiſh practices, 
C every acquired habit being the product of reiterated Acts: ) fo. 
that If we forego all popiſh Cuſtoms, we mult abaydon the pub. 


ſpel Is preached zmongſt them; the Evangelical Szeraments are 


adminlſtted, and publick Prayers ate ſolemnized in their Churches, 
wherein they petition the God of all Metcies, to vouchſafe upon 


his people, the three great bleſſings purchaſed by the blood of the Son 
of God, viz. pardon of Sin, the Communion of the Holy Spirit, with a 
folid Title 10 Eternal Life ; ſo that it the Churches of the Refor- 
mation ſhould reject all rhefe particulars, becauſe Popiſh Cuſtomes, 
we ſhould. become worſe than the Fews, - 

But what our K. Janes 6th uſed to ſay very judiciouſly, may 
be here very fitly applved, viz: That we ought not to decline fur- 
ther from the Roman Church thaa they have declined from the prac- 
tice of the primitive; which is the beſt ordinary Commentary we 
have upon he facred Scriptute zſo that we ovghr carefully to diſlin, 
guiſh bet wixt the popiſh cuſt mes & points of Poperie: Fot example, 
the preaching of the Goſpel is no point of Paperie, but only the im- 
pute mixtures wherewith they too often blend ear which they call 

teaching. it is no point of popetie to baptize in the Name of the 


| bleſſed Trin iy but only to ſuperadd many ſuperſtizicus Ceremo * 


dies to the Divine-Infticurion : It 15 no point of poper e to celebrare 
the Euchariſt, but to mutilat that bleſſed Sacrament, and to with. 


hold tacrilegiouſſy the ore half of it from the people, that is bares. 
faced popery: the ſame may te ſaid ef publick prayers, to addteſa 


the Lord paramount of Heaven and Earth, by confeſſion of Sin, de« 
ecation of Wraith, perition for Mercy, and Thapkſgivirg for 
Bleffings, nothing of this is popery; but to pray in an unknown 
Tongue, and to give Religiou* warſhip to any Creature, whether 
Saint or Angel, it is that which fixeth the Meik of the Beaſt 
upon theſt Devotions "Is 48. 
Now the moti apparent Era of the Apotaly ptick Beaſt, is to bs 
found in that moſt deteſtable Uſurparion of P. Boniface the 3d, up- 
on the Liderties of the Vificle Church, by aſſuming ro himfelf 
the Epichets of ecumenical Parriaich, and univerſal Biſhop, not 
regarding what his predeceſſot Gregory the Great had ſaid, more. 
than once, That whotoever uſurped thoſe codious Tiiles, was rhe 
Forerunner of Antichriſt, which general expreſſion included the 


Faulaich of Rene, no leſs than nim of Conſrartineple : but Boni- 
e B | lass 


kk profeſſion ofthe Gbriſtian Religion; for it {s | certain the SC. 


| 
| 


face ſpeedily complyed with that politick Maxim, Ther aue. EI. 
Lurper may 2 faund 4 good help to anot her, providing it be in diffe. 
rent Juriſdietiom, for Phores having murdered his maſter Mauri. 
riuc, tor his own ſettlement in the Eaſtern Empire, very frankly be- 
 Rowed all thoſe Epithets on the Biſhop of Rome, even the lame 
forememioned Titles, which John the Patriarch of Conſtaniinoplc 
had roo ambitiously affected, and wherein the Empercur Ma- 
ritius had too much countenanced him: For tho that Biſhop was 
uſually termed FOANNES FJEJUNATOR, in regard of his ex- 
traord inaty Faſting, - yet it ſeems he hath not been abſtemious as 
to the vice of Ambition. Bur how to reduce Eccleſiaſtical Pa- 
tronages to that Roman Uſurpation, it paſſes my natural un- 
cerftanding, unſeſs i could be perſwaded, that a Child could 
have its being long before che Exiſtence of ics Natural Pa- 
rent, OY. 

For it is moſt certain, Patronages were in uſe, for ſome Centuries of 
years, defore that ambition of Bon face the 3d, and that in confor- 
mity to the approved maxim of the Canon Law, Patt enum fac iunt, 
Dos, Madiſieatio, Fundus: For how ſoon Conſtantine the Great te- 

© ſtored Halcyonian days to the Church, not only that great Emper - 
our with his Mather Helena, were careful to re-ediiy ihoſe ſacred. 

_ +, Buildings, which had been rhrown down by the perſecution of Dis- 
ele lan, and to rear up other Churches much wore capacious and 
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it mgnificent thin the former, and to endow all with competent pre- 
. viſions for thoſe who were to officiat in them; but luch was the vi- 
0 g2ur of true Chriſtian Zeal for the glory of God and the good of his 
815 Chuich, chat very many (who were zn bens ) did imirat that great 
" Emperour, and that betore the middle of the ach Century; ſo that 
in there was infinit reaſon lor it, that they and their heirs ſhould be 
. Fatrons of thoſe Churches which they had erected and endowed, 
oy And indeed | muſt needs fay it, Fhat wharſoever particular Church 


6 would bereave them of that honour, they would appear prodigicul- 
1 ly ingrate to cheit great Benefacrors; rot to ſpeak of that great dif- 
cour»gement given to Others, who might have beca ipclined to fol- 
low their good example, even in this degenerat age of Chri- 


Ano: 


LW 


Another Fopick of onr Author againff this kind of Prtromige is 
the Aatherity of the G fh, beragfe many ' Am thaeof- 
milirat agaiatt it, But l hope he is nor fo bigot, 26 to entertain 
ſuch imeginations of all fach Acts, 25 the Popes de of themfelves, 


_ and all Councils ratified by them. vis, that they are all ipfallible, 


and hence they bogle not ro conclude, Fhar all ue Herericks who 
do not believe the 12 new Arrictes, which Pope Pi the 4b ex- - 


_ txa8ted out of the Council (or Conveniicle ) at Test, becauſe all 


were bomologated by himſelf; tho the moſt part of all, are diametti- - 
cally oppolite, both to Scripture, and the conftant Doctrine and 
Practice of the Primitive Charch, But if our Author hath turned 
over fo: many Volumes of Hiſtory ( as himſelf afferts } he could no: 
vnt 6n4 many demonſtrzrions of the Fallibility of many Acts of his 
venere Afſeamb/iof} as being contradictory to rhe Senrimenes of the 
putelt Ages of rae Church, for which 1 need inſtance no more 


than their As agzinit Prelzzy, and the five Articles of Perth; 
but tfiere is a much more obvious Evidence of their pitifull Fallibi- 


Iny, and that is, che ir baniſhing Chrifts own Form out of his own 
Houſe, as it they were aſhamed to own themſelves his Oifciples; 1 


mean tbat mott perfect Form of Prayer, which he immediatly taught 


his Church. They were indeedifhimed to make a poſitive Att againſt. 
it, but it is cerfain that in che Aſſembly 49 they recommended the 
deſucrude of it to all their. Diſciples, which impious Counfel hatk | 
been but too well obſerved, 10 the great Scandal of the whole Chri- 
Another Topick is the Reſtoration of the Peoples Liberty in 


he choice of cheir Paſtor, which was formerly oppreſſed by their 
Patrons ; But if we ſuppoſe the Patron that is exauQtorated to be 
che principal Heritour of the Pariſh, ( whick frequently fals out 


he remains Parton . upon- the matter; fo that rhe Popular Call is 
Iden per Iden; for his Tenants (who are Elders upon the Seſſion) 


are but Pedarij Senarores, fo that they muſt Vote às their maſter 


d irects them, who ate fure to carry it, cho? thete be one or two lit- 
tle Heritors beſide; for the Eledion goes not like the choifing of a 


Pope, who mult tave the to parts of rhe Conclave for him, for in 


2 _ the Majority: will ſerve the turn, and that is one more than 


Baz 


ut our Authot hath. forgot rhe moſt: plauſible Argument a: 
moneſt them all, which-the- greateft Zealuts for a Congregatio - 


nal Call ate ready to Object againſt thoſe Patronages, vis. that-they 


have opened a wide door to Simoniacal Tranſaœions in the Church: 
$o that ay St. Bernard uſed to fay in his 1ime ( which was a- 


dove five hundred years agoe ) that there was @ great occalion for 


the Lord Feſus to come again into his Tenple with a mhipp in bis 


hand, to ſcourge ell ſuch buyers and ſellers cut of his houſe, that 


; feb oye Merchandize may not be any more practiſed in the Church 


Ts this | anſwer in the firſt place, that there 3s nor any Gane: 
tous Nobleman or Gentleman ( not to ſpeak of truly Confeientious 


_ Patrons ) who would willingly become 4 Gehazire, that is guil- 


ty either of Sacriledge or Simony, ſuppoſe he d never heard of 
thoſe Antient Canons of the Church which have ſo frequently 
Dronounced an Anathema danti & acipientt, 1 had the hopour te 
e well acquainted with a truly Noble Lord, before the late Caſhi- - 
ring of Paironages, who deing thus rempted by a carnal Gofpeller 
( that coveted a much better benefice than he enjoyed) anſwered his 
ProQtor in the worc's of St. Peter to Simon Magus, Thy Money periſh 


with tber c. then ſubjoided that generous Soul, tho it is not ſuch a 


gift of God, as that Father of Herericks offered to buy, yet fince it 
Is Quid Spirituali annexum ( according to the Eccleſiaſtical Ca- 
nons } which your Conſtituent Solicits mo to fell, ycu may tell 
him from me, thet 1 look upon him as a baſe Mercenary, and 
moſt unworthy,of rhe meaneſt Station in che Houſe of God; And 
it all Patrors had been ſo conſcionable, as ro ſpurn away fuch un- 
conſcionable Chapmen, no doubt their Clients would bave entered 
that Sacred Function with a much better Conſcience, than tome are 
tumouted to hate done, ard their Patrons ſhould have died with a 
more honourable Reputation. 1 | | | 
But I am to add in the laſt place, that which will appe ir 2 great 
Paradox in tha eyes of many, yet 'tis known by ſome to be à cers 
tain trutb. as ro ſome Parifhes, both in rhe firii and laſt Editions of 3 
Popular Call, viz. That they reſembled Hercules with his Serpent 
Hyd a, who: baving lopped off the bead of that Monſter in the Ler- 
& Lake, mavy nem heads immediatly Iprung up inthe room there- 


f 


_ of: the Application. is eaſy, fot the general Patrodot ihe Farin 
being. diſcharged. . eyery. petty; Heritor. therein looks on himſelf | 
(with his few.;Teoants ) as..2. parcial Patron ſo chat before he give | 
_ his, conſent to the Call ofa.new Incumbent, ſome eaſe muſt be clan 
deſtialy promiſed, either a8 to great or ſmall.Tiends,. whence. they - 
who, have deen inquiſitive aftet the event of this New. Model, have 
found it to Uſher in, Murlipiped Simm ng. 

But fince one Leak in a Ship is eafier flopped than many, now. - 
lt both Church and State ſhould again judge it fit to tetrive that moſt 

' Antienr. priviledge of Patronage to its old Chaunel ; the beſt ex - 
pedient ( as 1 hambly ſuppoſe ) to, cauſe thoſe dreams run always 
pute, without the leaſt mixture of helliſh mudd, were to cauſe 
both Patron end Cłient to take the Oath of Simony ( and-that a8 
ſirittly as could be framed) and it the Patton were foand guilty 

ot any Simoniacal Traoſattion, be ſhould not only forfeit his 1ight 
pro bac vice, but for ever, as an Eſcheat 10 the Crown, becauſe he 
had berrayed. that great Truſt, Wherewith the King of Kings had ſo 
highly honoured him in his own-houfe : and as for thoſe unworthy 
Caudidats of the ſacred Function, who ate fourd to be the Genuine 
Diſciples of .Simon Magus, let them be declared for ever uncapadle 
cf be meanet! Office in the H uſe of God: and it any judge this to 
be. ſume what rigorous, they may find the Canon Law no lefs ſevere 
to the Popes themſelves z for i: decla-ed 8 Simoniacal Pope o be 
ipſo fado deptived, aud appoints au heneiier head to te ſubltitvie 
with all expedition in his See. tho termed Sr. Peters Chair; «hich 
Reflexion troubled che Pragmatick head of P. Sixtus Nuintus, 
more than any ching eite, that ever befel him in this word; for 
Philip the zd. of Spain, beirg informed that this Intriguipg Pope, 
way.deligning to retrive the Dominion Utile cf the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, io ihe Papacy, he ihieatned him with a general Council, 
wherein he was ſure to prove him guilty of a Simonzacal Entry, tbo” 
he had then worn ihe Triple Crown about five years; which terrible 
Commioation;: from a proud and vindiQive Prince, did within few 
days break the heart of that haughty Pope, for all the greatneſs of 
bis Spirit. But enough of this Patrociny, if not roo much. Þ— 
Pag. 60 Here tis aſſet:edo? That King Malcow Kenmore diſpon- A 
ed, his Lands to his Subjects, os la which words there be two ob · 
e En | 6 vious, 0 


Krit ot 2d, accotding to the Series ef Time, and here by K. David. 


—— — - — - — 


— 


| 5 10 . 
vious miſtakes: The firft,6f the Name, or rather Ag; for It ſhould. 


rot be Kenmure but Canwor, which in the Iriſh Language Ggnifies a 


Great Head; for this Malcom the ad had a very large Skull. Bur the 
other taiſtake is of the perſon Diſponer of theſe Lands; For if we 
believe our Seors Hiſtorians, it was not Malcom the 2d C alias Kan» 


or) but Malcom the zd, who made that fooliſh Diſpaſitien, for the 
3d was a more adviſed Prince, than to verify that old maxim; i. 
pientis oft dicere, now putavi, R 
Pag. 72. Where it is written, That Jallan the Apoſtat his Edicts 
were leverſed by ZFevian and Valentinian; the lau ſhould have been 
rermed Va/entinien the firſt ; for there were three Emperors of that 


Name. 


bag. 77. It is laid, That Malcem the 24, founded x Bikoprick at 
Muri bias in Angns, in commemoration ot a fignal Victory over the 
Danes: Whether the Aſſertion, That Merelack is in Angus, be 4 
Typographick Error, 1 cannot determine; bur fure I am, it is a great 
error in Topography ; for Morr/26# is much nearer Sey than Tay, 
er the moſt Northern part of ail the County of Anga, it being ſi · 
tnat to the North-weſt of the Shire of Aberdeen, and of the Diocefs 
thereof, for to O/d Aberdeen, St. David did afterwards tranſlate the 
Epiſcopal Cathedral. 3 * | 
| Pap. 88 We read that Mr. Thomas Lauder Biſhop of Danke!d fins 
ſhed and dedicated che Church thereof in the year 1454, and mag- 
nificently ador'd C it ſhould be adorn'd ) It Arno 1010. Of which 
Words, 1 confeſs ſuch a Davss 2s I. civnor make Senſe yz for they 
ſeem to import, That it was adorned 40e years before it was 


bile 


Pag. 32. It is ſaid that Arbarzs King of the Pids, did infiirute an 
Order of Knighthood io honour of St Andrew. It fhould be 46. · 
ws King of the Scots, even the ſame King, who made the loog-laft- 
ing Scots League with Charles the Gre, | 

Pag 95.There we rcad of Churches deſtowed onAbbacys by K. Da. 
vid and K. Alexander, indefinite. Since we had two Kings of the 
Name of David, the firſt lived long before the other, and was de- 
ſervelly honoured with the name of Saint, the other was Dev: 
Bruce therefore in all Hiſtorical accounts, they ſhouM be defigited 


\ 


ws d te underftand St. David, The fame may be ſaid of ent 
Alexenders, for we had three of them, and the laſt of them very une 
lortnnat for himſelt and Scotland; it is of the 1 Surnamed the 


Fierce ( as being a great Juſticiary ) that we are o underſtand the 
Donation here mentioned. | | 


Pag. 99, We have an account of that ſaying of K. Femes the 1# 
in reterence to St. David That he was a ſore Saint to the Crows, Let 


if we believe Arch-t5:ſhop Spot / weed, who pretends to certain intel · 


Ligenc e of it, all bis Ercgations on Biſhopricks and Abbays,amounted 
to no more than an hundred and twenty thouſand Franks, which 


was no great profuſeneſs, even in a Scorzſb King. 


Pag: 110. When it is told, That ſome Popes had ſhewn an incline- 


tion to reform the Church, &s. Pope Adrian the 68b, formerly Tu- 


tor 10 Charles the 5th, might have been inftaneed : for ſuch a Rs: 
ligious inclinacion colt him his Life, by an Iralias Figg, as many ſup» 
"pole. 1 | | 

pag. 119 ( beginning at the 25 F of that Sen.) we have theſe 


Formalia verba, It may be alledged againſt this Ad of Annexation, 
meaning the AQ of Parl. avno 1587.) That the annexing of Po- 
Fiſh Bene ſices to the Crown, or converting them to coil or profane 


uſe t, is a plain Contravention of the Founders Will, but the A& 
may be thus accounted for, &c. which pretended account takes up 


not only page 119, but al ſo page 1 20. and the moſi part of 121, to 


all which that old Satyr may be juſily applyed, magno conatu rus 
gas: For in his Arguings tor Sacriledge, ſuch Paralogiſms may be 
found, Thafalmoſt a Child may diicover them to be repugnaut both 
to Reaſon and Religion; for genuin Law is always grounded upon 
Keaſon, and if it be contrary to Natural or Revealed Religion, it 
is not properly Law ( as the Angel ical Doctor had uſe to ſay } but 
violentia. Thus H. Scripture tells us, That miſchief is eftablifhed 
by a Law, that is a Law, Equivorally fo termed. 

Our Author cites two Authorities, which might have reftrained 
him from being ſo ſanguine in an evil Cauſe. The 1/7 is that of K. 


James 6th, Sporſwoed ( ſaith he pag. 122) tells ns, That his May 
Jelty upon ſecond Thoughts, was ſorry tor having paſſed the Gene- 


al AR of Annexation, and recommended to his Son the Reſcindſn 
*thereof, as a vile and perniciuus one. But another moſt worthy Ri- 


ut Darſey, we ſaid famous P och more 1 
kW wriner is his Church Hiflory; Leven that the King with ma- 
_ *op Tears, had reſented ct urñudlfiable matter to him I was ( (aid 
*the Prince) tre2ancd in my younger years, by a pack of Sycophan- _ 


dit ants thereo?,. 


ſhop d relared to me, more than ones, That, when he was Miniſter | 
Primar did tell him much more than he. 


"is Seli-ſechers, ves. preter A tha great advantage of the Crown, © 


*bereas Gig rpc has no hing elſe, but to have their Sacrilegious . 


Robberies {5eliered un gf an AQ of Parliament, fo that we bade 
*good . to 5798 155 the Curſe denounced dy the Prophet Ma-. 
Yachy (in the name of the great God, againſt. his Aneient People) 
will befall this Nation. Then his Majeſty cited the words of Mal. 
*.3-V. 8, 9. Wil, man ro bis God? dut ye have robbed me, 
*wherein have we robbed thee? in Tirhes, in Offerings; ye are curſ- 
ed with a Curſe, becauſe ye have robbed me, even the whole Na+ 


on. And then he addeth, That many in Brirais had already ex - 
*perimented tha: ominous Obſervation concerning the Ezgles pul- 


*lirg a Collop-from the Altar, to which a fatal Coal adhered, 


That in Lien cf feeding, her young Ones, burat up Neſt and 


The Other Auchorley, is of a very plous and Learned ſubjeQ, vix 


Dr. John Forbes Laitd of Corſe, Profefior of Divinity in the Univer- 


tity of Old Aberdees, and the firſt that filled the Theologick Chair 
elfabliſhed there, both to his own honour, and the glory of the whole 
Nation; whoſe poſitive aſlertion was (as cited by our author ) hat 
what is once conſecrated to a ſacted Uſe, ought not by any human 


Authority be teduced to a profane or common iſe; and then Inftances 
the ſevete Judgment of God, that betell Achan under the law, with 


| Ananias and Saphura under the Gutpel: which excellent Theſis was 


ſo well confirmed by him, that the leaſt atome thereof remains un · 
convelled, notiwiihſtanding of all thoſe ſophifticall arguments; chat 


have been made againſt it and lince this famous Divine was an expert 


Hiſtoricgrapher, it out Author had fatther con ſul ied him, he would 


have ſufficiently informed bim, that there was ſcarce aov Age of ite 


World, wherein the Supteam Goyernour of it, had bur inflicied ſignal 
Judgments on Saccilegious perſons, de their Quality never ſo great 
in the world, and sha to the admiration of ali zke Obſervant Inha- 


It 


47 ad C aus; Be wal BID; e 

© It; was indeed no great wonder, that the Syrian Princes and Mars . 

Nu Caſſi the Roman, who prelumed to robb the temple at Jers- 
Jalen, mere ſeverely puniſhed, as the hiſtory of the Maccabecs ard. 


Foſephus the, Jewiſh hittorlan inform us, ſince that was the houſe of 


the true and ever living God; but it is a great My ſtery to many, that 
Great plagues ſhould have befaln thoſe who rodbec Pagan Temples, 
pet the matter of fat is moſt cerzaine, if: we believe either ſecular 
or Ecclebaltick hiftory; For Cambyſes, with bis Per ſians, ſadly ſmare 
ted; for but deſigning to tob the 1emple of Jupiter Amon; the ſame 
may be Taid of Xerxes, that other fooliſh Perſian Prince, and Bren- 
nus with his Gault, for the ſathe -facrilegious Intention, as to that 
Famous Pagan Oracle at De/phi. But not to ſpeak of the utter ex el. 
fion of ihe Phocians tor actually robbing that temp'e, tho? ſituà ed 
within their own bounds; the moſt remarkable extenſive Ju gment 
for Sactiledge, was that upon the Koman Conſul Cæbio, wich his whole 
Army, for robbing the nch Temple of Tho/cuſe in Langaedeck ; for all 
that had an hand in it { and that was the generality of his Amy) 
came to Mierable Ends; fo that it became proverbial at Rome. when 
_ they ſaw any 
ſanum. ws 3 a 7 | 
Neither muſt we forget Dionyſius the El le- of Sicily, whom our 
Author might have ranked with his Henry the 81b tor as both were 
the mot egi perions in their telpedive Ages, fo they did 
apparently-verify the old Maxime (which is moſtly applicable totuch 
perfons,) de male guæſitis non gauderiertive beres, For the Old De» 
"#5 had often vaunted, that he had 1yed che Crown of Sicily with 
Chains of Adamant to his Son: yet bis Immediat Heir was ſoon tum- 
bled from that Throne, and glad to become a poor School -maſter. at 
Corinth divers years before he died. Now tho' we have ranked 
old Henry of England with old Denis of Sicily in the general Claſs of 
Sacriiedge, yet ſince we ſhould not to bely the Devil, it ought to be 


told. that the old Tyrant cf Syracuſe was much more luſolent in his 


Sicriledge, than the tyrant. f Exgland: Henry indeed too frequent · 


ly verified that old proverb Male paria, Male dilabuntur, t) pro- 
digally ſquandring away great pareels of Conſecrated Lands among 
debadcded Courtiers, who did alienate things dedicated 10 a Sacred 
Ule, unso a profane One, in the 9 chat old Sicalian Ty- 


very Miſerable Creature, ( lay Aurum babet Tholu- | 


N ' 
ILY 
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pott of all his Sheri egious acts; thus when he: took 
the Golden Cloak from Fupiters n den ans of doth, 
200 Eid be wauld find it fighrer in Sutahzt and wartmer in Winery 
when he canfed” fhave the great Golden bed, ot Efralopirs, he 
ſaid, it was unſeemiy for the S0n to have 2 long beard, when his Fa- 
ther Apollo had none: and ben he had bbef the rich Tempte of 
Proſergina among the Locr rams, finding à Tatr gate of wind do drive 
in toms, wem dhe evil of fh he rhe eye ouryHich exalcation, 
O hee the Got de favour Sacruetlge e? + er e e 
Dat this compatfſon minds me of a Sartitegious '2nd Simonaica! 
Prince of Eg lan, long tetore Henry the gr h, viz. William the 2d. 
Sina med Rus, whouted after his frequent practices of Sacriledge & 
Sitncny, ch Tay, bat Gollt Bread was, Swert, but he faund it a very 
io wre 20d bitter Morſell in the end, for he came to à violent end, in 
that New forreft, where he fmarted both Sor tits own Sins and the 
gteat Crime of bis Father W://7am rhe Conqueror, for he had pulled 
de een many Churches, that he might enlarge that fatal Forteſt: But! 
had al moi forgot to untidle thai Myttery concerning 150 Temples 
robbed by Pegans, which 1 ſhall doe in very few words, lt ma 
Sxcrifedpe as to them, therefore God permited The'devil to puniſh bis 
votaries ſeverely, becauſe they prelumed to alienateto a_proptians uſe 
that which they were perſwaded was conſecrated to 2 Scred : aud 8 
thus the Great God give 4 demdaſtratien to the World. of his great 
Abhorteney of the ſin of Sefiled ge. 
I know it is Otjected by iome Engliſp Sctiblers, that theſe Religi- 
vous houſes were Julily demoliſbed, becauſe they were become Nelis 
of many Abominations, the ſins o Sodom mentioned in Holy 
Serlpiure being tampant there, v. Pride, Filllneſs of bread, and Idle- 
nes, directly contrary to the firit Inftitu tion pf thoſe Monaſtries, and 
that too many of the female ſex ho were Neſiled in thoſe Con- 
© vents, were wund pullty of mdftUtobatural Ctimes ſo that the old 
Satyr may moſrifitly de applyed'ro them, with a lirtle [nverſion, Ecole ha 
perperit dronias, & ſuia devoravit Marsem: One of our fiift Reformers, 
baviog writen of all tete Monatücks Ja general, that velut porci 
in har is n and a prime Scots Reformer, having preached 
Ove dy ac Pertb, chat the belt "way to be ridd of the Rocks, was to 
pull down tir Nets; this geübte define, put Inch fie into tho 


furicug 


rant made 1 


— _ 
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famous Earl of Arhbe/ with his wicked Complices, 3 
ut when all this Iydel l is granted to be a truth, for Arguments. 


of their Rents ) have deen deſtinated tor the ſubſiſtence of jhe Old, 


— 


* 
* 
pe o 


which was built iy chat City tor the Carihuſian Monks, and here · 
n chat moſcknvowing Prince theFannder, was aſſafinated by that la: 


ſake 7 for true Charity cannot (etch that length without diverſe 
exceptions ) Yet that rruly Moral and Religious poſition remains 
unfhaken, 8 Fat * once Conſectated to a Sacred Uſe, can · 
not be deſectated by any humane Authority; that is, cannot be Ali - 


ena ed to a profane or Common Tſe; Unleſs theſe pleaders for 8a - 


criledge can make two particulars appeal. I. That theſe things 


could not be dedicated to apy other Sacred uſe (either under the. 


Noticn of Pieiy ot Chaxity-or Fublick good) Or 2do, Thar. the a- 
buſe of any thing.coth of neteſſjry aboliſh the right ule of jt, which 
they will be able to do ad Gs eces Calendas ; apd not till then. 

As for the 1/7, they muſt be great Hrangets to the fate of Britain, 
#ho do not know, that there were many poor Stipendiaries hoth in 
England aud Scotland in _the latter Jays. of Henry the btb. and in the 
Minority of King Janes VI. No doubt the Biſhops, Deans ard Chap- 


ters in England were competently provided, ſince the Plantation of 


Chriltianiry among the Antient Brittains, and their Saxon Conque- 


rors ; but as for their Vicars and Curats, there is hardly to be found 


any portion cf the Chriſtian World, whezein Church men are worſe 
provided, "than ſome of theſe poor VIcais and Curats are. For 1 
Know It ex certa Scientia, that during the Reign of King Cartes 
II. there was a poor Vicar in Torkfhire, mhoſe conſtant Salary a- 


mounted to no more xeatly, than three Pounds five Shilipgs and a 


.Groat « ſome what below the Fee which Noblemen and Gentlemen 
give to their Grooms, which wait upon their beſt Horſes ) Now, | 
pray, had it not ſavoured much more of true Piery and Charity, to 
have converted a conſiderable Portion of thoſe Monaffick Revenues 
for the Augmentation of the poor pittances of thoſe Clergy mer, 
whole neceſſities had rendrel them ſo de ſpic: ble in yulgar eyes, than 
to have fquandered all away upon Qebauchel Courtiers, and ibe 
worſt ſort of tame beats, named COURT FLATTERERS F, 

And might not theſe Religious Houſes ( with a confiderable part 


the 


forious Mobh, that they inſtamly pulled domn that Gately - Edifice,. 
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the Blind, the lame and infirm of both Sexes, who kan neither work 
nor want? for the poor have a better right to our ſaperfluities, than 
we have our ſelves, they being Gods proftors;: and what is_Chari- 
_ tably beſtowed on them, Chriſt looks, upon it as given to bimkfelf ( as 
Gregory Nazianzen uſed to fay ) It is the greateſt-honour can defall 
any man, Deum bebere Debitorem, to have God to be his Debitor. 
Unde: which Haſpit als, the Orphans- Trophia, ate fitly camprized; 
that is, Houſes and 1afficient Revenues mortiſied for the education 
of poor, but Towardly $oyes, like to Herts Hoſpital at E: 
dinburgb,mhoſe name deferves to be had in evetlaſting Remembrance, 
as a Gold- Smith that was vere aureut; for 1 doubt if any parallel can 
de found to that noble Foundation in all the four Corners of Britt sin. 
That Religious Youth E Award Vi. of Exgland. was judged by all 
confidetat Chriſtians, to have done g very Charitable work in Dedi- 
cating One of his own Palaces named 'Brydwe! ( wherein the Great 
Emperour. Char les V. had lodged in his Farhers time) to be a Bed 
lam Houſe. tor Poor Diſtracted Creatures, that they might have 
Phyſicians, Chicurgeons and ſervants to attend them, that being con · 
fined to that place, hey might not hare been expoſed to .unthicking 
Souls, who are too apt to deride that great defect, whicn appears 
rery lamentable in rhe eyes of all reaſonable Cteziures, I mean the 
ap parent deltitution of that great diffzrencing Charatter of a Ma | 
from 2 Brute: And it to be wiſhed that ſome of thoſe ill managec 
Monaſtick Revenues had been employed in all the principal Cities 
and Town: in Zritain, for that ſame laudable End; as allo, that in 
all-theſe, Cortettion houſes might have beea erefted, that all idle 
Drones, yagrant and fiurdy Beggars (who live upon the ſwear of o- 
ther mens faces, and ate che Carer-pillars of a Common- Wealth) 
might be put under Reſirainr and Conſtraint, that they might be 
"compelled to provide Food and Raiment at leaſt for themſelves (by 
{uch ſeaſonable Diſcivline as thar place can afford them) tor which 
Religious Policy,the Rzpublick of Holland, in my humble judge nent, 
is to be commended abote all the Common Weanths and Kingdoms 
of the Warld., I might add diveife orher pious and Charitzole uſes, 
but | ſuppoſe what is already mentioa2d, would have done much to 
| have exhauſted all thoſe Monzftick Funds, r even in 2 Richer King- · 
dome than ever $cor/and was, or is lige to be) for cho the An 


nexa- 
tion 


* ; 


tion of them to the Crown, < 222 ia the days of K. Charles 
ad, rhe greatelt Gitt that ever the Ewgliſh Parliament gave to any of #Y 
their Kings, yet it was not puteus inexbduftus; as ſome covetous | 
Popes'uſed to term the Kingom of Eng/and detore the Reforma - 
But what is above written is ex bypotheſi. that an uſeful thing, 
It long abufed, muſt like the Brazen Serpent be declared aNepufb- 
tan, becauſe long perverced to Superſtition and Molarry; as if the 
abuſe of any thing ( if it havè been diuturnal could never be ſe- 
parated from the former laudable uſe thereof: which ridiculous. 
Docttine (if RI put in practice) woujd introduce a miſerable 
confuſion into the Univerſe ir ſelf, both phyficaily and morally; 
for they mutt de bad Philologues; who do not knew, Ihat the E- 
ol ihe erſun adoring of the Sun (C und of the whole hoſt of 
Hearen ) was anterior many years to the Election of the Brazen 
Serpent in the Wildetneſs, and that the lame ig oonunued to this 
very day, in ſome parts of the Per ſian Empire: But, 1 pray, what 
2 Dungeon of Darkneis would this ibieriedt World be, if for that 
abuſe} the Almighty God ſhould annidilfe' that glorious Eamp of 
Heaven, ſup poſe the Moon and Stars ſhould be continued wuh us: 
for they who dwell in the -nabitable Zones, ſhould be in a much 
more pftitul plight, than they who are ſituated under the Poles, if 
any be found to live there; yea it this Maſs of Earth were flill 
deſtitute of the Light and Hear of the Sun, bath - Generation and 
Corruption would tail, there being ſtrong ſenſe in that old philios” 
phical Maxim, So! © home generant bowinem. © 1 
As for mitters of morality, ' I ſhall inftance only ſome of the 
moſt obvious to vulgar Gapacities ; ls it not but too well known, 
That mavy (who have either an Explicit or Implicit Covenant 
with Satan) do ſuperſtitiouſly abuſe: diverſe Expretiions! in holy 
Scripture; in the charming of Diſeaſes, either in Man or Beaſt, 
| ſhall we therefore ea puuge thefe facted places out of our Bibles; be- 
cauſe fo abuſed ? or ſhall we for ever forbear the uſe of the holy 
Euchariſt, becauſe that Sacramental Bread /hath' been in the Ro- 
man-Church (and ſtill is) abuſed, to as great a height of Idolatry as 
ever the copious Fancy of Satan could deviſeꝰ Or thatl we cal} Chiiſts 
Form ont of his Houſe; ta the A whole Chriſtian World 
| : | a f C 25 
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(uf we were aſhamed to be Cuuiſis Diſciples J and that in imitani- 

on of the modern Rein, hols. dacrile giaus.difuſe. of that 
molt perfect Form of Prayer, is founded upon an Imaginary iuperlil- 
tious abuſe thereof, by many who.are termed Chriſtians, And if we- 
turn to the Renan Church, who knows nor, that the debarring of 
tha Laicks from reading-the Scriptures is founded on that Blaſphe- 
mou Topick, that the permiſſion hab occaſiongd many, if not all; 
the Damnable Herefiey in the World ?: not «conſidering that this Ob- 
Jection, makes more againlt. the Prieſts reading of them, becauſe. 
moſt of thoſe Hereſies, that were broacht to he People, were firft 


| brewed by the Priefts; Vitneſs thele-Dammble Hefeſies that were 
4:18 condemned by the Four ficft General Councils; not to ſpeak of any 
1 the. But ſhould. men. be deprived: of «the uſe of every good thing 
4 1M ta their eajayment, | 


Now let us in the laſt place conſidet, it it be poſſible dy Reaſon - 
and Religion to tetrive the right uſe of Monifteries, aotwithſtanaing 
the great degeneracy of the preſent Age, which. we ſhall God wills 
ing make appear from the principal Motives to a Monaſtick Life in 
de Primarte Inſtitution thereof; even after the Devil and his In-: 
— ceaſed to perſecute the Church, upon the aceount of their 
n proſeſſion of our bloly Religion. The. firſt inducement and 
oft Laudable of all, js generally acknowledged to be, the avoid- 

ance of many temptations te diverſe Vices, to-which their promiſ- 
cuous converſation velth. the World doth expoſe them, many be- 
irg ready to ſay with-that Noble Roman, Being our life here is 
2 zominual warfare and Temation, when lam long abroad, l return 
leſs man, than when I went trom home, and 8 — _ 
Nusguam miau folur, quem guns folus, eipeciaily when that fo. 
| lat Life is moſtly-imployed in Heavenly Meditation, Devotion 


| and Morrtfications | | 

1 | know.ic may be Odiested, that St. Hirrom-( who did depreciat 
N the Martled Stute too much) ingenuouſly declares, that note irh · 
8 ſranding his folieary retirement to the Deſerts of Syri2, yet be ſome- 
1 times thought upon the Dames at Rene. | 

Jin But to chi i anſwered, That fuch vain thoughes did only 
ws trouble him abouttheÞeginoiog of his Retirement, and that by his 
Tos | he uſtere 


TOs _— | 
Auen Atv of Mortification.in-thee Wilderefs, be foon: Snbdard , 
them al zand that he chooks very appotite means for chat end; may 
appeer-from this ſuppokitionz that a Thriſtian young man having 

teſolred ( upon ſome ſpiri mal accounts ;) ta lire Chaſt and Conti- 

nent all his Life, pet know ing dus Conſtitution to be very Amorous, 
{v that he was moſt pon to doe upon fading beanties t that his ey 
may neuer betray his heart, he judgeih it expedient to remove for 
ever, our of the fight of that fait Sen; hich refolution-a Mo- 
naltery proved a mol ſecure Sanctuary: Thus it -is reported of Brune, 
the founder of the Cartbuſtaxs ( the ſtricteſt Oider ia all the Nea 
Church to this very day) that having teſolved upom a very iet 


5 manner of living, in order to the Mortifying of his Cern Lufts, 
: and the mote confirmed in it, by that prodigious fi tion t 
_ Paris, ( fa much talked of) the firſt 'courſe- he took; beſide much 


Faſting & Prayer, was to get a very remote and very high habitatt- 
on upon a Rock in Dauphine, which was almoſt inaccefiidle to any 
mortal Creature, there to-refolvenever io fee the face of a Women, 
which he.punQually obſerved till he died, and that was che Space of 
50 yeers, in which abſolut Sequeſtration from the Female'Sex, we do 
not read that be was ſo unnatural, as another Amecboris long be» 
fore his time, who wet not an European, but an 4/i#rick, and baving - 
ſhur. bimſelt up into a Grote or dark Cove under 2 Rock, he remain- 
ed there without any company either ot Man or Woman, Young er 
Old, half a Century of yzars alſo; and when his Signer ( licile youager 
than himſelf ) had made a tedious Journey, as being very defi- 
tous to ſee ſuch a mortified Brother, tho he knew her voice at the lie- 
tle door of the Cell, he would neither ſpeak to her, nor give her 
entity ; which roo great Moroſity, even in 2 Religious Recluſe, 
was judged, at the det, to be the effett of Hy pochondtiack Melas- 
eholy, and by ſome ( leſs charimble 3 ſuppoſed to be much worſe. 
even 2 Criminal deftuution of Natural- affeQion, which by St 
Pau is tanked amorgtt the greateſt of Crimes, . and that (more than 


Once. | | 
Theſe Religious Houſes, ( as they were uſually termed )- were 
very comtonable Receptacles for all conterrplative Spirits, who 
ly did nauſeat all che vanities of humane Convesſation ( and as 8 Mo 
M dein Divine. ( much given 10 contemplation) vied to 1a, nu 
| your 
re , 


a 
— 


/// 5 
* regale ins nilf in librit & in cladſtro: fortheir frequent 
Meditation, in ſwert ſad ſilenee, apon the na, nouifima, afford 

to them much more inward Complacency, thau they could poſlibly 

find in all the profies;pleaſures & glory of this vain World:which ſan- 
£(ified;foulyy becoming Keclutes, miy beneſit rne Chriſtian World: 
by.theſr: Meditations; Devotions and niting: ( ii they have a 
$cholaftick Genius much more tharby a. daily Converſation thete- 
with + Which Obſervstion ferves : to amwer that principal Topick 

which is improven by: the Patrons of an aQive Life, as more excel · 

ent than 2 Contemplative, becauſe the Son of God ( whilit he ho- 

nouxed the Earth w ieh his viſible preſence) was indefatigable in going 
about doing gosd ; therefore, lay they, ali Ohriſtians are bound 
to imitat their infallibie Lord and Maſter in ſo far as they are ca- 

;pable, tho thar B. Eπeãl was infirtiily more able to fefiſt Kis 

And do godd, than any Creature. Here : indeed is 1trong arguing for 

an active Genius ( whether by nature ot gtace, ) but rezcheth not 

a meer contenplatide 8pivitztor: the Keaſons above expreſled: And 

I uveh an one was Fhendhſfus the younger, whoſe Count for Piety and 

Devotion, reſembled rather 2 Religious Monaſtery ,41bhan an Imperi- 

al Palace, , ſo rhat it was uſually ſaid of him, that he prevailed: 

mote hb God in his Cloſet for a bleſſing on his Armies abroad, 
than if he dad been confiansly on the head ot all his martial Troops. 

And 1 am perſwaded St. Hicrem in his Cell at Bethirbem ed iſied the 

- Catholick Church more by his {earned WiIItiręsz than it be had 

| Neered the Helm of the Roinan Church: not to ſpeak of St. Bernard, 

Thomas a | Kempis, and many .ocher learned Reclaſes, that have 

been found: in the Chriiian World: Yea they muſt be ſtrangeis to 

lecular Hiſtory, who know not, that jome of the preateft men in 
this Werd, aud of very publick active Spirits, have run them - 
lelves out of Breaih ugon that eminent Theatre, fo that they have 
been glad of the ſhadow ot a ptivat Liſe, to recreat theit weaty Spi- 
tits, Taftér ſo much Fatigue. Thus Drocieſtan, the Empeiour of 
Rome, having for the ſpace of 20 years, iwayed the weightien Scep · 
tet that evet was in this Wotld, and With a great deal oi Glory 
100 (it we abſtract from his petiecuting of the Chriſ ians) yet de · 
ing at laſt fatigued, he voluntarily abandoned hat glotious  pagean-: 
my, tor the ieſteſhment of a privatLite in his nadreCountrey of L/ 
: 55 | mati 
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matia: where, in effect he became a Gardner, ia lmitstlon of rhe firſt * 
Monarch of all, this World, ( tho 1 doubt if that Pagan Prince 


' knew; {0 much 3 fo-that- when bis bid Collegye in the Empire vie, 


Max;wianas Her cules came to Salons where he veſided, and urged 
him to re- aſſume the f mpire for the good of the Pudlick, he brought 
him to his Garden, where he pointed at che Herby and Trees which 
he had planted and graffed wich his own band, then told him, That 


he had much more: pleature in handliam thoſe young produces of 
nature, than ever he had in grtalping the Roman Scepter. 


Imignut iattance many Princes in Brieain (C eſpecially duriog the 
Saxon Heptarchy Jwho in Imitation of Deocleſian (yet on a more 
Religious account Ydid moſt willingly exchange their Crowns for a 


Monks Col: But che moſt- memorable of ali thoſe Royal Reclu- 


fes; that eve wete in the Chiiſcikn World; tho ſomeGermen Em - 
perours had done ſo long before, but nore ot them made ſuch a fi. 
gure in the Empire as the famous Charles 5th, whom we ate hinting 


_ 81, vvhich he did vvithout the leaſt ſhadouv of Compulſion, he te · 


ligned CF wo the gteat admitation of the World) the Empire to his 
German Brother Ferdinand the firft, and all his Hereditary Domi- 
nions, to his Son Phi/zp the 2dxthat.he might en jo God and hime 
ſelf in that Monaſtery of St. Z=#/?as, about the Extremity of Spain: 
that great Soul having often in his mouth ( during his two years 
ſequeſttation from the World) that celebrated Expreſſion of one cf 
the Ancients Woe to that man who lives well known to the 
World wed dyes a flanget to himſelf, bettet for him never o 
have been born : Therefore ſubjoyned that devour Emperour, I 
have imployed too much time already in ſtudying mem Books; it is 


ro time for me to learn to knew my {elf; which was the deft Re . 


ſponle that ever thatDelphianOracle gave: And it is worth the while fo 
narrate, wheat the Hiſtorian Strada gives, as the principal motive of 
that great mans ſequeltration from the. World, even a Dialogue de · 
twint dim and one of his old Spaniſb Captains, which came to tre 
Emperour defiringa Dimiſſion from the V Var; his great Maſter know- 


ing him to be a man of great Courage and Condutt, and being 2p. 


ptehenſive, chat his petition proceedea from a principle of min Ba 
becauſe he had not been more diehly advanced, for ferving his Prince 


lo long and fo wontily : n the Emperour ſaid to him, f 


cannot 
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able Poſt for you within a ſem dat. Jou miſtake me ver much 
9 {aid the Captain) 2 f warldly Ambition had made me take the 
Feu, for l am ready to leave bana v47is; and to turn my back on 
all the vanities of the VVorld with all expedition ; and will make 
your Majeſty my Conteſſor in the Cafe, if my Reſolution be not 
well grounded; L am already become aa old man, and more than 
50 mers have inowed upon my Head, it is God alone that knows 
how many days and hours t halt have after wards ; but { am fully 
perſwaded that it is very convenient for a Chriſtian man ( if not 
abſolutely neceſſary ) to have a conſiderable Intervall of Time, be- 
.twixt che noiſe of the world: and the hour of Death; that by the 
Aid of Divine Grace, he may be fitted for in end of Time, and be 
conftanily prepating fot Death, Judgment and Eternity. VVbich 
moſt religious Diſcourſe, made ſuch an Impreſſion on the great Em- 
perour, that he inſtamly reſolved upon abandoning the world, as is 
above deſcribed. l £549 LE TOY 
There are two other advantages which were reaped by many inthe 
Nation from thele religious Honſes, I ſhall briefly touch upon them, 
and have done with this prolix, it not tedious Diſcourſe. The fitſt 
redounded to the generality of the poor of the Nation; for even 
when they were under a great decay of Piery and Yertue, yet their 
Gates weretound always open tor the Relief of many ind igent Crez- 
tures, who could neither work nor want; ſo that when the Abbeys 
of Britin were demoliſhed, there vvas tound an univerſal * Lamen» 
ration among the Poor, as if they had been in the Valley of Bochim: 
Neither vvas their Chariry extended only to thoſe, vvho had never 
made any fizure in the World, but alſo to very minv, ho were rela- 
ted to ancient Khonourable Families, yet being etiher immediatly de- 
{:ended from thriftleſs or graceleſs Parents, & by them expoſed, as 
it were, ſtark naked to the wide world zor having onee well to live, 
yet by tome fatal mifchance { without their own prodigality) were 
brought very low, which they could neither prevent nor redreſs, ſo 
that they were not only reduced to great Penury, but allo to be- 
come very contemↄtidle ia the Eyes of Plederans, who are apt to 
misjudge all anfortunat Perſons (be their deſcent never fo ho- 
noutab. e) as a company of hy Fools: But to that kind of ge” 
9 N theſe 


A . 22 ) jo 
_ theſs Monafteries were the beit SanQuaries, under Gad, I mean, for 
fuch Calamitoys perſons of both ſexes, according rotheir refpeQive 


foundations, for unleſs they were extreamly degenerated, they mill 


kept an open eye upon that great reward mentioned, Sr. Math. 25. 
which ſhall be awarded to all thoſe who make conſcience, by their 
Charity and Hoſpirality, to feed and cloth a Naked Chrift in bis 
tͥᷓ 

The other Conveniency telates al lenatly to rhe! Female Sex, ma- 


ny whereof would be content to live a ſingle life all their days, if 


their Celibacy were not expoled to Miſconſtruction & contempt: un · 
charitable perſons being apt to impute it, to the want of the goods of 
the Body, Mind and fortune, or any thing el{c than the love of Chaſti- 


ty, that they are fo long unmatched, and thus they become very de- 


ſpicadle in the eyes of a very wicked World: So that too many of 
2 Noble deſcenc ( to obviat the reproach of Superannuated maids 
by profane Sparks ) have not only deſcended below theirquality, 
but have alſo thrown themſelves imo the armis of extream vitious 
ſoos, (eite Mezentins bis Foining of the living to the dead,) that 


rhey might not any longer hear that Song, Gather your Roſe budd: 
whit you may c. nor have their ears beaten with that Nonſen- 


fical poetical Satyr againſt . old Maids, that it will te their hard 
fate to lead Apes in hell. But Nunneries were found 3 moſt honou- 
table retreat for all ſuch deſpiſed Viriuoſoes, where in lie v of con- 
tempt, they were Judged (by diverſe of the Antients } moſt bleſſed 
among Women, becauſe they were affecting that Aureola, which is 
- Prepare! for virginity, as all the Schvolmen conclude. 8p 
Now when all theſe advantages of truly religious houſes above 
expreſſed, are duely pondered in the Scales of Keafon and Conſci- 
ence, | ſuppoſe there is no ſober Chriſtian, due will be ready to joyn 
Ive wich me; that they would be very Uſefull for a Chriftian Na- 
tion, if duely Regulated, which Imports, that theſe Societies 
ſhould live ina very pertect conformity to the eſtabliſhed laws of a 
Reformed Church and State, and that the leaſt prevaricator or pre- 
vaticattix ſhould be inftavtly extruded, as a Scavbed ſheep is driven 
away from the flock, upon the firſt appearance of that Contagious 
diſeaſe, that there may be nofutrher infection: and if this purgative 
method had deen always ſeaſonably uſed, it is probable that 1 
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of thoſe ſtately ediſices, which were eredted in Britain for ſuch Lau · 
.dable Bands, ou not have been buried long agoe under their on 
Kubbiſh & now;Seges abi. Troia fuit, aud l muſſ needs conteſs, that 
w ben I chenced to fee any of thoſe remalns, l have cordially. wiſhed, 
that the Ruins of choſe Religious Houſes, were now totally ruined, 
that Strangers may not take Vccalion any mare, from ſuch iuthfull 
- Speftacles (o brand our Nation with Barbariry upon that account. 
For Gods Graee is not limited to am time or. place or perſans, the 
wind of his Spirit blowing when it liſtsth, and where it lifleth, a 
molt Gracious God havirg promi led his Hol v Spirit to all that ask 
ir, in whatfoever Age ot the World, providing they ask arighi. Why 
may we not then be hopefuil (eben in this degenetat Age of the. 
World) that if Divine Providence {hall teuive theſe. antienr Mo- 
numents of Piety and Charity (as it wete fare poliiming . that 
the Golden Age would in as h gh a meaſuic he rettrived to this 
our Native Countery, as it was ia the days of our St. Columbus, 
when be Eretted that Noble Monaſtery at Ico/m Kill (or the Cell 
of Columbam) whole extraordinary Devotion and Mortification 
(tar more Ages: han One) made them to be greatly reverenced 
Through the whole Chriltiaa Worte. 
Vet for all my haſt to end this Charitable Speculation (which 
me fears ſhall not be found praQticable in my ume) I (hall only 
ſubjoin ore wiſh; That there bs no Vows impoſed upon tuck Ke- 
clules, but only. the Reiterarion vf their Baptiſmal Vow, by 2 
Solemn Declaration; that they ate reſolved to fand to It g by the 
Divine Afſiſtanee ) ail their days, and that whenſoever they re. 
ceive the Sacrament of the Holy. Euchariſt, which in the Primitive 
times, was at leaſt every Loris day. Neither am | ignorant, that 
the Ordinary Vows vt Chaltity, Foverty and Obedience, are uſu- 
ally fachered upon the Ga dt. 84, - when he did le ffitute thoſe. 
Greek Monhalifcks, which to this das are teamed the Monks of St. 
84%“, from whom, the Lotta Church pretends to have borrowed. 
theſe Vows, dur whoſoever was the Father of them, 1 wiſh they 
bad never ten put in practice, 1 mean cever injoined, being ſo 
hetle put | in practice, for the experience. of the World 
doth abundamly teach m | fappele the Poer had never con- 


goed it o with this fad truth, Nima in vetuun, for Logs 
| | ully 


fu liy perſwaded, st eden f the Rowan Church at this very day, 
 a-greater number of both Sexes, would have been found more 
truely. Chait and Continent, both in the fight of God and man, if 
. they had never deen'fettered with thoſe Vowes, © 
But leaſt I ſhould be judged - fingular in this Opinion, I ſhall 
lupport it with the Judgement of the Athenian Oracle, which - 
Learned Society bath ſolidly and percinently reſolved this Query: 
(If be lauſul te make a Vow never to Marry? ) As they have 
done many others. Here cake their anſwer in their own words., 
*1 quettibn very mach whether it be Lawtul to make an abiolute 
Vow never to Marry, and am rather inclined to conelude in the 
Negative; for tis to me unanſwerable Reaſon, becauſe the whole 
temper and confiizution of the body, hath been known to alter in 
ſome years time, and tho a perſon may at one time have power o- 
ver himſelf in things of this Nature, he may not at another time, 
tbe body being perfectly Mechanical, and in ſome cafes retuſing '@ 
obey the mind: z a ſafer courſe in my Judgement) if perſons willing 
to devote themſelves to a ſiugle life, tor the more uninterrupted 
Jer vice of God and their Couatrey ) is to doe, as tis ſaid, a late 
Noted man hath done for many years; make a Vow every morning, 
not tomarty till night, ſince for fo long, one may be able to gueſs - 
©24 ones own ſtrength. But enough al o of this, if not oo much. 
Page 144. There we read, But the neceſſity of the Kings Conſir. 
mation is clear ſrom R. Majeſtatem & c. It ſeems out Author hath 
not reflected upon it, that the Book called Regiam Majeſtaten 
becauſe it ſo begins) was compy led by Gan an Eng liſb man, 
and was never entirely adopted oy an AQ of Parliament, as 2 part 
of the body of the Scots Law, whether Statutury or Cuſtomary. 
Page 196. A much more obvious Etymolagy, or Atiology of 
the word Mort iſicat ion, (even to plebeian heads) might have 
been found, than what our Author derives from a Satyr upon the - 
Clergy, viz. donatio propter Mortem, when a man on his Death 
dei is willing ro part with that (which, may be, was formerly roo 
dear to him ) upon a pious or Gharitable account; for many ſee. 
more of the vanity of the world, by looking one Hour into the 
Glafs of Death, than ever they did all their life rime betore, - 
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Page z06. Our Author memiens Pope Innocent his ordering the 
Ereftion oi the Cathedial of the Biſhop of Mazrray, but finee there - 
were many Innocents (I mean Popes of that Name) neither could 
it be Innocent the I. (who is uſually: named 44/o/ure') for he lived: 
in the 57h, Century, but ſince cheir aldeſt Era of that Erection. i: 
ſuppoſed o de the 137b. Cedrury; therefore id behoved to be ei- 
ther lanosene the 3d: or 4, for both lived therein 
Page 214. Here the Author ſays, that he does not al together diſap- 
prove the hing the bones of ſome eminent per ſons in the Church. 
c. but Phyſicians could have furniſned him wich 2 Phyſical reaſon 
againſt i, vizs when the Church is transformed into a Huf, it be- 
ecmes an un hal ſome place for the living to breath inn, 
It might here alſo have been told, that Confznrine the Great, 
was the firſt who had his bones laid in a Chriſtian Church, called 
the Chutch of the Apoſtles, yet not in the body of it, but only in 
the Porch thereot, and he obteſted the Clergy for this, as a great 
favout on his degch Bed ; but not long aitar that Royal Interment, 
the bodies of much meaner perſons were Crowded into the body 
of che Church; tor the Ambition of ſome of both Sexes reacherh 
beyond the Grave. | {EA Off 
Page 226, 327. 228. 1 muſt needs be fo Ingenuous, as to de- 
clare for once, that our Authors |Hiftory of Tiches is fomewhar con · 
fuſed, notwithſtanding his omn Declaration {in limine) that it 
was hs project to make it ſome bertet underſtood, than general» 
ly hitherto it hath teen; for we find Naufragium in porta, in his 
doubttul ſzying. But when or where the payment of Tubes firft be- 
gan under the Goſpel diſpenſation, I cannot teil: Only we're fare 
it was not before the 400 year of God; Ne. Whereas in the very 
next Page, viz. 228 He apparently -contradiQts that aſſertion, 
whete he tells us, that Conſta nt ine the Great was the firlt who 
commanded the Payment of Tithes, But they muſt needs be ill 
acquainted wich the Civil or Eteleſiaſtick Hiſtory, who do not 
know, that Canſtantine the Great was doth dead and buried vefoie 
the middle of the 47h; Century; ſo that the bett Apology that can 
be poſſibly made here}is,'rhat ir is a Typographick errcur,be have- 
tg put the 400 vent for the 4b. Century. For it cannot tadonally 
be lmagined, that Tithes either great or ſmall, were openly pay- 
+ | A 
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ed befote the beginning of the 475. Century, ſince Diacleſtan with 
dis bloody Collegue  Maximianus Herculeus, and their no leſs San- 
gulnary Ceſars, were about that time furiouſly raging againſt the 
hurch of Sd. e 8 | 
_ _ Thidem. Our Author as if he deſigned to Antedate rhe Claim of an 
Univertal Monarchy by the King of France, & that for the ſpace of 
900 years, inſinuats that all Chriſtian Princes, Danced after the Pipe 
of Pepin, and his Son King Charles, for thus he words it; Page. 
228. Tea the learned Biſhop of Satum ſays, that Pepin hegan, and 
Charles the Gr ear Settled the Payment of Tithes, and otber Princes 
Generally fallamed their example; But a Scott man is ready to tell 
bim, that his Voucher, whom be cizes too frequently io the mattet 
ot Tiches, was ſcaice wotthy to carry the Bocks ( eſpecially ia 
the concerns of Philology, Anteint Hiſtory and (rue Criticiſms; 
not to ſpeak of a much more Solid Zeal for his Mother the 
Church) the Books (I ay) of another Engiih Biſhop named 
Nic hard Montague, who did over-ſhoot the Great Lawyer Selaen 
in his own Bowe, for he was alſo a great pretender 10 antiquity, 
bur he found Montague ſuch an Antiquary in the confutation of 
his Book againſt Tiends, that he perfeQly Silenced him, and tho? 
he lived diverſe years after the Death of his Antagoniſt, yr he 
never adventured- upon a Reply, which Silence appeared the more 
ange in the eyes of thoſe, who had been at the pains to read ihe 
Preface zo Selden's Book, wherein ( ſuch was his diſcretion ) he - 
moſt infolently brands the whole Clergy of England with Igno- 
rance: for tis in allufion to that ind iſcietion, that Montague fub- 
Joyns this Sarcaſm, to any unanſwerable Argument in favours of 
Tithes Cas he at leall ſuppoled) Ad rbis is from one of. the Igno- 
rant Clergy. | 1 „„ 
[ wiſh our Author Rad at leaſt as ſtudiouſly petuſed the Anſwer, 
as the Challenge, l mean Montagues Bock, as well as Scldent, 
for it might have obviated much pains, in tranſcribing many ſiliy 
Topicks from Selden, which were uncontrollably aviwered by 
Montague, before our Au:hor was born. For this molt learned 
Biſhop, doth readily. grant, that there could be no Tithes payed 
in France, in otedience to any Civil Law there, till the Converſi. 
on of Clodoveus or King Clovis 1. but a little after his Converſion, 
9 e they 
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1 . (28) W 
they came to be payed by Law, which was at leaft 300 Years be - 
fore Charles the Great. He alfo grants, That the fierce Nation 
of the Sa on, could not be preſumed to dedicat their *Tirbes to 
the Church, till that gteat Emperout by 30 Years War compel» 
led them to become Chri/t:ans; Neither could it be rationally. 
imigined, That any of thoſe Northern Kingdoms were early pay- - 
ers of Tithes, who were folate in pay ing their Homage to the 
True and Living God. ee e Low is on 

But as for Britain ( eſpecially bis Native Countrey Exgland ) 
the ola Maxim, qui hiſtoriam ſue gentis ignorat, domi perigrins- 
tur; was proverbially applied to that too confident DiQator, as if 
the "avz% ton of Pythagoras had been "due to him, for if be 
would not have had his bare Word paſs for good Coyn, he ſhould 
not have ſuppreſſed that, which being once brought to Light, dif. 
covered either groſs Ignorance or prejudice in the 'Author; for he 
inſinuats, that there was ndthing of our holy Religion in England, 
defore 4zgultia the Monk; for that Aſſertion, that the £ng/:/þ 
date their Converſion to Chri/t;anity only from Auguſtin the Monk 
his Miſſion and Expedition into England about the year 600,is very 
apt co iſmpoſe on all choſe, who are ignorant t hat the old Brz- 
tains had for diverſe” Cepturies of years, poſſeſſed that individual 
Land, with the bleſſing of the Goſpel among th-m, and that from 
the Days of &. Lucius ( accounted the eldeſt Chriſtian K. in the 
whole World ) in which that glorious Light did fill ſhine, till 
it was extinguiſhed by the Pagan Saxons, and. the whole Nati. 
on driver by theſe unfaithful Auxiliaries o the Mountains of 
ales, to Cornwall and Cumberland, among which Inhabitants 
( when Auguſtin came to profeiyt thelr infidel Sucteſſors in the 
Body of England) that famous Monk found well ſettled Chur:hes 
provided with Titbes, and alfo ſo orderly, that they wanted not 
their Hierarchy of Arch Biſhops and B.ſbops, Prerbyters and Deas 
cons (not to ſpeak of ſome famous Moneſteries among them) ſer 
who hach not heard of the Monks of Banger, many hundreds 
whereof were maſſacred by a Pagan Kitg, at the inftipgarion of 
that proud Monk Cas many ſuppoſed ) becauſe they would not 
comply with all the Ceremonies of the Roman Church, but the 
Non-payment of Iixbes was not any point of this Quarrel ; ino 

Gregory 


5 | 


| TE „ | 
Gregory the Great, his great Padron, had in many of his Epiſtles, 
recommended them to the Chri/zien Church; not to ſpeak of more 
ancient Decretals to the-ſame purgole, which are acknowledged 
to be genuin by the deſt Crz/cks of both fidesz for he had been 
_ prodigiouſly impettinent, to quarrel the want of that, which be 
knew to have been ſo long in uſe among the. =o 
Loet us take a brief View of the Saxon Heptarchy, and there I 
 fhall only point at three Evidences ( in lieu of many ) that it is 
highly improbable they ſhould have wanted rhe uſe of Tathes till 
the grb Century, in which the Renowned K. Alfred lived, for it 
was a conſiderable time aftes that Heptarchy was diſſolved. Now 
the firſt Chriſetan Prince among theſe 7, was Ethelbert the K. of 
Kent ( where alſo the fir}. of the Heptarchy was toundedJ whoſe 
Zeal for the Chriſtian Religion, not only prompted him to make 
the inſliument of his Converſion; the firſt Areh Biſbop ofCanterùury, 
| (tho there had been Arch Biſhops of London among the Britains long 
efore) but alſo gave him his own Royal Palace at Canter bury, 


to dwell in; and who can doubt, when ſuch fervor novitius was 


upon that K. but that Auguſtin would easily haveprevailed with 
him, to beſtow thai ſame legal Maintenance on his ſacred Offi. 
cets, as was in /pecie ptactiſed at Rome ? So that this happy con- 
version being carried on in the ot Century, it is unaccountabie, 
that the ſaid proviſion ſhould have been prottacted by the ſaid 
King and all his Succeſſots, till the grb Century, and to Alfred, 
who lived near the end ef ir, tho chat Hepraichy was diſſol ved 
before that Century was well begun. * 11 og 
Tbe 2d &vidence; is that Oonation of Ina K. of the VVeſt Sax- 
ors ( which Kingdom at lat ſwallowed up all the refi ) now as 
he was the 7th from the firlt Chriſtian King named Kingi/l, fo 
there were ten intermediat Princes betwixt him and his Succeſſor 
K. Alfred. This is he who was the firſt Donor in the Chriſtian 
VPorid of that Tribute, called Peter- penee, ro the Romas Church, 
which from his time, was continued till the days of Henry che 
8th through all England; tor Potyder Yergil ( famous for diverſe 
Bocks, and his Engliſb Hiſtory among the reſt) was che Collector 
of that Peter pence in the time of K. Heary, and ſtayed there ma - 
ny years on chat accpunt, ull 5 laſt chat boifterous Prince ſpurned 


N | away 
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away the Pope and all his Dependers - and if it be tine that e- 
der was ſach a defiruRtive plagtsry, that he - defiroyed all - theſe 
Engii/h Records, -whenee he had compiled his Exg/i/h* Hiſtory; It is 
poſſible, that by that li,] Trick, he bath ſent many Evidenees 
for Tithes to the Flames. Now what tatlonal Man can imagine, 
that any Chriſtian Prince in bis right Witts, would bave obliged 
all his 80 as to 1 Penſion to a Forreign Biſhop (C and that 
under the Notion of Spirituality ) unleis his o Clergy had been 
. ſ»fficiently provided for, before mat time 

The 3d Evidenes ie, the yet extant Law for the payment of Great 
& Small Teindt made by the K. of the Weſt- Saxont, named Er hei. 
200% Son to Egbert the laſt K of the Weſt-Saxons,& the firſi Saxon 
KR. of all England) he was indeed Father to A!frcd, bur fo that Three 
of his Elder Sons, vis. ¶ Etbelſald, Etherbert and Erbelfred reigns 
ed fecreſhvely before him: As for the criffling Exceprions Sei. 
den w ich bis Difciples make againfe that Law of Erbetrwolf, it ay 
be ſaid of them, what old Chaucer ſaid of the Exgliſh in general, 
that what they love not, they ſeem not to under ſtand. Bur this may 
be eafily undericood from Authentick Hiftortes, Thar King Alfred 
by a Conftiturion full of fevere SanQtions, ratified what his Pre- 
dece{fors Ina and Erbelwolſe bad done, fo gave 4 Demonſtration 
to the World, that he was a good Chrifttan, a great Lover of 
the Church and a great Juftittary; and if we give Faith to all 
that is recorded to his Advantage, he was certainly one of 
the beſt Chriflian Princes, that ever was in this World. 4 
Zut let us croſs the Sea, even thre Iengit of Rome, and there 

( it we either believe the Church or fecutar Hifftory ) we may 
find abundant Evidence for the paymem of The, to the 
Church, even in the 4th Century. Thus Rufiaus, who u- 
ed therein, teltifies concerning the Snburdicarian Churches, 
by which he denominars and bounds the aneient Dioceſs cf 
Rowe, and tho the Byſbop thereof, did afterward pretend to a 
much larger  JurifgiQtion, yer evsn that leffer Circle he af- 
fens them, compretiends- the far gremelt part of Irah, with 
mary adjacent Islands in che Tyrrhen and Mediterranean Sea; 
Neithet is it conſiſtent with Reaton to imagine othetways, ſince 
_-the Roman Church was even then a well conieltat and flouriſhing 

Church 
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Church and had no other eontint Carats for maintaiog all the 
Sacted Officers thereof, than the Gteat aud Imal Ticnds 
Licraive Cafuil bnrr2ds's by \ndulgentes, Diſpeaſations &'e :heing 


not 23 yer hammered upon the devils Anvil. 


Yet let us for once ſuppoſe ( which is indeed a very abſurd Ima- 
nnarion ) that the Roman Patriarch was deſtitute of the benefit of 
ithes till the days of Char/e- Main, yet it is certain, that the Greek 
Church, had the other four Parridtchats in it, to wit, Conſt anti nople 
Alexandria, Antioch and Hieruſalem, and that all theſe Eaſtein 
Churches were Invelied with that EccleBaſtick Gatment of T:ithes 
|  hefote the deach of Coafartia? the Gteat. and conſequently long he+ 
fore the end of rhe 4rhi Cefittiry ;So that I cannot deviſe any thing to 
keep the Counetanites of theſe who Imagin, that the Introduction 
ot Tithes into the Latin Church, was ſo Bie as the days of Charles 
the Great, than to 1ay that ConFaniine was fo ambitious to have 
the Old Byzantium to become Nova Roma, that he quite forgot the 
old Rome, not wolthftanding, that his great Empire extended to both: 
hut if we conſider the great Cafe of that great Emperor to inrich 
gil the Churches within his dominions, (which a blind Bayard like 
to Mzitton thought too too great) whatever our Author with his 
youchers, whether Biſhops or Lawyers, may think or write in 
the Cafe, to averr that Pepin begun, and Charles the Great ſetled 
the payment of Ties, and other Princes generally followed their 
Example, is in my humble Judgment 2 Complex propoſition no lefs 
_ abſurd, than if an Igno:ant Hiffor ian ſhould confidenily affert,thar 
Alexander the Great learned bis great Courags and Condatt in Wa: 


* 


from the Example of the Great Julius Ceſar, tho it is mosi ceitain, 


chat Alexander lived abuut 300 years before that great Ditta:or. 
Bat our Author himſelf (If be ceuld have made the right uſe of 
it ) might from nis own conceſhons, have afforded a more itue and 
per nent account of i, viz. that Charles Marte! the great 
Major Domo to Chilperich the 5th and lait of the Merovingien Race, 
(ot which Koyai Cipher he uſed to ſay, Noluit regnare, Sca 
Reg ibis Imperare ) having borrowed the Ute of the Tubes, fiom 
the Clergy of France { to give it no worſe tile, tho the dream of 
Evcher ius impotis no leſs than Robbery) if that Jon bad come Laugh» 
iag home ( according to the Scots proverb ). it ſhould not have been 
; : accounted 
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aecounted a Rapin, for Neceſſity hath no la, and great was the No- 
ceſſity of the Gallican State at that time, fot the Moors from Spaine, 
whoſe 12 Kingdoms they had almoſt totaliy ſabdaed, with a Cons 


| fideradle part of France, which formerly betonged to the Gorbes, 
_ .. theſe Moors | ſay with thres hundred thouſand men at leaſt, did 


break in like a flood upon the South part of France, and were come 
almoſt the length of the Loir, and in all probability, would have o- 


venun all France, if that moſt Martial Prince for his Sitname Mar- 


tel did import no fefs ) had nor ſeaſonably interpoſed at the City of 

Toures, and by a Notable victory, which the Lord of Hoſis gave 
him, ha reſcued both che Clergy and Laity of France our of the Jaws 
of thoſe ciuel Infidels; but the Church found it a matter of difficulty 
to pull thoſe Ecclefiaftick Marſels out of the Mouths of his Men 
of War who were ready to ſay ( as did William Rufus about 400 
years afterwards) that Gnds Bread was ſweet. Therefore it col} the 
Son of Martel Some pains and his Grand child too, (I mean Pepin 
and Charles the Great) to cauſe the Helrs of thoſe Suns of Mer, 


to diſgorge thofe ſweer Morſels: and this is all we are to underſtand 


of that ſo much celebrated exemplary Zeal of the Father and Son 


by our Author and his Biſhop. 


The Author hath not yer dons with the matter of Tithe: (& con- 
ſequently nor his Obſervator } for there remain ſome doughty (1. 
had almoſt ſaid Naughty ) Arguments againſt that Antlent pairmoe 
ny of rhe Church, which in all Civilized dominions of Chriſtian 
Princes, were never contraverted till the Reformation, unleſs by 
ſome hairbraind hereticks, who were never governed either by Re- 
ligion or Reaſoa: kur ſince we promiſed at the Beginning. to follow 


our Author zar 2445, there are Some [ntermediar miltakes, which 


1 ſhall briefly Notice, and then return to the great fſubje& Matter 


Page 230. He obſerves there / out of a much dettet Antiquary 
than himſelf) that there is no Mention in the Charters before K. 


Davids time, of Par ſona (not perſona ) and Vicarius Ec. It ſhould 
have been expreſſed, that this K. David was K. David the 1. 


(alias St. David) leſt ſome Tenoramw take it for David Bruce. 


| Page, 231. And in diverſe other pages J Our author tells us, 
that the payment of Tirhes in Scotland was ſeiled with thit Oppo- 
| WW  fation 


— 


frion and reluſtancy, that the Biſhop 21 Orkney loſt his life in the 


Quarrel : and in another place he tells uy, that the Name of that 


Maſſacred Biſhap was Adam, but 1 muſt tell him, that he need - 
ed not have croſſed the Pem land Frith to find that Mutdered Biſhop, 
lince it wat not Orꝭney hut Caithneſs, which was the Scene f that 
Tragedy; and from that fore-chought Felony to infer the reluctancy 
of the People of Scotland, to pay their Tiches, he might as well 
conclude their averſenefs to pay Miniſters S:ipends, if a Stipendi- 

ary Presbyterian were Murdered by a crew of Barbarous Villans 
becauſe he made ule of Letters of Horning and Poinding againſt 
Deſiciems. But leaf} an Ingenuous Reader lhould imagine that 
our Hiltorian had ſome com placencie in that repeated Narrative, 


it had been fic to have ſubjoined, ſome time or oiher how condign» - 


ly Alexander |. puniſhed chat Barbarous Aſſaſination, if we be- 
liere cur Hiſtorians, which was ſo ſevere, that no doubt our Au- 
_ thor wauld have ſaid, excefie nedicina modum, Nc. 

Page 232. It is there told us, that Pope Urban he Il. gave to 
Peter of drragen ard his Souldiers the Tithes of all the Lands 
he ſhould Kec5ver from the Saracens; but leati any apprehend 

the Popes Bulls to be more Monſtruous than they are, it ould 
have been told, that the defign of the ſaid King of Arragon vas 


again thoſe Saracens, who had Liſurred both Stock and Tiend * 


from Chriſtians, who had been che former Leg:timiie poſſeſſots 
ot rchoſe Lands. ä 

Page 234. There, it is Writen, 1. That the Emperocur Charles V. in 
the year 1530 dealt and prevailed with them / i. e, the Ho- 
ſpitallers or Knights of 86. John) to aecept of the Iſle of Malre 
for their Reſidence, Oc. But it had been better worded to havs 
{aid, that theſe Knights being driven out of Rhodes by Solyman the 
Magaificent, that Cher/es the Emperour did generouſly beſtow 
(io ſpight of his great Tzr&if Rival ) the famous Iſle of Malta 
with ſome other li:tle Ones not much diſtant therefrom, upon thole 
Chriſtian Knights, that they might not be Vagtants through Eu. 
rope any mare ; Yet referved to himſelt and his Heirs, as 


Kings of Spain, the dominium directun, without requiring any Red. 


de ndam for the dominium utile, * only a Solema ackowledg · 
ment 


l 1 
ment, that the Kings of Spain ate their conſlant Superiours in fe- 
ſpe of thoſe Iſlands. . = . The 

Page 241. The Anthor. Treating. of the Fatal Exciſion of the 
Knights Templars, be thu: expreſſeth his Sen iments. Some fay 
their Crimes drought defrruttion upon them, bur whatever was the 
*auſe, our Authors agree, that none of theſe ill things laid 40 
their charge were proven againſ} them, c. tee it might very 
pertinently have been told, that their grezt Maſter (ho was a 
French man) when he was en ering into that Fatal Fire, (-where- 
in he and the test of his Order who could be ſeiſed upon) were 
Sentenced to be burnt alive The faid Matter firtt craved Pardon 
of God, and then of all his Order, for belying them in the exe. 
miry of Torment (for he was Racked till he conſeſſed both him. 
ſelf and his Order Guilty of the greateſt Grimes Imagwable ) but 
there he atteſted the Omniſcient God, that they had cunfiraired his 
infirme Na:ure, to confeſs Crimes, that. were never wrought nor 
thought by any of his Order, for ovght he knew. Therefore he 
Summoned Philip called thz Fair, the King of France, and Pope = 
Clement V. to appear before the Impartial Divine Tritunal, with- 
ina twelve month (and ſome make it lefs than the half of that 
time) there to abide and anſwer for that great Injuſtice done by 
them, to him and his Order ; Now. all grant that both theſe great 
Men died within the year. | WS #6 

Page 244. Mertioning again thoſe Templers, he tells us That 
their Vowes were not bke thoſe of the Re/igieux, for their Vow 

of Chaſtity did not tie them up to a ſingle life, but implyed on- 
*ly Continence; which might have been obſerved in a Married ſtate 
e. Heie ate two apparent Errours, co any man acquainted with 
Hiltoty. The 1/7. is, that the Vowes of the Religious were pot 
upon them: whereas it is certain that at their admiſſion into that 
Order, they behoved Solemnly to promiſe and Swear to Chaſtity. 
Poverty and Obedience; which are all the Vowes required in the 
inideſt Orders of the Reman Church; the Jeſuits alore (that they 
might appear ſingular, ) havirg ſuperadded the Oath of M ſſion: 
It 15 well known that the Templars cock the i- me Qaths, that the 
Heſpirallers had done, for the latter were eb'abliſhed ſome years 
before the former ; and it js certain, that the Knights of St Fob 
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to this very day, are bound to live continent, that is never to Mar- 
ry, But this leads me up to the other miſtake, Of which I con- 
feis 1 cannot make ſenſe, he having fo confounded Chaſtity and 
 Continence; for | am ſure the ordinary import of that Phraſe to 

Fow Continence, is to Swear never to Marry, and if a man make 
Conſcience to keep that Vath, he cannot be ſaid to be Continent 
in Marrisge, without apparent ContradiQtion; and it our Author 
ſhall fay, that they are only bound to Swear, that they ſhall 
tive Challly in Marri-ge, I cannot Imagine, that he meant ſuch 
Chaticy as the St, Erheldreda praQtiſed (who if we believe: vene · 
rable Bede in his Ecclzfiiftick Hiſtory: ) that after being twice 
Married, ſhe lived and dyed a Maid, tho' ſhe had not the ill 
luck to be Martied with Euruchs, yet *tis molt certain, that God 
requires corjangal Chaſtity, & ir ought to be among all Married per - 
ſons; but l mult needs ſay, that this would de a very ſuperfluous 
Oath, ſince the Murrimonial knot neceſſarily 9 in the ſight 
of God and of his Church, that when a Man or Woman do vo- 

Lontary put their heads into ſuch a Nooſe, they inſtantly bind up 
themſelves from all exotick ctiminal fancies, till Death give a 
dimiſhon to the Party iurviving; Now let us ſuppoſe a Monk or 
2 Nun in the Greek or Roman Church t2 break out of theit Con · 
vents in order to Marriage, and then to Juſlify ihemſelves by ſays 
Ing, that they ſwear only to live Chaltly, =hich they are reſolved. 
to do in a Married fate ; for all that Gloſs, I am confident, they 
would give them no better Epithets than thoſe they applyed to 
Martin Laber and Cazherin Bora, vis. itteligions Feijured A. 

oltats. 
7 Page 252 There our Author tells us, that Chriftian Princes ta 
* oppoſe the Barbarous Hunt, Gott.s and Vandats, carrying all be- 
fore them in Europe in Faſtinians time &c. They are ill acquaint» - 
ed with the Roman Hittory who do not know that the Ram in Em- 
pire after the laſt Fatal diviſion of it betwixt ꝛhe Sons of Iheadoſius 
tbe Great, wis miſerably. oppreſſed by frequent Inundations of 
Barbarous Natiors, and many more than are here expreſſed; fo 
that even the Eaſtern Emperours hid their hands tull adoe with - 
the Gords and Vandals, not to ſpeak of the Weſtern Empire, which 
rem ine Days of Henorize, did Hill pitifully decline, till is ſuf- 


feredi 


. : = 
ſered a total Ecclipſe in the time of Angyſftulrs, | fay the very 
Eaſtern Empire from the days of Arcadius lucluſively, with ail his 
Succeſſots, vis. Theodofins the younger Marcianus, 2 Than 


Zeno, Anaflaſirs and Fultin l. (who was Uucle to Zuſlinian | ) | 
all rbeſe undoubtediy were very much vexed and perpicxed with 
the Barbarcus Nations. but to pitch upon FJuſſiaian alone, that 
in his days they carried all before them, it is a Grange Aniſtore ſia, 
unleis we underſtand him per antipbhraſin. For tis certain, theſe 
Barbarous Nations were never ſo much born down by any, no not 
by all the foregoing Princes, as by Fuſtinian alone, if we be. 
lieve Precopiut, who bath writen the Hiftory of his life. and of his 
Maſter Beliſarius at great length:where be tells us, that by this Fa. 
mous Captain, Zuſtinian not only ſubdued the Per ſians in Aſza, 
but al ſo quite extinguiſhed the Empire of the Vandals in Afr ek 
( where they had domineered moſt cruelly for many years )) and 
by the ſame General, did break the power of the Geib in Italy 
(the total ruin whereof was ar laſi accompliſhed, by ano het Captain, 
the Valiant Nar/es, tho an Eznuch, ) fo that having EteQted the = 
Trophies of his Viftories in ali the great diviſt.ns of the World 
Known at that time, he juſtly merited the Title of Fuſtinian the 
Great; and vught 10 be praiſed ro the Worlds end, for promoving 
ty his Authority that Great Work of the Corpus Furis (ivilis, aid. 
that oy the Minifiry of ITribonianus, Dorotbheus and Theophilus 
(three eminent ICTs z who reduced 2000 Bocks of old Laus 
with 3cecco Sentences, (which comprebended the Antient Se-. 
vatus Conſult, the Plebiſcita, the Edida Piætoran, the Imperial 
Conflitutiens with the Reſporſa prudentum / into the 50 Books of 
the Digefts orPande@s;in which Pandet!s we may find his great con: 
cen for the priviledges of the Catholick Church; and in the Theo. 
daſian Code, but eſpecially in his Nove!ls, we may find all the 
Revenues due to the Church, the Tithes being judged the moſt con» 
ſtant Spirituality thereof, eftabiiſhed dy diverſe Imperial Edits, 
{f our Author had been a Roman Catholick, 1 would not have ad- 
mired his depreriating this great Emperour, becauſe ( as they al- 
ledpe) de held too high a hand over the Chuech, by ſut jecting for- 
looth their Pontif himſelf to his Imperial Ed &ts bur if they had 


pondered the Commentary of St Chyſoſtow on Rom, chap. 13 with 
| many 


many others, they would * font: that Emperour did no more 
than his Duty, ſince che Biſhop of Rome was one of his Subjects; 
yea fome of them have maliciouſly charged him with lenorance, 
and that ſo grofs, as if he could neither read nor write: But this 
is a very ignorant miſtake ( if not voluntary ) for 7ufin the firſt, 
his immediat Predeceſfor, and Uncle to Fuftinian, who was an 
unlettered Man,as being educated among the Thracian Shepberds, 
Yer by his perſonal Gallaniry,did at laſt climb up to that Throne 
in the Eaſt, tho his Predes eſſor Anaſtaſiat, once deſigued to 
have tumbled him into his Grave ( not his Nephew Juſtisias, to 
whom he gave noble Education „ but was diverted from that 
bloody Intention, by a Night Viſicn, if we give Faith to Tome 
Greek Hiſtorians „ 3 
Paęg. 279. Here our Author begins to attack that old Fort of 
the Patrimony of the Church (even the jus divinum of it) much 
more direAly than tormerly, and bath thrown ſuch Bombs there» 
at, that no doubt (if we conſult his own Imagination) he hath 
already reduced to Aſhes all the Eccle/iaſtical Tit hes in Criſten- 
dem; yet before the diſcharge. of his ſeveral ſorts of Artillery 
(all which are charged with Law and Divinity, Philoſopty 
and Hiſtory, all of equal Solidity ) he thought it fit in the firſt 
ou to take to Task our learned Countrey Man, Dr. John Fore 
es of Cor/s, whoſe: words he gives us again in this page, vis. A 
earned Divine in our own Countrey, hath gone another and 
*thorter way to work for maintaining the Churches pretenſion to 
the Titbes ; Thefe being once devoted, and fer apart for di- 
vine Service, (ſays he ) the taking them away and the applying 
them to another uſe ( he hath forgot to erm it a common and 
profane uſe ) is like what Asana. and Sepphira did with the 
price of the Land. He alſo forget to add the reſt of that great 
Souls Argument, v:s. That a ſcandalous Eceleſſaſtiek may for- 
eit his uſe of them, becauſe he pever was more than an Uſu- 
 *fruQtuary, dut the Thing being devoted to the Church, it c au- 
not be forfeited, fo long as it continues a Chriſtian Church, 
Immediatly after reading the Words of our Author; 1 did exo 
peQ a particular Confutatian, (at leaſt an attempt cf ic ) but all 
the Confutation 1 find, is SR pag. 283, of ſuch ay defire an 
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Anſwer to Dr. Forbes Argument,. for leaving them to the Church, 
co what is advanced Patt. 1.6, 5. 2. 25 n. which: Artiele there 18 
u very politick Suſpenſion couched in the words of itz which minds 
me of in Anfwer, that the old Solon N voung Pit rate, 
ho had ulutped upon the free State of Azbens, for which Uſur« 
pition being harply reptoved by that tamous Law giwer, who 
gave iin no better Epithets, _ than an unnatural Patriat, and a 
Anenable Tran 1, Pifiſtratus rejuyned, How: date you be ſo bold; 
wherein.do vou truſt, that ycu give duch baie Language ta him 
that hath the power of Life and Death in his Hands? | truſt ſaid 
Soron) to my o/d age: But in lome othet parts of the World, ma- 
ny may he found who have not ſuch confidence in their Gray fairs, 
as to adventure upon that which may be miſconſſructed to de 8a. 
dalum-magnatum ( for a Fox-Earg may be miſtaken for Horns) But 
Tt hope there Is no danger in telling a Dream of a Counteſs in our 
Countrey, who fancied in her ſleep, That ſhe ſaw a great number 
of Monks with their Pen-Koives undermining a famous Cattle a» 
mong us; which is fitwar upon a-mighty, great Rocks The ap- 
plicarion is eaſie; For this, begebe eff appears to me like 
one of thoſe Cover with his Fen- Koite in his Hand, nidoling 
at the impregnable Rock, which is the 82ſe of Dr. Fo- bes Poſiti- 
on, ithout 1he deduttion of one Atome from it and wichout che 
leaſt. convulfion in his coneluſion,  waich was this, That a Church 
Man once orderly inveſted bath ax good. a Kight. 10 bis due propos 
tion of the Churches Revenue, as any man can poſſibly haue to any 
Jecular Inberuance, viz. Law and Poſſ on. It being acknowledg- 
ed by all, That the Church of Scotland was in poſſeſſion of the 
| Iithes many Centuries of years before. the Reformation; and if 
| they poſſeſs them alſo jure d:vino (a many good: & learned Men 
| Judge, tat they, have made. it ſufficjeatly appear to the Workdthen 
ö they have 4 bettet Right, than any Seca/ar can have, For this three 
Cord is not eaſily broken, unlels an d4lexande 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ly, N 


* 


n dlexandex come with Sword 
in Hand, to diſſolve that Gordian Knot. | | 


Pag. 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 281, 288. 283 In all theſe 
pages vur Author advances with a, full Broad-fide. againſt-che'jus 
livinum of Libet, avd no doubt, öghts as. well as he can; | and 
the gicat Cjacius could do no more but it unhappily many ꝛimes 
ee talls 


* 


(99. 3 | 
falls ourthat hat ſome Men 1 a principle of Ignorance, Va - 
niry aui Self Love, for ſuum cuigus pultbrum) account Achille ar. 
ganente, yet others, leſs biaſſed, are apt · fo judge chem, not only 

to be ſilly Para/ogifmes, but al ſo moſt falſe and fooliſh. 1 wiſh'd 
hergtofdre-that-our Author had more ſeriouſly: conſidered the tua 
- ny ſtrong Arguments, adduced by the Learned: Montague, for the 
165 divinuꝝ of Tiles, vis. trom the Law of God, of Nature and 
Nations: the Civib aud Canon Lac, the Municipal Laws of all ci - 
vilized Chriuien Nations, the Sentiments of tus moſt ancient Fa- 
thets of the 'Charch, the Canons: of Councils both Provineial and 
General. Secular and Eccle ſlaſtick Hiſrory,, with a large account 
of many ſignal Judgments inflicted: upon Sterile gious perſons al - 
moſt in all Ages, even from the Days of Cain, Cc. whereby he 
ſtopped Seldens Mouth for ever-: and 1 ſuppoſed, that if any other 
offeted to throw down the Ganilet, and to take up the Cudgels 
again, he ſhould rather have artemprad to anſwer his moſt 
ratiopal Arguments categorically,” than to appear upon the Stage 
with ſuch a Fools Coat, I mean, ſuck pitiful wretched Arguments. 
1 hall only; mention two or three of ho Batteries againft this jus 
diving ol Tubes (on whish I ſuppoſe he as the greare'i fires.) 
when theſe are ſeen. fall to the Groanit, the Here Nuge & Duice 
Juiliæ will never he more notired, fo? ex ung ae Le nm. 
fag. 280. Theſe are his farmaha verba, Abra ham's payment 5 
Tithes to Melchiſedet u partly 4 piece of Homage to him as King 
of: Sale n, Ne. 1cour Authur had oorrow 4d this ſtrange Giots ou 
Holy | Scripture from his uſual D#7arvy, I thouli have applied 
that of the Poet to them both, ana in his Senfe roo; | 
- EEes̃regiam vero laudem © ſpolia ampla refertis, 


Inge Putrgque t aura. . 
But Seiden wer ever 10 foolith and impious to write at that 
Nate, in a dire Contradiction to Holy Scripture, hich toucheth 
too nigh upon Blaſphemy : For both the Prophets and Apoſtles 
were infallibly inſpired in all rhat they taught the Chutch of 

God,; and it is moſt certain, Thar the Rope! Propher, Pal. 119; 
hath expreſsly (aid; Thaw (meaning of Chriſt ) aria Prieft not 
King ) for. ever; after the order of Melchiſedeck, which words ate 
mote than once repeated:by-St,Pau in that Epiltle to the * 
| er 
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. { or wholoecer was the 8 of'it, for many Ages ago, it hath 


been acknowledged, by the Generaliry'&f 'the Chrs/1ian Word, to 
de a part of Canonical Scripture ) 1 admire that our Author did 


not advert to. it, I har: the greateſt part of that Epiſtle is found - 


ed upon a Compariſon intlituted detwixt the Melcbiſedeci an 


Prieſtbood C not his Royalty) and the Aaronick, to prove that 


Chriſt was a Prieſt for ever after the order of Melcbiſedect but not 


after the order of Aaron. We read indeed once in H, Scripture, 


That Meſes was King in Feſburun, but Aaron is never filed a K. 


dut often Prieſt, and ſomet imes the Saint of the Lord: but abſtra- 


cting from this Conttadiction to H. Scriptur 
propoſe two ot three Queries eo our Author 1 2 

1. Do you know what this Melthiſedect was'( 1 am not en- 
quiring concerning his Father) tor it any could refolve that Scru- 


ple why he had taken up his Dwelling among the polterity of 
wicked am, whereas the Generality of his own pofterity, had ta - 
ken up their Habitarions eaſt- ward of Euphrates, I would be very 
clear to think, That it was tne Patriaich Shew under another name, 


{or it Is cettain he lived beyond that time, even to the Days of 


Jacob, it being highly probable, that Abrabam payed Tithes to 


him as the ſtock of his Family, for the firſt-born at that time were 


all accounted Prieſts not to ſpeak of that Expreſſionof the Apottle, 


that the Leſſer is bleſſed of the Greaten. 


. \ 


1340, Do you know where this Salem was ſituated. which giye 
him the Title of Ropaliy ? I knoer it is the common Opinion, that 


it was Hieruſalem ; yet for ſome Reaſons, that we have not lei- 
ſure to exprels, | incline rather to think, That it was a little City 
ſo named, fituated towards the South of the Sea of Gelitze, 
31:0, How know you that Abraham was his Subject, and conſe: 
ſequently bound to pay him Homage and Tubes? For I am fure 


neither Scripture, nor any Secular Hiſtory, did ever tell you any © 


ſuch thing; for it is certain he was not a born Subject to any King 
of Canaan, but came by Gods appointment to ſojourn as a Stranger 
among them, and to have an ocular inſpection of that Land flow- 
ing with Milk and Honey, which his moſt gracious God had pro- 
miſed to his Poſtetity, yea & the perſonal. poſſeſſion of it to him- 
ſeif in Gods on appointed time (as ſome very judicious Commen 


ators. 


e, I ſhall preſume to 


wa: wo ca va am. 
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tators (who are for. the bleſſed Millennium) pretend to be ground - 


ed upon Phraſes they find in H. Scripeure; but there is not the leaſt 


insinaacioa in thoſe ſacred Records, that be fixed his Terr inaty 
place, that was termed Sem. Co | | 


And if the candid Reader would have my opinion of 10% Iam 


fo far ftom thinking; That Aörabam was à proper. Vaſſal to any 


of the King of Comeany. that be was a-prexter Prince than the 


greateſt of them all, at flat time: did not the Hivites acknom- 


ledge him to be a; mighty Prince among them? and Abimelech, 


King of Gerar, ſaid to his Son /aae, That he was much mightier 
than himſelf : For certainly tneie Kings at that time, were no- 


thing elſe than Royes d' Jvidat, That is; Royelets of petty Prinei- 


palkies, the laigeit of whien Toparchies were but of a ſmall di- 
men on, lince tie 31 Kings chat Jothua fubdued on the Weſt of 
Jordan, had not ſo much Bar ch in all their reſpe dice Territories, 
as to amount to the halt of the Kingdom of Scoland : yea if 
we believe Foſephæs the Jewiſh Hittorian, Abrabam made a grea: 


tet Figure alone, bum two or three of them could have done in 


Conjund ion: For be imagined that the 366 ( born in his own. 
Houſe ) whom he armed in order to the purſuit of thoſe 4 Rambe; 
lirg Kings (who by tome of the Ancients ate looked upon as 
Typical of thar ſame number of rathets aſſembled in the firit Ge- 
ner Council of Nice ) that Author, l ſay,corfidenily averrs, Thzt 
theſe trained Servants were ſo many Cenmutrions under A brabam, 
or Tribunes and Leaders of ſo many trained Bands tor the War, 


call ibem Brigads, or Squadrons or what you will; he had in- 


deed reaſon to infer, That there was not any of thoſe Prince: of 
Canaan, that could he made fach a Multer within his own 
proper Boands : But leaving that Braggadocio to 2 vain cu, let 


us take our Meatures from an intallible Standard; for H. Scripte 


teſtifies, that they were Servants born in his own Houſe, that is, 


vernæ or home born Slaves, which neccliziily implyes, that be 
dehoved to have many Servi Enptitii, that is, bought: with bis 
Money, that were the Parents of thole home born ſlavesz and 1. 


doudt, if chere was a Kirg in ali Candan at that time, whole 
Family was fo numerous and powerful; fot with lite aid from 
other Men, that renowned Father of the Feichiul, defeated a 
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gteat Atmy, which was bur lately victorious ever fire Rings, an 
defiroyel their four Kings upon the Head of it, — - ' 
Pag 280. His formatia verba are theſe; And as ſor the lato concerns 
ing the payment of Tithes among the Jews, that (faith our Author) 
cas only calculated to thrir particular Conſtitution, being à Theo- 
cracy where the Share payed in other Nations to their King, was re. 

ferved by God in a Charter from: Heaven 1a: hiaſelf & bus immediar 

Offcers the Prieſts and Levites, who bad not as our Church Men 
the Charge of Souls, &c. Thus I have ſer down his Mind verbe. 

ti, in which words two moſt pitiful Errors are found to lurk 

which 1 deem, in Charity, -rather-. ro be Sins of Igu 2rance,- ot of: 
fnz3dvertengie, t han ꝓutè malice oO 

The firſt is chis, That-the Fithrr were ordained to be payed to 

the Tribe of Lev meetly upon the account of that which our 40 

thor calls a Theocracy, which 1 confeſs iMhe uſual Title that is 

given hy the Ancienzs, to that Government of Gads ancient Peo - 
ple, from Moyes incluſively to the Prophet Samuel; but herein 

our Author hath been very inadvertent, in not confidering, That: 

if that kind of Government c ame once to be diſſol ved, fo thara 

viſihle King ſhould be advanced, as the Repreſentative of the in» 

viſible God, That the T:zhes payed to he Tribe cf Levi, behov- 

ed to run in that new Channel, when they had Kings like the Na- 

tions round about them, but we fina nothing of that tetriving of 

the Tithes te the Royal Family: for the Regulation thereof} we 

find many expreſs and excellene Laws in the XVII. of Put. tho 

it is evident that the Tribe of Levi had a judiciam Pofſrſſurium as 

to thoſe Tit hes mary years before the promulgation of tnote Laws. 

And tho X, Saw! became Tyrant enough, yet we never read of: 

any of his {acrilegious Attempts, upon the Pattimony of the Sons 

of Levi, notwwithſtanding:he had molt unjuſtly and cruelly slain 

very many of theſe Prieits.of-the Lord, who did wear a Liaaen 
| Ephod : As fot Jeroboam the Son of Acbat, ho made 1/rae!to ſin 

| by his Go/dex Calves a; Dan and Bethel, in which Idolatty, and the 

nianner of it, there was no little of Catral Policy, for thereby his 

people mere not only reſttained from complying again with the 

Houſe of David, by going up thtice in the year to Hieruſalem, but 

allo the heaits of all cove:ous Worldiings were thezeby gratifie, 


' who 


— 


who ste api to prefer Self and Pelf not only to the Priefls of i he 


Lord, but alſo to the true and living God himſelt, 


I know it may be ohjeded, That in 1. Samuel VIII. ch. we read 8 


chere in the Deſcription, that Samue! gave the 1/raclites of their 


King they were ſeeking, That he would take the Tenth of their 
Seed, of their Vineyards and of their Sheep, and give them to his 


Servants (whether they be Prieſts or not j whence they infer that 
the Tubes belong to the Kings to diſpoſe of them as they think fit. 


But thefe Allegacors ſhould have cited the Text compleatly, 
wherein they will find. it alſo expreſsly afferred, That their new = 
King would take their Fields, their Vine-yards and Olive-yards, 
even ibe beſt of them, and give them to his Servants; which evi- 
dently imports. That both $r9ck and Teind would become obnoxi- 


eus to the lawlefs Will ot cheir new Piince. And if the Context 


be duly conſideted, it inſinuats, That the prerogative would ſwal · 
low up both Libeity and Property in any of the Subject:; ſo that 


there is no ſober per fon, but may eaſily perceive, That here 
we have a deſcription of a perte& Tyrant, and fo far different 
from that CharaQter given by God himſelf, in the XVII. Ch of 
Deut. of a juſt and religious King, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
er Light from Dar ne jc: it being the ſole 4im of he Fropher Sa- 


excl; by ſuch a vile Character, to difiwece and deter that peo - 


ple from importuning him any more, to ſera King over them ir 


Imitation of other Nations. 

_ But not ithſtianding ot chis apparent drift of the Prophet theie 
are ſome who have chriſtned all the ill inings he hach ſaid of that 
Tyrannical prince, with the plauſible Title of jus Regius (te- 
cauſe God at laſt gave way to the imporruniries of that moſt pre- 
ſum ptuous penple ) which was douyed up by ſome too high 
flown Monarchical Men, before their late great Padron was born; 


yet in bis helliſh Leviathan, he hath taught chem their Leſſon 


more exaUly, viz. Thac ali the Liberties and Properties of peo- 


ple are at the diſpoſal cf their Prince. and even the Profeſſion of 


our holy Religion ir ſelf (which, when fecured by Law, is the 


principal-property of all that are truly Religious) from which 
coriupted Source, the too uſual Phraſes, of Prerogative-Royal, 


Abſoluic-Awtority, Diſpenſing-Power, and Obedience withoue 


Re- 


Fe Fr n 
Reſetve, did apparently flow; but ſinte all of ſuch baſe priociptes, 
it ſearched to the bottom of their Gangrene, would be found men 
of an lxreligious d iipobcion and a ſlaviſh temper, therefore Hhall 
difimiis them with. the words of Holy Scripture, he «bat will be 
filrby let bim be Gliby fill, and they are in the bigh road of being 
Bill ſo who had never fo murh ſpiritual: ferſe in them, as to d 
ſuunguiſh between the divine Pera iſpon and Approbation.. 
The 3d „ to de ſpoken to is ro be faund in the cloſe of the 
laſt Citation, v. That the Priefts and Levites had not as our Church- 
Men the Charge of Souls Ec. It ſeems Our author hach been fo. 
much takes up with the Study of the Ca-. Faris Civil & Canon 
nic i; and the Manicipa! Latos of the land ( he her Statutoty or Cuſ. 
tomaty, ) that he hath Searce found leifure vo calt his Eye upon this 
law of Moſes, contained at lengeh inthe Pentateuch & Epitomized in 
the lat book thereof, named Deateronomy, No Cura Anima um 
amongſt a people, Who had as much need of it, as any Nation under 
the Canopy of heaven? For, Not ithſtand lng of the Divine Scheching 
or Gods Glotious appearance both night and day in the Wilderneſs 
and his feeding them Miraeulouſly - for the: ſpace of 40 veares, Yet 
they ceaſed not to muimur againſt Moſes and their God: We have 
the complaint of their great'SenefaQuor for It, Noto theſe ten time: 
they tempted me and not hearkned to ny voice, that is, vety often (Nu. 
mes as Certus pro incerto] li is reported: of the Famous: Sorrares, 
that he purpoſely married Tantippe (an Infamous & old X only to 
tempt his patieſice, or that he might give a Cemonſtration to the 
world of his Admitable Meekveis, notwithſtanding fo much provo- 
cation, This little tory hath - ſome times put me in Mind, of the 
moſt admirable patience oi the Almighty God, tho he de. a fin reveng - 
ing Judge, and: a conſuming bre to all ine workers: of Iniquity, yer 
It hach been my femiment theſe diverfe years by gon Cut all due 
Reverence and Submitlion, ') that Our God made. choiſe of char 
eople of. reel, to de his peculiar abote all the Nations of the 
arth, becauſe the Omniſtient knew them to be the moſt: perverſe. 
people in the Whole world; and ot ſuch an Unmalleadle temper, 
_ $9 Ingtate, fo Gubborn, fo Kebellious and fiiffreckes; that they would 
give him Oecaſien every day to verify before the world, that moſt. 
Gragious Fioglamatioa et hu Gieat and Gloscus Name, _ 
J * 7d 


1 2 Mirotcoörvrö 
Tord, thr Lord Gracious and Mercifull, Slow to anger and ready to 


forgive, and who repemeth him of the Evil. &e. 


1 know it may be Odjected, that God ſent Prophets trequenily 


among rhem riſing up early and ſending them{which phraſe is often 
found in H. Scripture ) that is, ſeaſonadly, diligently, and frequent- 
ly, and that in Order t the Lnitruttion ofthe Ignorant, the Reproof 
of thoſe who had gone affray, and the ReduMorn' of thoſe wander - 
ers into the paths of Righteousneſs and Trath This Commiſſion 


cannot be denied, but we mutt carefully diftinguiſh berwixe an 
Ordinary and Extraurdinary Calling, and confeguem!y twixt Gods 


Ordinary and Extraordinary Care for his Antien( people: For when 
Prince, Pricl's and People were extraordingjly corrupted, God 
(too tax no deirght in the death of Sinners, but rather t hat they 
turn and ive raiſed up Prophets ( even to the revolted TenTrides, 
to forewarn them of Impending Judgements, and to obteſ them 
to flee from the wrath to come. by fly ing to God by true and 
ſpeedy Ke pemtance: Bur his Ordinary care for them was, by ſe ling 


a conſtant order of Church Guides among them, viz; the Pries and 


Levites, whom God appoiried to te their Spiritual ſhepherds, as 


may be proved from the 34 % Egekiel it great length, anc it a man 


ct law hath not leiſare to read a whole Chap: I hope he may be at 

ſo much pains, for his own Information, as to iead the 5. v. of the 2. 

Chapter of Malachi once and again. 7 | 
But left our Author ſhould Imagin', that 1 JuJge him Singular 


in bis Miſinterpretations of Holy Seripture, | ſhail juft now give 


. himan account of an Obfervation, I have had theſe diverſe years 
by gune, ever long betore | wat lutormed, that there was ſuch a 
Ferfon in the World, ro wir, that when:a Man goes out of kis 
own Element, whether he be Mathenatician, Phyſician, or Man of 
Law, tho he te pretty Gocd at bis cw pre ſeſſion, yet when be 


tampers with Divinity, 2nd will reeds become an Interpreter of 
Holy Scripiure, hand over head, he is found to ſtumble very ill, 


Lige One that-adventures to ttavell in a dark Night, im an un- 
known way, and without a Guide; tos thoſe mind no! the old Satyr 
againt ſuch fools, Ne Sutor ultra Crepridam, & Monachus in Op- 
pids ut piſcit in arido, nor that Counſel of the Apoſſle of be Geniiles 
Audy to be quiet and do your own &c. 1 (hall only give 
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One Inftance for each of thoſe * in lien of many, and 1 


hall begin with our Counney-Man Lord Naiper of Marchefton, 


who was 2a Renouned Mathematician through all Europe tor his 
Logarithmes: but when ſt unhappily came in his head, to com- 


men upon the Apoca/ypſe or Revelation (which is ſuch an àAbſttuſe 


{ubjeR, iat Caivin 4 great Divine would never aittempi It) he is 
found guilty of many pitifull blunders, e. g. he coo confidently 


allerts (even contrary to the expreſs teſtimony of our Saviour) 


that the Deyils know the day of Judgement, becauſe forſaorh that. 
helliſh Legion in that Demoniac Gadaren, ctyed out at the preſence - 
ot our Saviour, art thou come to torment ws before the time? But 


Reci taſſe is Refaraſſe. 


1 next inſtauce Sir Thomas Brown, an eminent Engliſh Phyſici- 
an, who ( being fo young) maniteſted a great deal of acuteneſs 
in his Religio medici. & much reading in his Enguiry into vulgar Er. 
rors;his expounding the Word (Axgehhin the «2.0f the AZs of the 
Apoſiles as if it Fgnified no more than a Meſſenger ſent from St. 
Peter, ( becauſe the Word in the Original bath that general fig- 
nificaticn ) is ſome what Ridiculous, as if every Meſſenger were 
bound to coum erfit his Maſters Voice; for there was never any 


King ( in his righe Witts) who made it one of his Inftrattions 


to his Ambaſſador, to imitat the Voice of his Confiirwear. And 
yet ſomeDivines have borrowed that light Fancy from Dr. Brown, 


in regard of rheir;Aotipathy to che Name and Office of a Tute!a- | 


ry Angel. 7 | 
The laf inftance is of a Spanih Donn, with a very 
long Name, vis. Don Diego Faxaido, &c. who appears 
well acquainted with the Civil and Canon Law, but eſpe- 
cially with the municipal conſtitutions of Spain, and 
that in his long advice to the King of Spain, who dyed 12; and if 
his Moral & Political luſtructions had deen well confidered and 
digeſted by his Pupil, as they oughr to have been, he would ne - 
ver have made himſelf ſo ridiculous to the world by ſuch a Teſta- 
ment, as is pretended, unleis it be ſuch a Sham, as was fathered 
on our King Fames V. when the ſuppoſed Teſlator was (in the 
moſt literal ſenſe Moraes mundo: but we mutt not forget that 
tae admonitions of this Tutor are Intetlarded with too many Ci. 
tations 
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 4ations from Holy Seriptute, both mivinterpreted and miſapply - 
ed, a5 will abundently appear to every lugenuous Reader. 

But let us return to our Thraſonice! Author with his Io Pæan, 


yet before we make a direct aſpett upon his Ovation and Tei- 8 


«mph, there are two or three other abſurdiries we find in our way, 
which are all of a piece with the formet; vet the more tidicu- 
lous in the eyes of any Jadicious Reader, betauſe they ate not 
only vain boaſtings, but allo barefated lyes, for- it was not e- 
nough for him to imagine, that he had with a Pigmean puff 
blown-away the generality of the Canoniſts and Clergy, efpe- 
cially the Enzirh Divines, who me for that Fus Divinum, which 
be oppolſeith wich all his might, for 1 give it in his own words, 
which may bs ſeen In Page 276. But it ſeems this invincible 36. 
laß, thought it below him to attack ſuch ſtripliags, therefor2 he 
Hiil cryes for a man to fight with, even the belt of men, many 
whereof Sealed their DoQtrine with their Heart 81009; and the'e 
are rhe generality of the Antient Fathers of the Church, and hov 
he looks dowa up'n them all, we may perceive from his own 
Words, which the Reader will find in his 3 
Page 251, As for the privat re ſonirgt e Origine, Ambroſe, 
Augutiine and ſome others of the Fathers they are ef no Authority, 
except in jo far as they are founded in Scripture Tellimony Nor 
is it goed Arguing wah us, 10 draw centain concluſions, as to the 
right of Tithes from Canons of the Church Re Mbis undervaluin z 
of Fathers and Councils and of all the Clergy both An'ient and 
Modern, who have not danced after his Pipe, minds me of a 
Siaty Kecorded by Plaiarch in the Life of the Great Antigonus 
| King of Syria, that When his Son Demetrius was magnifying the 
Arrry of the Confederats againſt him, viz. Selcucur, Prolomy, 
Ly/imachus, and Caſſunder, all which had been great Captains 
alſo under Alx aner the Great, Antig nus told his Son, that he 
would dilsipac all their Forees as ealſiy as a Child could ſcatter 
2 lock of lirfte Birds, with throwing bat a lire Stone atnorg 
them; but this was a Triumphing before the Vitiory, for defo e 
the evening ot that Fatal Day,thiefe lirlz Birds became Valrures & 
did prey upon the heart of that too haughtry Prince;tor a3 the King 


of HVrael ſaid, let not him who putteth on bu Armour hon lite 
bim who putteth ii e. Likeways 
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Likew ays it is apparent: that our Authors vilitying all the Fa - 
thers and Councils; ( in the Jaſt Ci: ation) is to nigh of Kinn, 
10 the Common Language of Shih boleth, of the moſt Bigot Presby- 
terlans, the Enthuffaltick Anabaptifts; ard Brain-fick- Quakers, 
and all under pretence of Zeal for ine Holy Scripture, bat in Ef. 
feA for their own. Wild Fancies, ir being raid obſerved;that in all 
SeQs C nat only amoig Chriſtians, but alſa among the Oid Philo. 


jophers ) The greateſt bigors' are uſually rhe ' greateſt Ignorants, 


the Apoſiſe having told us long apo, that there ale many, who 
bave a zeal, but not according to knowledze. . . 
This Bigottry gave great advantage to the Papiſts, atout the 


Beginning of the Reformation, who did not fail to lay claim fo 
Antiquity and the primitive Church, ( both z5 © the O-tin and 


PraQtice ) to be alrogether upon their ſide, when they found 
thoſe Zealots ready to diſown the moſt 3ntienr Canons of the 


Church ( becauſe they ſaw them not confirmed by expres paſſi- | 


ges of Holy Seripture ) they fonlifhiy judging, that What was 
fp; ater Scripturam was all one with that, which is contra Scrip- 
turam, till at lait diverſe Proteftants (much more ſerious, judici- 
cious and leatred than thoſe Half bends, ) did turn over theſe 
Monumenta adorandæ rubiginis, avd then found all theſe errouts 
and cortuptions C which are properly points of Popery / con- 
demned either prieatively or poſitively. | oF 

{ wiſh our Big@ would once become ſuch thinking Chriftians,: 
a8 to conſider feriuoſly, that tho the Almighty hath been Graciouſ 
ly. plezfzd ro reveal all che eſſemtials of our Haly Religion, fo 
clearly to us in Holy Scripture, that whoſoever runs may read 
them, even ali thoſe things, whieh are neceſſaiy to be known, 
Eelieved, and praQtiſed, in order io our Salvation, and pleafing of 
God, 1 am ſure if Pope Pias IV. bis 12 ſuperadded Avticles to 
the Apoſtoltck Cieed, were brought zo that Teft, they would be 
found vile Diofs and not the Gold of the SanQuary ,; Yer as to 
Circumſiantials or Circumfundamentals which ate but the Suburbs 
of Religion at the beſt, C under which many. comprehend both 
Government and all laudable ceremonies, ) the infinit wiſdom 
haid referred fuch maiters to the wiſdom and Authority of the: 
Church. and State, chat all things may be dons therein decently 


— 
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and in order, and to edificadon, for if the Authority of the Church 
and Stare cannot reach things indifferent in their own nature, they 
have but Nomen /ine re, tor where the light of Nature, or ſound 
_ reaſon may ſerve the tutn, there the Spitit of God uſually inter- 
poſeth not; as if there were ſome ſenſe in that of the Heathen 
Poet, non vacat exiguis rebus adeſſe jovi. 1 

But if our Author judges not the Primitive Fathers worthy to 

be reparded, either as Champions for the truth ( for it is cer- 
tain many of them were Confeſſors and Matiyts ) or as Syreams 
nigh to thz Fountain head Fand therefore preſumed to be the pu- 
ter) or finally, as. Perſons raiſed up by Divine Providence to Edi- 
fy his Church, even to the end of rhe world, both by their great 
Piety and Learning; yer being a man of Law, he might have had 
{ome deference for them, as Teffes veritatis, for | ſuppoſe it is 
Nonen juris © be Habil Witneſſes, omni exceptione majores, and 
fluch wete the Fathers, as to the time wherein they lived, even 
Oculati & Auriti Tefles in matters of fad, that is, what was 
generally taught and prattiſed in the Catholick Church and owned 
by all the Orthodox, all their days; and if thete be any now ſo 
brain fick, as to pretend. thar he knows thoſe concerns of the Pri- 
mitive Ct urch, as well Cor better) than the Pritnitive Fathers 
who were Ear and Eye Witneſſes to all the great Tranſactions of 
their own times, he muſt undoubtedly pretend to Revelation for 
ſuch wonderful diſcoveries, otherways he muft be making a Bed. 
lam Houſe: but if he confidently averr, that he is inſpired with 
ſuch Truths, his Miracles hould be called for, for tilt they be 
produced, we ate not bound to believe him. | | 

But ſeing Our Author hath pur the Canons of Councils in that 

ſame bottom with the Fathers, or to ſay better, he according 

to his pith, bath thruſt them all (with their Authority ) into a 

botromleſs Boar to fink for ever, for him: 1 am concerned to 

ſpeak a little for the vindication of the Authorizy of the Councz/s, 

Till le pleiſed God to make Conſtantine the Great the happy inftru- · 

ment of retriving Halcvonian days to his ſtorm beaten Veſſel by 

ten perſecuting Emperours, the Cathotick Church was never bleſs- 
ed wih a General Couneil, or OEcumenical Synod, as others term 

it, C forl am not to ſpeak of _ Aſſembly ofthe 8 

e 5 1 Elders 


guy 
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ſo give | new i General Council yet before that firlt 
zeneral_ Councilaffcmbled it Nice, by the Aurhorhiy of the faid 
£ 225 eie ware feu erzI 1 ie Coutitits both ty Europe, 
HAfia 20 Africa, 1 * anons all good Chriſtians within their 
reſpeftive Precinas were ready fo ſubniit, by acknowledging 
their Spiritual Auihoriey over pet, tao theſe Canons were ſo far 
fron) belng . Seconded dy che Civil Sznetion that many who did 
make the Es, 1 .to De#th for pfefutning to Aſſemble 
without hee Authority z yer diveile of ihe Provincial Synods 
were alterwards e by Tome General Councils; fo that they 
not only belped to fill the Title of 7he Code of rbe Univerſal 
en to theCarholick Church, zs were 


he ye Kamera the 15 Ch. of the 44, (to which 


the Canons of thoſe Ot W Synods which had adopted them. 
O 


Now in. regard. there ate ſome in tis World who profeſs 2 
reat veneration for ( encral Councils, yet ate apt to vilify all 
ational and Provincial Synods ( tor theſe are uſually Synony. 
mous terms as 10 the nature of the Council) I muſt teil them an 
undoubted Truth, the ir firſt may appear a great Paradox, that a © 
National Council Canonically Aſſembled, hath Intenſively more 
pgs ep than a/general Council, for ſappoſe the due 
Repreſentatives of a National Church be called for to Aſſemble in 
an OEcumenical Sy nod by thoſe who have the power of Convention 
as it was in the time of the Chriſtian Roman Emperouts) yer if 
none be ſent from a National Church, the Canons of that Council 
do not oblige the abfent Church, becauſe they had not any Repre- 
ſentarive chere: for all National Churches are Coordinat. but if 
all thofe who ought to be Called to a National Council be regu- 


larly warned to come; ſuppoſe ſome come not, yet the Canons of 


that National Aſſembly oblige all the Simple and Organical 
Members of that Church, in regard of their Suborgination to 
Church and State, ard conſequently tho* they were not 
perſonally prefent, are judged io have been legally preſent, and 
to have given cheir conſent to thoſe Canons, which are become 


Laws to them, how loon they are ratified by the Supream Civil 


Authority; Yet this preeminence of a National Caancil above a 
General ( tor its Maat of Repreſentatives þ hath been many 8 
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ſupplyed, by a pofferiour 888 for when a Naticnal 
Courcil rightly conſtitute, doth ſolemnly and orderly accept of 
ſuch a General Council by acknowledging a due Subordination to 
a'l the Canons thereof, this becomes equivalent to the ſending of 
Delegats in due time ſhereunto, and their giving their Suffrzges 
Viva voce to all thofe Canons : But for all thar 1 have writen in 

_ favours of Councils, I ſuppoſe it ſhall not per{wade cur Author ta 
joyn Iſſue with Gregory the Great who uſually ſaid, that he ac. 
cep! ed of the four General Councils that were firſt in Order, velut 
auatuor Evangelia, for many judge ( who were rever Judged un- 
dervaluers of Councils) that in this Expreſſion, he went a Note 
to high, cvena Note above EIa. 

Yet tefore we come to notice the Trophees, which our Author 
hath ere&cd upon his Imaginary Victory over ali the Abettots of 
that Antieht Parrimony of the Church, there are ſome of his Sandy 
Foundations which lye in our way theteunto, that ought to be no- 

*riced, which the Candid Reader will find in Page 284 where it 
is ſaid, few or no Tithes are payed to the Church in 1raly- and in 
Page 282, às few Tithes are payed in Sparn. &c. Whereas a Rati- 
onal man may foon diſcover the falſehood of thoſe two propofiti- 

ons, it being very ridiculous to imagine, that fuch an Imperious 

Mitftreſs as the Church of Rome (even the moſt maſtertuli that 
ever was in the Chriſtian world) ſhould have ſuffered themſelves 
to de deſpoiled of that moſt amtient Pairimoriy, which they poſſeſs. 
ed ſince the days of Conffantine the Great, 1 mean the Spirituality 
af that Churches Revenue, which was never controverted, tho 

many did jubly queſtion its Temporatity from ſuch a Date: and 
it is well enough known, that our Reformation never prevailed 
there, and withcur all peradventure, their Clergy would have 
looked upon the Robbing of their Patrimony, as the gteateſt de- 
formation that could befall them. 

Yea it is very Obſervable, that our Author ſtumbles upon this 
Errour, without the Authority of his great Conſulter, I mean that 
Epiſcopal Voucher, whom he Cites too often, for if he had heard 

any ſuch thing, or dut the leaſt Irftnuation thereof, 1 doubt not 
but in that account of his Travels through a great part of 
, it would bave been put in the lame Budget, * 
5 N | the 
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ih ſe nnaccountable Romances were laid up, which gave ſuch 
ſcand l to the Orthodox, that many were ready to deem him an 
Em ſſary of the Secini, either Ulncle or Nephew -- For ic would 
have piſt with our Authot for very good Coyn, in conformixy to 
the old Scots Proverb, Travellers Dave leave to lie: but out of 
his moſt copious Fancy, this patron hath made ſome amends to 
his credulous Client, by furniſhing him with a new Topick con- 
_cerning Spain (tho this Dictator never ſet his Foot there in all his 
Wandgerings) That ſew Tithes are payed in Spain, which is al- 
mod as irrational, as the former, there not being any Kingdom 
in Europe, where ihe Clergy are better provided than in Spain, 
and upon the old foundation of the Churches patrimony; For the 
Arch-Biſhop of Toledo hath a greater Revenue than any Prelate 
in the Chriftian World, the Biſhop of Reme allenarly excepted, 
and that only ſince that See was fo greatly inriched by Pepin, 
Charlemayne, and the Counteſs Matilda; for the Donation of 
Conſtantine the Great is now generally acknowledged to be but a 
Tplendid Fable: 1 ſhall ſhut up this point with a little admira - 
tion, That our Author ſhoufd lay ſuch .fireſs upon the bare Au · 
thority of ſuch a Pre/are, as to believe him with implicir Faith, 
when he writes ſuch abſurdities, for which I cannot imagine any 
Reaſon, unleſs he hath thereby verified the old Maxim Facile cre- 
dimus qu ficri volumus: Or perhaps he hath perceived in his 
Dictater ſome TinQures of True Blue, which hath inclined him 
to ſuch a latitudinatian Faith, for /imiles habent labra lactucas, 
and Birds of one Feather flock together: But at laſt 1 come co his 
direct Io Pæan which is to be found in 
Pag. 283 The divine Right of Tithes being ſufficiently confut · 
ed &. Theſe are indeed ſeſquipedatia verba. pioduced with a2 
gteat deal of confidence I had almoſt faid lmpudence y for they 
te certainly Relative to the Antecedaneous Diſcourſe concern · 
ing trat jws dwinun of Tithes, fo that by the Figure Meiaſie 
much more is here underfiood than is expreſſed; as if he had 
1:id expreſly;Nowi h tanding of all the gtea ; Abettors of the Jas 
d:vinum of Tithes.l mean, the Primitive Fathers, General & Provin- 
ci Counqils, all thz Canoniſts and all the Clergy of the Church 
of England; pet I hive ere Jed the Trophees of my Victory over 
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them all, and have led them all conjuncely Capilves after my 
Tilumphant Chariot. Juſt about an hundred years ago, ſome 


| Tofernal Incendisties had a defign to hive blown up ( almoſt the 


height of our Atmoſphere ] all the States of a Kingdom by an 


2 


Invincible Hñroak. and certainly there is ſome Analogy thereun 10 


In our Authors beld attempt, even to have undermined all at once, 


the moſt ancient Patrimony of the viſible Church, with the prin» 
cipal Organical Memaers thereof, and not only to have deſigned 


it, but to gloty that it is effectuated: Bur if our Auth Ir take 


Scandal at the Compariſon of Feuxe's dark Laster tho l am 
convinced that he hath failed pitifully in the Attempt ) yet l am 
very clear to approprlat a part of Phaetons Epitaph to this great 
Undertaker ; Er /i non pot ait magnis tanen excidit auſit. 
lt is a common Ubſervation, That a SpeQator (not interiour 


to the Levell of the Actors) may fee more in 2 G. me, than they 


uſually do, becauſe leſs biaſſed by pride and paſſion, vanity or 
intereſt; Therefore that our Author miy not triumph any more 
*betore Victory, nor any other vzunt in his behalf, 1 ſhall briefly 


int at me relevant Reatons { as l ſuppoſe zwherefote it may 


be concluded, That he hath all along teen building Caftles in 


goniſts, amounts to no more than that method ot D:vellarion 


the Air, and that his imaginary pan har me of his great Auta- 


taken b; an ignorant Zeslot, againſt that great Champion of the 
Koman Church, by writing upon all the Pages ot tnat votumi- 
nous Author, mentiris Bellarmine, & e. : 


And firft, Let the candid Reader conſider, That in all the at- 


guings of our Author againſt Lahe. there is nothing adduced 
by bim againſt the je dwinun, but what is a meer er anbe re- 
cocta ( as the old Score proverb hath it) 4 new Tout ont of an 


old Horn , for all thſe rrifing Arguments have been more fle- 


quently expoſed and vaifled by the Exgh/h Diviaes, than our 
Author hath Fingers and Tes: and left he hach not been at che 
- pains to peruſe them ( and that 1 may not afum ogere I ſhail 


only referr him to two of them, vis, Richard Montague and Dr. 
Comt er, and if he judges the firſt too Prelatical, let him dut once 


Hudy the laſt, who hath not only anſwered all the ir ffling Ob- 
Jections, and no leſs hilly 3 of the implacable Adver- 
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faries of the Churches 5 y, And that to the full Conviati- 
on ol ati mbiafſed perionz, Ot (A one hath well obſerved?) tays 
_ enouph 10 fatisfy any Man, whom Torereft hath not tl inded- But 
out Author hath the cenſidence to Tay, that he hath already 
Teen both cheſe Books and mary others to the fame purpoſe, yet 
he Mill remains fixed 40 his own Opinion, notwithſtanding of an 
Reaſons adduced by them againtt what he had faid; this minds 
me of the pitifull Temper / or, to Jay beiter, the Diltemper.) of 
thoſe. who ate obnoxious to Hyp::chonrigck Melancholy F and 
it may be near to the Lycantbropis of Nebuchadneſor) That when 
by the dint of Reaſon, they are beat from all their Potts, and 
quite ſilenced for a time, yet when: chat Balneum Diaboli comes 
with a new Paroxiſm npon them, they inltantly return to their 
old wild Fancies and extrayagent Opiniors. 3 
Let ſines it is poſſible that our Author hath read them, but 
not with due Attention; ox that he hath not taken up the Force 
of theit Arguments C tor Legere & non intelligere negligere eſt ) 
or finally, that as if he had drunk of the Waters of Lethe, he had 
forgot all that he had read in them: Therefore for brevities fake, 
1 ſhall point at one or WO of the Rrange Oblivions, in Ii. u of ve- 
ry many: The firſt may be found in Nice: > 
Pag 280. Where we have his formalie verba, And Iaco ds Pow 
ws a Free will offering, not founded an ang precedent Tie. Here 
L will once appeal to the Ingenuity: of our Author « for Charity 
prompts me to think, That he is not, guilty of ſo much Effron* · 
ter y) as ro declare ing enuouſly, That thele Champions for the 
jus divinum of Tubes, did take notice of this triffling Excepti- 
on by giving a Reply co it, but that he had forgor,whar they laid 
agatiit its of which 1 hall briefly give.an Account: but for the 
furcher {arisfaction of the candid Reader, 1 hall ſhew ( in few 
Words) how paiticularly Jacob: Vow was brought upon the 
Schene by them: Forthus they generally argue for the j divi- 
nam of Tithes, That God Almighey as dhe great Lord Paramount 
of Heaven and Earth, requiies from all the reaſonable © re:tures 
of this interiour World, the Seventh of «heir Time, and the 
Tenth. of their Subltance ( if they can poſſibly ſpare it, tor ne- 
cellity hath no Law) to be payed'by way of Homage, zo him who 


— 


is the Giver of ll G0 
bis Bleffett Self; Thar che moratiry of their Homage is one of 


the primary Dictates of the Law of Nature, is ganted by all who 


cordially believe, char there is a God ho governs ihe World 
and will one day de irs, Judge; bu «for the Qucra of that Tri- 
bute, the ſane was de 


ame was detemined by dhe Re. 
no leis early than 158 


med pelation, which was 
ention of Man; for it is to that Aire, 


That the mol judicious Philotogues, uſually trace that Ttadi- 


tional Law. 


. Thardhe immediar'Sons of Ader, Cin ard Abet, were taught | 


by Weir Father, ro mike Oblations to God, of the ſeveral pro 
d uds of their teſpertive lmployments, ( vic. Cain of the Fruits of 
the Ground, and Adel of his Flocks) and that God had 2 reſpect 
to Abel Offering, hut not to Cains Is acknowledged by all, for we 
have expreſs Scripture ſor it: but there is a Tradition among the 
Temth Rabbies,that Cam having not been found faithful as to the 
Quota, which Adam from God had told him of, That the Al. 


mighty ſhould have thus reproved that firſt Murdeter in the 


World, non Bene offers, quia von relle dividis, But ſince we have 
no true Hiſtory, ſave Scripture alone, concerning the old World, 


bo Toon the fame was overflowed with 1 Deludge of Water, 


for rhat gteat Inundation of Wickednefs, that was generally 
found therein ( the old Gigantin. FVillanes being fo habiruat 10 
Violence, that they were too prone to rob both Gad and Mao) 


therefore how ſoon. the rew World began to be Repleniſhed 


with the Sons of Noah, that Preacher of Righteouſneis did in- 
culat to them, that old Traditional Law concerning the Conſe- 
cration of the Tenrd of their Subſt ance unto Gol. | | 

So that unle is we disbelieve all humane Hiſtory, that point 
of Devotion (hieb had been too much negleQed by the grace- 


 lefs Antedeluvians.) was very early revived in the new World, 


and continued not only amengſt the Poſterity of Shem e to which 
Family the crue viſible Church was confined for many Centuries cf 
. Years, as Gods peculiar ) but alſo among the Surceficrs cf Ja-. 
pbet and Cham, even aſter they were teccme guilry ef preſs 


heGiver of ll poder ho wigtic have required. much more | 
Tribute ſtom . thoſe "who live" and move and habe their Beeing in 


Idolatiy and Polythciſm; for our great. Artiauaties have picduted 


— * 
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A2 Cloud of Witneſſes to prove the ſame from:the moſt famous 
Pagan Hiſtoriograß bers, both among the Greeks and Remane, 
which two Titles comprehend all the known civilized Nations 
in the VVorld, as comradifiinguiſhed from the Barbarians and 
Jem: But we hape por leiſure to glue mere than one of their 
lnftzoces, ; and that is of the Poœgicias Nation, and particular- 
Iy of their rende named Tire: For they make it 
appear from the old Hiſleries and old Monuments thereof, That 
both their Sosidiert and . Merchands payed Tithes of all their 
' Profits, not to their Kings ( thothey had them very anciently) 
but to their imaginary. Gods, and that long .beture' the I/rac/iies 
became their Neighbours,” or before. the being of any I/raclire 
in the World, for they cannot be prefurved 10 have had Exift- 
ence before the days of the Patriarch e,. 
_ Hence they infer, That no rational Man (unleſs he be too 
_ Eaprious an Antidecimmior ) will have the Forehead to ſay any 
more, That Shs Faremagyl, Jaw given to the eus, was the 
genuine patent of this Traditional Law given to the world 
concerning T:ithes, and that other Nations borrowed that Cu- 
ſtom from the Vetus, as if our Miſslonaries. in China ſhould 
tell the Natives, That they had the uſe of Guns and Printing 
from the Invention of the Europe ans, tho it is certain they had 
been in polleſsion of them ſome thouſands of years before they 
. were known to Europe: But who can doubt of the derivation 
ef chis ancient Law. to the Religious Sucreffors of the two greate 
elt Monatchs that ever were in the world,l mean Adam and Noah, 
ſince we have ſuch cleat Evidence for it in Holy Seripture, viz. 
tom the ptactire of that great Patriatch Abrabam his paying 
Tithes to Melchiſedeck the Prieſt of the molt high God, and that 
not of the Spoils C as ſome pretend ) For he ſwears he had not 
touch'd any thing of it, but of all, . c. all his own Poſſeſs ions. And 
that this pay ment was made to Melck iſedeck under the Notion 
of a Prieft and not ol a King; 1 hope we have already given a 
ſufficient Demonſiration thereof. | Cl ee 
Then they inltance the Patriarch Facob's prattice, which was 
in conformity ro his Grandfathers good Example, eyen of all his 
poſſeſsions to9, as ſoon as God had bleſſed him, and given him 
20h any 


— 


any thing to give;.2s we may perceive from his Vow, recorded 28 
Chap. of Gen: and which was made about 300 years before the 
Moſaick Law. But this brings us back to the pirifull Reaſon of 
out Author, That Facobs vow was a free will Offering, and not 
founded on any precedent tye; this he hath.bo»rowed from his 1wa 
dictators Seiden and Milton, and as eie latter was a Plagiary from 
the for mer, do He is from doch; but not the-leaft Notice taken 
of the moſt ſolid Reply, (that in my humble Judgement ) the 
Generality of the Iithe Champions, tiave given ſo that triflin 
exception, and rhat in very few words, vis Nor doth jt follow, 
this was not his duty, becauſe he vowed to do it, any more, than 
that he was left at his liberty, Wherher he. would ferve God or 
No, tecaufe he vowed, if he returned in ſafety, the Lord ſhould 
be his God: Whence it appears, that the precarious Linſey-Wols 
fey vow,which theſe Tithe haters have. deviſedſ as partly Arditrary 
and partly Neceſſary ) is extreamly Ridiculous, | 
Now it may be preſumed if he had read any of his Ax: 
tagoniſts. he could not but have found this Reply to their 
trifting Exception; yer 2e t quidem of duply being found 
in him, hence ſomes may tax him with diſingenuity, as if he 
had a de iign to impoſe upon his ſimple Reiders, ro make them be- 
lieve, that there was never yet any Reply made to that Objection or 
Exception call it what they will) Others more Charitable may 
Impute our Authors filence ro Modeſty, his Non datur Ultra de- 
ing fixed at his Hercules pillars; For Montague having gagged 
his great Padron, it might have been deemed great preſumption 
in him to ſpeak, after Seiden ( his Oracle) was become dumb; 
or it is poſſible, he was afrayed C his fugitive Hedlor being evani - 
ſhed out of ſight) that an Achilies ſhould ſeize upon this ſucce- 
daneous Comdatant, and alſo drag him ſomewhat ignominiouſ]y. 
about the walls of the City; but in my weak Judgment, the Poer 
hath determined the Controverſy in few words, viz. 
| Et quia non potuit, Indeclinabile Manſit, _ 
Having already and more than Once, taken notice of the Fold at- 
tempt of our Author, to blow up a Rock of Alas ble with ſome 
Iitile ſquibs of wild Fire: It is worth the while to give the Reader. 
tome CharaQec of the Boure/curs OO he made his Apnlica- 


tion 


\ 


| W 
tion. They have been already nominared, vis. Selden, & Milton, both 


picqued at the Court, and Enemies to the Eſtabliſhed Church; For 
they were Membe3s of that Infernal Caball, which did promove 
with all their might, Schi in the Chuich,. and Sedition in the 
State; that they might roſt their Eggs when both were ſet on fire. 
In a hich bellifh defign (as rhe devil would have It) they were but 


* 


too ſucceſsfull, at which time they were both very buty in writing 


agiinft the patrimony of the Church, that the Organica!l Members 


thereof might be ſtarved into a Lompliancy with cheiz wild Enthu- 
Safficall fancies. This minds me of 2 Report concerning the Jeſuit 
Parſons; that he was bufie writing that Book Entituled a Chriſtian 


D#refory, Commoniy called the Reſolution, and ih the mean 
time was found to be Arr Part in the aiabolicall Gan Powder 
Plot (as if he had deſignedto blend Cæleſtial and Subterrancous Spi- 
rits together ) but ſince we ſhould not belye the devii, l muſt needs 


ſay it, that there is more Truth and ſenie in it ( tho' ir be the pro · 


dudꝭ of a ſeſuitical brain.) than ever | could ſiad in all the Ande- 
csmation Books, that ever | had the ill luck to ſee, 


* 


But let us diſcourſe 2 lirtle ſeverally upon thoſe Brethren in Evil: 


Mr. Seiden loved the Clergy, juſt as much as he did Monarchy, 
or io ſay more poſitively, he hated them both O1ti9 vaanianc; but 


there was alfo x tinQure of pride in it; which made him Under. 


value even the Clergy of England ( and what Cl=rgy in the world 
would he have had in Reverence, if he deſpiſed the Church of Ex. 
gland) but this great Superciliauſneſs had its iſe from his Mare 
Clau ſum which he wrote againit the Mare: Liberum ot the gteat 


Grotius, and havitg acquired ſome Fame upon that account, he 


{o ſwelled with pride, chat like tne Toad, who would he of noleſs 
dimenſion than an Ox )} be was ready to butſt, till Montague gave 
him ſome Pills ro diminiſn his dropſie; and thn Whytloek was up - 


on the ſame odious Combination above mentioned, yet he ingenuous- 


ly tells us in his Memolis, iht he would be often making Otten: a- 
ion of bis learning, & poſing the poor Par ſon:& c. And as for Milton 
tho' he ſtole the Generality of his pretended argumen's againſt the 
Clergy from his Brother Seiden; yet it cannot be denied, hut that he 
nes Naturally more Elequent, but it was a Facundia Carina, 2 
inailing Oratary, for this Polyphemus did ſpic venom as Natural - 


ly 


-ly as any Toa d, and that Goth again Chutch and S tate, yes be vo 
mited out more contemptaous-Reproaches againſt the Lords anoin- 
ted, than ever a Shimei or a Bradſbato had done. It is alſo worth 

the while to enquire the Occaſion of his becoming ſo tumid with 

Pride and Panity, Malice and Envy. It was ( as1 am Credibly In- 
formed ) from the Intelligence he had of a Congreſs, berwixr that 
Vagrant Queen of Sweden, and the great Critick Salaaſas. The 
Queen having fead his defen/io Regia, with Milton's anſwer there 
unto, told him plainly, chat ſhe thought Milion had the bettet of 
him in ihat debate, which bitter pill ſo ttuck in the flomach of chat 
ſupercilious Critick, that he ſhortly afterwards died of Melancho- 

ly. He was but a fool to take fo to heart the verdia of a Woman, 

ſuppoſe ſhe had been really as great a Vittuoſa as ſome( beſides 
her 1elf) Imagined her to be; but heſuftered Juttly for his folly; for 

they who Imployed him to write that Royal defence never dream d 

that he weuld ſuppcle his Roya! Client ro have been a great 
Tyrant, but on the Contrary, he was required to vindicat 
that Great f but greatly afflifted ) Prince, from ſuch heliſh 
aſperſions, by demonſt zung to ine world that @ path of 
fanaticall Scounderels, Unraturai! Rebells and Implacable raitors, 
had conſpired againit the Lerds Anointed, and weuld never 
accept of Reaſon, tho their Soveraign was pleaſed again and 

"apain to ſtoop to low, as to offer it: And if the Ingenuous Reader 
would have my Opinion of the Book, 1 judg his Com- 
pariſon be fielt flight of fancy in It all: for ſpeaking of the Bar- 
darc us Allabnation of that great Prince, he Reſcmbles ſc me of 

the Aſſaſinaters to K bbers bindieg a Traveller to a Tree, after 

they have denuded him both of his Arms, Money and C loaths; 
and the other Aſſaſins, to wild beafts that devoured him; but the 
application is ſo eaſy, that we need dwel no longer upon it ( for 
this Defenſor was a Pie: byterian, ard krew beſt the AQings of 
his own Sed, as contradifiirguiſhed from their ipurious Iſſue the 

Independents }- nor ſhall: we infiſt any longer on this blind Cha- 

trader, but only to tell the Reader that Miiton, ſaw much more 

clearly: ( mean as to his Intellectual eyes) after that Gutta ſere 
na ſeiſed on him, than ever be had done formerly, and that was 
when he wrote his Faradyſe /off, | | | 


It 


e 3 : 
It is now high time to come co the other Inflahce we promiſed 
to give of our Authors ſorgetfulneſs; and that is to be found in 
Page 250, in theſe few words. Tirhes were clearly Ceremonial 
&c, meaning that they were abrogated by the Goſpel as a part of 
the Fewiſh Ceremonies,and to entorce this Aſſertion tho it is ap» 
parently ancther Crambe Recocta, and of that fame Kidney with the 
former, he hath adduced many little untruths ro buoy up a great 
One: in civility, they muſt not be termed ſo. many Ifes. fort mentiri 
is contra menten ire) for Charity prompis me to believe, that 
they are produced as plauſible Seconds ro back that which he ac - 
counts an Achillean Argument, yet with Intuition to that of that 
Poet. Et i non profint ſingula multa juvant, 5 
I hope we have already made it ſufficiently appear, that diverſe 
of thoſe filly Seconds are moſt unworthy to appear in the field of 
 Fruth, or among any pretenders to it, eſpecially in the caſe of 
Abraham, the Theocracy, and Facobs Vom 1 ſhall therefore brief - 
ly diſpatch the reft, which are but ſa many beggings of the 
Queſtion, and could eaſily confirm our confutarion of them, from 
a multitude of pertinent Citations from the Primitive Fathers, 
General & Provincial Councils, Eceleſia ſtick & Secular Hiltory, & 
theLatter writen by many both within the Pale of theViſidle church 
and witheut it. Bur this having been dove fo Copicully & Ner- 
vonſly already by much better Pens, than I can pretend to, I have 
fore born, left I be judged both Tautologick and Tedious ; but this 
P:oteſtation is only to bs underſtood in reference to the fatisfatti- 
en ol an Impartial and an intelligent Reader, when the ſame is 
deſired : as for the being at ſo much pains for the fatisfaftion of 
our Avihor, it may be juſtly demanded Qor ſum & cur bono © 
Since ſuch an undertaker, would have occaſion enough to ſay ( as 
did the Roman to his dull Crow) Operam & impenſam perdidss 
For having alteady given ſuch a Solema Declaration under his 
| hand, that he bath not ihe leaſt regard to the Authority of Coun- 
clis and Fathers, and that he deſpiſeth all the learned Clergy of che 
| Church of England, we have ſufficient ground to inferr, that ſup- 
| p-ie a mighty Cloud of theſe witneſes, ſhould all at once fall up- 
4 on him, and that with fuch a ſtrong curtent too, as the Black- 
| Sea flowez into the Mediterranean, and this into the Atlanticꝶ Ocen 
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an, ind this Mart del nort, into Mare de] gur; yet this: ſecond 
Atlas, appears to have Confidence enough, to ſupport bis Caſtles 
in the Aerial Heaven, and that without the aſſiſtanee of any more 
Herculeſes: which minds me of the bold Anſwer Henry VIII. or 
England gave to his trembling informers, that the Pope, the Em · 
perqur and King of France (with many other Principalities and 
States J had all combined againſt him, to compell him to Re-. 
trive his firſt Queen; This ſtout hearced Prince gave them n» 
anſwer, but pulled out his Sword, and then ſaid, And 1 King 
Harty agaiaf? them. alt, which: helps to verify thac CharaUcr ons 
of his o Poets ng os, "IM 


Henry the Monfler King of all bis Age 
Wyid in bis Luft, and wylder in bis Rage. 


But let us again return to that Pyrzmid reared up by our Au- 
thor( as he ſuppoſeth in theſe few words. 'Tirhes are citariy Cere- 
monial. (as for the leſſer Pyramids, or mole- hills rather, about them, 
we ſhall by & dy diſpatch them, how ſoon we bave blown up thzr 
confuſed Maſs, which he lmagins,no wind nor weathet can ſhatter, 

no not the moſt violeat blaſts of Boreas bimſelt. ) © The great pi- 
_ drons of Tithes would not fail to tell our Author, that they have 
clearly made it appear to the Werld, both from Sacted and hu- 
man Hiftory, that the payment of the tenth put of our Sub- 
ſtance to God (who had of his free bounty given us the Hock 
was ordained by an univerſal Law, long before any Few/h Cere 
 m'ny was eltabliſhed in the World, ſo that, as it began not with 
the Moſaick Law, neither can ie properly be ſaid to end with it, 
call it a Ceremony, or Rite, or what they will. 
O but ſairh our Author, we have no expreſs command in the 
Goſpel.for it, uli we find that, we are not bound to laok upon 
it as our duty to pay that Sta: But thoſe have told him more 
than once, that as the Great Legiſlator adopted that Quota dy the 
Jewiſh Law, for. the accommodation of thoſe 'who ſerved at his 
Alrar, in Tabernacle, Temple zud Zewiſs Sypba gogues, fo tha 
when that Ecclefiaſtick and. Folitick Body was diſſolve d, the ſatme 
proviſion was continued for the neceſſaries of the Chriſt lan Church; 
waich is. qlearly infinuated by 1 n 
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Altar muſt liut by the Altar, There being none that are calle1 
Chriſtians C unleſs they be of the ſame Complexion with the 
Brain ſick Quakers Jbur are readv to acknowledge, that ſome allow. 
ance to thoſe who. ſerve at the Chriſtian Altars, is of natural Right, 
and who ſhould or could fix that Nut mare equaliy, rtoan God 
Almighty? this he bad done in the caſe of the Zews, a Nation 
whom he chooſe out for examples to all the World : therefore 
the General Commands of Chriſt and his A poſtles did ſufficiently 
indicat the Quot a, and their duty: and that thus, theſe General pre. 
' Cepts of the Golpel are to be interpreted, we have ſufficient Evi- 
dence from the DoUtin and ptattiee of the Primi:ive Church, as 
the ſame is handed down to us, through all immediat Ages of the 
Catholick Church; by which Tradition, we have received the 
Holy Scriptures as an intire Canon, and not ſophilticared by Heres 
ticks ; ſo that all Chriſtians in the Potteriour Ages were baund to 
look upcn the Primitive Church in its DoQtrin and prattice, as 
the beſt Ordinary Commentary: we have upon. Holy Scripture, and 
that upan many acccunts which nzed not be hęre rehearſed. | 
f But flete it is very reaſonable to give our Author a Solid Chri- 
{tian advice (that as a Good man he may guide his affairs with di- 
ſcretion ) and that is, not to deſpiſe the Authority of the Ca. 
tholick Church any more, even in reference to Sacred matters, whe- 
ther Doctrine or Ditcipline, Worſhip or Government: my mean · 
irg is not, that tbe United Authority both of Church and Stare 
fhould preſume to efface 1he leaſt Article which is apparently 
Hamped with Divire Authotity, (it being long agoe Norour to 
the Chiiſtian World, what Society of men had the irreligicus im · 
pudence, t curtail. one of the Goſpel Sacraments, with a Non 
Obſtante of Chrilts own Inſtitut ion) but unleſs ſome Authority be 
allowed to the Church to determine the Circumltances and Modes 
of performing Religious duties, and all Chriſtian People bound to 
obey all theſe determinations, as to matters indifferent in their 
own Nature, I dv not ſee bow Church Governours, or thoſe com · 

mined to their charge can be truly ſaid, ro comply with thoie gene · 
ral | precepts of the Apeſtle, rr all rhings be done decently and in 

order and tor edification of Gods Church. We 

do not Qcubc, but an Ingenuous Reader will readily apprehend 
that by ibe Authority of the Church, we principal) ä 
* | | the 
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the Primitive Church c or ka Ecclefia primo primitive as ſome 
Phraſe it) which comprehends the Apoſtles with all the great Lu-. 
minaries of the purer Ages, as alſo che Doctrin ànd practice of 
the ſaid Church derived to all poſteriour Ages by à general unin- 
tertupted Tradition, according to the excellent Rule of St. 42. 
guſtin, uod univerſa tenet FEecleſia, nec a Concilio Generali inſti- 

 tutum eft, ſed ſenper in Eccleſia retentum, vere Apoſtolicum c 
Catholicum eſt. Or that other ol Yincenmriazs Lyrinen/is to the ſame 
purpoſe, Quod ab omnibus, quod ubique & ſemper &e. ſo that if 
our Author continue ſuſque deque habere all theſe, | muſt forewatn 
him, hat is very like ro hefall him, (prænonitus premunitus) 
that if ir be his misfortune to be engaged in 4 debate with any 

ſubtile fellaw of a contrary Se to his own perſwaſion, he may be 
ſo baſfled, for all his Law and all his Lopick, that he may come 
at laſt to know by his own experience (when the want of Expreſs 
Scripture is laid in his diſh) what is the meaning of that Logi - 
cal term Boccerdo : and even by thoſe whoſe ſubtilty falls infi- 
nitly ſhorr of that Siy and moſt cunning - Sophifter Eunomias, 
whom not to hear once to open his mouth, was given as a very 
ſound advice to a Chriftian Emperour, leſt by his fluent Tongue, 
he ſhould pervere him to his own pervicious Hereſy, which 
Counſel was in conformity to that, which was given long before 
to the Roman Senat, and that by Cato the Cenſor, that they 
ſhould inſtantly baniſh from their City, the Greeꝶ Philoſopher 

_ Carneades, left he ſhould cort pt their whole Youth with his too 
florid Eloquence, | | 

Let us now produce our Gladiators in the Amphitheater. The 
firſt ſhall de an Uneonverted Few, a ſmart Companion ard too 

- zealous for the Moſaick Law, after the diſſolution of the Zewr/h 
OUEconomy tor almoſt 2000 yeers: now for brevities ſake. 1 ſhall 
amaſs the moſt part of his Queries together, vis. Doe not you 
who are Chriſtians retain our Meral Law, Cas it is abridged or 
ſummed up in the Decaleguz) whatever you think of our Ceremo · 
nial or Judicial Law? and do you not acknowledge the Moral Law 

to be the very ſame ( as to the great lines of it) with the Law 
cf Nature, which was given to man in the ſtate of Innocence? and. 
that theſe Precepts ate of eternal obligation, and conſequently 


uns 


r 
unaltetable? For I am ready to join Iſſue with that diſilnfiien ;. 
that the Mora! Lam was commanded, besauſe. the ſubied matt of 
it was good, and that the Ceremonial Lam was. good, besauſè it. 
was Commanded; but pray you friead ?. how come you, to alter. 
an unalterabls Law? I mean the 415. Command of No Dealazue: 
lince- thera\'God expreſly- commands the 7b. day. of the Metk to 
be obſerved as his Sabbath, and you have, forſogth, at your. own. 
hands changed that day to the firſt day of the week ? | ſuppoſe 
our Author would anſwer to all cheſs demands. affirmatively, ex- 
cept the laſt, to which he Replyes with this diſcinQuion, vis. that 
we acknowledge the 4th precept to be unalterable, as to the ſud- 
{tance of it, becauſe God requires the, 72>. of our time, to be 


Conſecrated to himſelf as long as time ſhall. endure, but as for 
the Circumſtance ot the day, it was altered upon infinit reaſon, 


from the 7th. (which did indeed commemorat a very great work, 
which was that of the Creation of the World) to the firſt, which 
was 0 de a Solemn conſtant Feſtival, till time ſhall be no mote, 
far an infinitly greater and better work, even the Contempla ion 
of the Redempilon of che World by the ReſurreQion of the 5 n 
of God tromthe Dead. I ſuppoſe our Author to have fpoken at 


this rate, and it be diſowned it, 1 ſhall obteſt him in the words 


of the Poet . 
"$5696 . Si guid noviſti reclius iſtis 
Candidas imperti, ſi non bis utere mecum. 


Me thinks hear the Few ſay, ye who ate Chiiſtians tax us as 
prodigiouſly obltinat, and in ſome things judge us too Credulous 
according to that of'a Raman Poet, Credat judeis Adpella, non ego. 
but on this account, I cannot be perſwaded, that you bzlieve your 
telf, ſince l am intormed, that you are one of thoſe men of ſuch 


narrow principles, who require an explicit Scripture Teſtimony 


for every thing, which concerns the ſervice of God; which I 
cannot find in all that Bok, which ye call the Neg Teſtament 
or Goſpel of our Lord and Sxviour Jeſus Chriſt ; 1 do indeed 
re:d rhere of ſome privat meetings of fome Chriſtians, in the In» 
fancy of your Church, on the firlt day of the week, which n 


moe im2orts an 2brogition 27 tht Liv, which eftabii ſhed _ 


th day te be the Sabbarb, than our King Hezeſtia his folemnizing 
the Paſſover on the x 4tb day of the ſecond Month, did imply a 
_ defign to aboliſh the laſtisution, it being only done upon the 
account of the legal Tmpurity of Prieſts and People > therefore 
it is written, That God hearkned to Heze&ia (when he pray 
ed for them) and healed the People: Our Lord God having told 
us, that be will baue Mercy and not Sacrifice ( for neceſſity hath 
no Law ) ſo that it is very probable your Primitive Chriftians 
were under ſome neceſſity of ſhunning our Sæbberb. day, to cut off 
occaſion, from their implacable Encmrzes of ſeizing on them, ar 
fluch a well known time of publick Meetings for divine Worſhip 
Our Sabbath beirg ſo well known at Rome it ſelf, that all Chri- 
{tjans were baniſhed therefrom, under the Notion of cus, in 
the days of the Emperour Claudiut. 1 e 
This bawling ew may further urge, That he is credidly in. 
formed, That in jhe Faſtern Chriſtian Church, the laſt day of 
the Week and the firſt too, were eopjunctly obſerved, for a con- 
fiderable time after the death of your Saviour, that they might 
de ſutre to ſanctify a Sabbarh to God, in one of the twainz which 
- evidently implyes, That they were not clexwr the old Sabbarb 
was abrogated by any divine Autboriry , and { am clearly of 
their judgment, that they muſt needs be very infclent SubjeRs 
and Servants, who preſume at their own hands to cancel! a- 
ny Law which formerly their Lord and Miſter had eſtahiiſhed : 
But as for a man of your Principles, for the future peace of 
your Mind, | would adviſe you fo far to judaize, as io obſerve 
the Old Sabbath. ſince with a good Conſcience, you cannot any 
longer keep the New, and that for want of a clear Precept in 
* your Goſpel tor the abrogation of the ſevenih day, and for ob. 
ſervation of the firlt. | 3) 
Thus we have done with the perulant Jet, and | perceive the. 
Author and bis Ob/ervaroy ruſt ſplit at this laſt Charge. I hope 
any judicial Reader may find a ſufficiert Aaſtrer to this He 
from the Contents of that Pas graph, which immediatly pre- 


ceeds the Introduction of this firlt Gladiator, but where one 


of our Autbors Principles will find his Letters of FExcul- 
pations.( to uſe one cf his _ Terws ) l muſt 2 
| els 


. 


—— 


2 1 
feſs, That I cannot divine; but me fears ha would be fo non puff, 
that he would be to ſeek, & 1 am ſate he will never find it in H. 
Scripture, and charitably believe, That he does not pretend to 
a Bible of another Make, thaa his Chriftzan Reigb bas ata hap · 
pily bleſſed withal, | f HO DRtT om | 
The next that enters the Lifts is an Agalahtiſt ( not ſuch a 
dlind and boiſterous Exthuliaſtich as Ih. Muaſser, Jahn of Leiden 


or Knipperdolingo, but one who appears fober, ſumewhar judiei · 


ous & orthodox as to all the 0:herTenents of the Cashabeł Charcby 


dut only quarrells at Podo-baptifme. This Gun made a much greg- 


ter noiſe, during our unhappy inte ine Wars (which ate term» 


ed Civil ironically ) and it is no wonder, ſince both Church and 
State were turned Topsie Turvie by a4 multi- ude ct Sect ar ic, but 
when it pleaſed the God of Order ta put an end ta our Gantuſions, 
the Bolts of thoſe ( which as the Praverb hath it, were ſoon ſhot 3 
were reveriberated fa powerfully by much Rronger hands, that 


i may be truly (aid, The Efforts of thoſe Shafts are yet ſticking 


in the Sefarians Throats. But let us ſuppoſe this Aggreſſor to 
{peak at this rate to our Author, Do you net reid in the Od - 
Teſtament ( & that oftnet than once » how Gad exprefly com + 
mands the Infants of his arcient.geop'e ta be citeumeiſed on the 
8th Day preciſely after their Bh ( that a Sabberb might ſtill in- 
terveen, as it were to ſaattify that ſacred Atom ) dur where 
find yon any Precept for baptizing Iafants Of. Chrifions: in all 
the Goſpel, ar any inftance that they were Þapriged during their 
Nenage ? as for what we iead of a, Maut being baptized, with all 
bis Hoaſhold, it infers only. That may be a Child was a. Member of 
that Hauſbold, but a may be and a way not be, tho they be oppo- 
fir Terms, pet they ate founde6-on the ſame. uncertainiy; yes, 


there may be a Family, where there was never a Child, praviding 
there hg Servents enongh in it, as may appear from dhe Latin 


words'Femulus & Familia. 5 . 
Hut e M pot heſi, That the Avabapꝛiſt comes up more cloſs to 
our Aut bar, as Ipeaking thus (o him, That tho he is pleaſed to 


debate with him on ſuch a head, to give à (parimen ingenii, and 


that he can argue pro and con, yet he is perfwaded, that he is a 
Genumn lienber of theit Church, hrcs he Is informed that he will 


oun 


/ -_ 


* 


on nacbing in fared Matners, unleſs it have an expreſs Scree 
ture Teftimony;but how: hand fomiy a Man of ſuch principles will = 
get thas Claim diſom ned, 1 muſt temit it to himſelf, to adviſe 

upon it, and how he will un another Incouvenience, which tis 

. Sutagou;ſs may poſhl fert te him. > 

 Thewaſe is this. It is one of the common Argaments cr 

Reaſons again thar-foalith Opinion of the Anaboprijts ( which 

wants not its Own weight) that it is unaccountadle, that the 

Grace ot God ſhould be more ſtralened under the Goſpel, than un- 

der the Law : Fos all who underſtand the terms of the Gofpe/ a · 

right, are apt to conclude, that it is much more inlarged, which 
reſttaining of the Dovine Grace accordivg to the Anabaptiſtical 

Opinion, . is thus proved; Circumciſion is a Seal of the Righte - 

ouſneſs of Faxrh ( if wo believe the Ayeſtie) and conſequently a 

Seal of the nem Govenant ; No Chriſtian denies Boptiſm to be the 

ſame and much more evident than the other; an hence we may 

inſer r. That Gads Grace is reftrained under the Goſpe/,, more 
than under the Law, if God will not permit the Children of 
Chriſtian Parents to receive that Seal of the Covenant: of Grace, 
or ot the Rrgbreouſneſs of Faith, till they can make a: Confeſſion 
of their own Faith, and yet God allowed rhe Children of the. 

Fetus to receive. the Sacramental Seal of Cireumeiſion in their. 

_ earlieſt Infancy. ' e . Ss 
Let us now give a brief account of that Iaconvenſency hinted! 
at, if our Author ſhould improve this 3 againſt his 
Anabaptitt, for that >ettary may turn jhe Canon upon himſelf, 

Retorguendo Arganentum, (as they ſay in the Schools) By de» 
manding of him, what anfwer be can give to that Topick, }when- 
it is made ufe of againſt rhoſe who deny the jas divinum. of 
T iddes, of which number he is juſtly accoumec one ( is having 
written a Book againit it) for they who are for it, Argue in 
. the {elf tame terms, as fo the ſtraitning of Gads bounty in res. 
ference to the Chriſtian Chuech, when compared with thofe of 
the Law, whom God provided abundanfly tor, with a particular 
deſiguatioo, of the Quore of what ſhould be their conſtant year- 
ly Revenue; and fince our Saviour and his Apoſtles were pleated: . 
to Order the Chriſtian Church in General terms only, to affor T! 
* A 
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neceſſary and honourable mainatenante for all the Organical . 
members of his viſidle Chureb, it is unaccountable / co uſe your” 
own Phraſe in an other caſe ) that Gods Grace ſhould be more 
fitaicened to them under the Goſpel, but rather much more 
enlarged ; eſpecially when it is conſidered, that the Sons of 
Azron never receivel- {ach Noble Priviledges and powers as 
Chriſt hach explicitly promiſed to thoſe that Mipifier about 
holy things in the Chriſtian Church, vis. He who deſprſeth you 
deſpiſeib me &e. I will give to you the Keys af the Kingdom of 
Heaven,wbatſoever ye ſhall bind in Earth ſhall be bound inHeaven, 
and what ye ſba.1 looſe on Earth /hall be looſed in Heaven, which 
( by the -Popes leave) belonged to all the reft ot the Apoſtles 
as well as to $'% Peter, and to all thoſe whom God called to 
Succeed them in the Government of his Church: as alſo do the 
the reſt of thoſe moſt wonderful promiſes, As my Father bath 
ſent me, [2 ſend I you. Whoſe Sins yee remitt they ſhall be renu- 
ted, and whoſe Sins ye retain, they ſhall be retained. And lo | am 
with you almays even to the end of the Word. 22 46 | 
The 3d. that mdunte 1 this Stage ( and for his fat Paunch 
had enough adoe to reach the top of it) was an Epicure, tho 
called à Chriſtian, yet liker to the Pagan Apictus, ot the Rich 
Glutton, whoſe God was his belly, whoſe Glory was his ſhame, 
ani who minded earthly things; yet he had tome. natural acute- 
neſs, the ſame being many times enſpirited by a very evil ſpirit, 
auf thus he accoaſ:ed our Author, What think you of thoſe 
Religious Fublick Faſts ( as they are termned) Do you judge 
your ſelf bound to mercerat your Body, meerly upon the pre- 
tended Authority, either of Church or State? for | ſuppoſe a 
man of your known principles, will be ready 10 fay, by what 
Authority make ye ſuch Proclamations? and who gave you 
this Authority, ſince we have no expreſs command in all the 
Goſpel, eicher tor privat or publick Faſts ;theretore we are not 
bound ia Conſcience co comply wich their Orders, tho? tenJer- 
ed to us gnder the pretext of Religion; for it was never ac- 
countel an eſſential part of the Divine Worſhip, (it we believe 
our maſt Judigious Caſuiſtis) tho? it be ſaid by the Evangeliſt, 
thu the Propheteſs Anne ſerved God in the Temple with Faſting 


and 


and Prayer; therefore as It is ſaid, of the knowledge vi Lan 
| 52 thac they are not learning, but 2 good help to learning, 
they infer, that Faſting is at tbe belt, but a good help to de- 
votion, becauſe natutally (or preteroaturally ) a groſs belly 
makes 2 groſs underſtanding, and a Craſs Devotion; but a vaay 
tempetat man cannot be ſuppoſed to need this Primitive Faft, 
either for Devotion or Mortification, leit he find by experience, 
that Lipotomie ot to be _ to be faint through meer hunger 
or abſtinence, is alſo prejidicial to both thoſe deſigns. ; 
Now let us ſuppoſe our Author to mind his Antagoniſt of 
the 6. of St. Mat. Goſpel, where our Saviour mentions three 
Religious duties, vis. & giviog, Prayer and Faſting, pre- 
{czibes Rules to his Difeiples, whereby the intention of rhe per- 
 tormer, may be fo purified, as that the ſame may become an 
acceptable ſacrifice to Meiven, and whereas the two that are 
firſt in Order, ate . Moral Duties, and as frequent 
ly injoyned in the Goſpel as any whatſoever; as for the 3d: 
which is concerning Faſting, tho it be not expreſsly recommend- 
ed in the Goſpel as a Chriſtian Duty, yet it is a Poſtulatum with 
out Saviour, who takes it for granted, that the Generality of 
his Heaters being of the Fewi/h Nation, they knew very well, 
that the ſame had been frequently injoyned by their Legiſlator, 
under the Law, and that not only privat and Solemn Religious 
Fafts were in uſe among Gods own People, bur alſo among 
the Gentiles, they being taught by the very light of nature, 
that Penitent Faſting and Prayer were the beſt expedients, zhey 
could uſe ro perſwade a Gracious Deity to avert the imminent, 
or to remove the preſent Judgements of God upon them, for 
which we need no other eviderce, than the deportment of the 
Ninivits recorded by the Prophet Jonah. 
Ie is poſſible that an Epicurean Diſputant might reſemble the 
Eaſtern Empeiour named Zeno who tho' very Luxurious, yer 
waz very liberal to the Poor C for a vicious perſon is incapable. 
of the Grace of Charity is ſenſu compoſito) thetefore 
| this Antagoniſt immediatly becomes an Advocat for the 
Church, and thus reproves our Author ; It ill becomes you to 
make uſe of that Topick in * matter of faſting, ſince you have 


als 


already ſpurned at it in another Caſe, hieh Il fuppoſe was as 
pertinently adduced by thoſe who maintain the Fus Divinum 
of Tithes, For you cannot be ſo ſhameleſs as io deny, that 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, did much more frequently re. 
commend to the Church the boneſt maintenance of their Clergy, 
than a Religious Faſf. and have told you, that we ſhould look 


upon the Silence cf our Saviour and his Apoſtles, as to the g- 


ta of that proviſion; the Chriſtian People were dound boih by 
the Law.of God and nature to exhibit to thoſe who had the 
honour to be the mouth of to them by Preaching, and the 
mouth of the people to God, in their prayers ; therefore | ſay, 
the Quota was 2 Poſtulatum; and taken for granted, that what 


the ſame Legiſlator had appointed under the Law, ſhould con- 


tinue under the Goſpel, which proportion was in uſe among;the 
Fews, at the very time, that gene Precept was given to the 
Chriſtian Church, and- praQtrſed much more, than a thouſand 
yeats before our Saviours locarnztion; and a thing praQticable 
among the Gentiles, defore that kind of Government (you call 
a Theocracie ) was eſtabliſhed among the {/rae/its, ot to ſpeak 
more plainly, before their Law was given upon Mount Sinai, 
and that ether by the light of Nature, or by vertue of a Tradi- 


_ tionaty Law, from the beginning of the World; Now how 


cur Author will anſwer this Parallel caſe, I cannot tell, and 1 
doubt very much it he can do it himſelf. thi. 3 | 
The 4th Who abruptly & very unmannerly aſcended the The- 
atre i as if he had bux New broke looſe from a Bedlam houſe) 
was ſoon known to be a aer; ſuch a Ridiculous Sed, tharCas 


One ſaid well ) the Devil behove1 to be dotting in his old age 
when he brotched a farrago of ſuch fooliſh errors, ſo that it may 


be Jullly applyed to them, what was ſaid long ago cf that wild 


Sect of the Menicheans, that they were dut halt Chriftians at the 


deſi, yea in my humble Opinion that Demi. title is ioo good tor 

them, who are ſuch Biaſphemers (not to ſpeak of any other of 

their wild Fancies ) as to deny apd deride the Bleſſed Sacraments 

of the Goſpell under the Notion of Beggarly Elements, 1here be- 

Ing not fo mach ſence amongſt them all, as to diſtinguiſh betwixt 

the Jewiſh Ceremonies, that weis abvlithed dy the death of _ 
: an 


4 


/ 


— 
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and thoſe Rites, which were Intituted by our Saviour tor the be: 

hoof of che.Chriſtian Church, and appointed by our Great Legis- 
lator, to continue therein, till he came again the ſecond time to 
Judge the whole world. Yet ſuppoſing this New Coined Sec- 
rary to have ſome little Reading, C for his lnſolent Confidence 
we need not doubt) therefore he very briskly aſſaults our Author 
with the following words, Friend, I have heard of thee;thet thou 
art ſuch a ſtrait laced Chriſtian, that thy Conſcience will not admit 
any thing. in the ſervice of God, for which thou finds not a clear 
teſtimony in H. Sctipture, I believe thou eſteems Bapriſm and the 
Lords Supper ( as ye call them ) Conſiderable Ingredients in 
your Religious ſervices. now you have ſome Modes and Cis cum 
Hances in the Adminiftration of them, for which 1 cannot find 
the leaſt veſtige of any praftice in the Goſpel for them, far leſs 


an; expreſs precept for the Obſervation of them. | 


I ſhall begin with your Water Bapri/m, | pray you, where 
find you any piecept or any practice in 1he whole New Ie amen 
for that kind of baptizing, which you call Sprinſtling a livle of 
your Conſecrated Element on the forehead cf the Child, 
Yee are apt to tell us, that all Chriſtians are bound to follow 
Chtiſts example in everv thiog, in ſo far as it is imitable, but it is 
certain, thai our Saviours own experience of it, if it te not contra- 
ty, is at leaſr a vaſt diſparatum ( as yee ſay in your Schools) 
from your ordinary practice; for his own B. Body was Baptized by 
way of Plunging or dipping, as is clearly Infiruated, by his de- 
ſcending and aſcending from the River Fordan, this ſame being 
wricen concerning that Eunucb of great Authority under Candace 
Queen of Et biopia, neither can thou give me any inſtance of your 
Mode in the times of the Apoſtles; yea St. Pauli tells us that 
Plynging is much more Symboli call, as being a lively Emblem, 
which repreſents both the Death and Reſurtection of the Son of 
God, buried with him in Baptiſm, &e. | 
I know what thou art ready to ſay, That the Church was indul- 
gent to thoſe Young Ones who were born in cold Countries and 

in the winter ſeaſon, left by plunging them in Cold water ( who 
were but lately born) their Natural lives ſhouſd be apparently 
eudangeted; For God will have Mercy and not Sacrifice: And Ne- 


ceffuy 


— 


ceſſity bath no Law, but in this Caſe,1 ſee no Neeeſſity at all for 
thoſe who are born in theſe Countries where they have many hot 


Naturall Baths; yea in all Cold Countries, they may foon make 


their Arcificiall Baths lukewarm for that efteft: and give me leave 
to tell you, ſomthing out of Human - hifttory, 1 have read Tacitus 

Annales, and there I find, the Antient Germens(wirhourt any Sacra- 
memal Notion: ) did plunge their young Ones howſoon they ſaw 
the light of this World, over Head and Ears into cold Rivers, 
and that only in order to make them ſtronger Men, without the 
leaſt fear of poſting them out of the World ag1in, by that piece 
of Pageantry; hut we need not croſs the Seas for initances of this 
nature; for the Mountaneers of Scotland afford us a Meltitude of 
uch examples; for no ſooner is the Child brought forth, bur by 
end by icis Bathed in cold water, tho* they ſhould be at the pains 
to break the [ce for that purpoſe; which dipping is continued for 
many days efterwards, and whatever prejudice it may do their 
brains, yet the patents have a ſtrong Imagination, that it comributes 
very much to the ſtrengthning of thete Jalia and Nerves; yea it is 
obſerved, that bow foon theſe Infants, are habiruat to that Cold 
entertainment, they manifeſt no ſmall complacenc ie in ir, for Cox» 
ſuctudoeft altera Natura. 5 VVV © 

have bat tew words to ſpeak at this time, Concerning The O- 

ther Sacrament; for noi to mention the preſence of 12 of the di- 
ſciples at moſt, and that there was nofemale there, aod that it was 
in an de d or Upper room. nor in what Geſture the Apo- 
ales received it out of Chriſts hand , (whether Standing, Leaning. 
or Knealing ) tho | confeſs if 1 did own that Sagrament as you 
do, to be the moſt Solemn, the moſt Sublime, the Maſe Myſterj- 


ou andUſefull part of Chriſtian devotion, I would think, it ſhould 


be received in a humble polture, for as one of your Great Divines 
uſed to ſay ( even Richard Baxter by name 9 that there is not 
ary . Malefator who would think it below bim, to receive a Re- 
miſſion from his Prince upon his knees, if he were found guiiry 
of any Capital Crime: but my preſent ObjeQion is Obvious to rhe 
meaneſt capacity, even to any that. can read the Scripture. where 
they will find, that Dur Saviour did celebrat thae Myſtery im- 
mediatly after Supper, Jes after two Suppers, I mesa the — 


— 8 n 
and that exiraordingry, called ihe Paſſover; yet by the Canons 
of Councils, ye arg oidsined to take it in the Morning Virgine 
Salve, that is, falling, which all ſober perſons among you do 
always profeſs a readineſs to obey, Judging it very reaſonadle 
that ſpititual food ſhould have the preeminence from Temporal, 
but how ta reconcile that alteration of time, with your princi- 
ples, I do not know, and belſeve none for me; Here thou ſeeſt 1 
| have given thee two gteat Bones to Gnaw upon, & when | am in- 
fofmed, that thou has digeſled them into any tolerabſe ſenſe; 1 
hall 2g1in ſee thee, but now fare thou well. £3 bn 
, The 515. that aſcended the Theaue (much more demurely 
than the former ) was a known Independent, who ſuppoſing our 
Author to be a Presbyterian and True Blue too, did thus actoaſt 
him. We did formerly ſail in that ſame bottom, ſteetirg an e- 
qual courſe againſt all Diotrepheſes who love to have the pte · 
eminence in the Church, and to Lord it over their Brethren, 
upon which account we were Nick-named the Spawn and Genu- 
ue Une of the Presbyterians. Neither was it oaly in fighting 
for a Parity in the Church, that we ſymbolized; but al ſo in One 
expcſition of tha: paſſage of Holy Scripture, wharſcever 7s not 
of Faith 7s Sin, you need not be told who theſe laxs Caſuiſis 
- are, who talk of things done ps eter Scripturam & contra Scrip- 
turen; 38 if it were enough for quieting cf a Chiiftians Con- 
ſcience, to be convinced, that what he is to do is not ei vgnan: to 
ary Law of God, whereas yon cannot but knew, [that Gur com- 
mon gloſs reduced the ſenſe of that Scripture to 2 much tatiower 
Circle, viz, that we cu ght to do nothirg in reference 10 Szefed 
matters, without a clear teſtimony from the word ofGcd;and ſup- 
poſing you to be yet of he ſame principle with us, as to iet par- 
_ ticular;therefore I defire to be informed, what ycu can ſay for your 
PoAtrire of Claſſes : 1 am not requirirg ary Claſſcal buman 
Author from ycv, for ycu know it hath been the conffant te- 
thod of us beth, to fpurn at all ſuchCct- web Autheflties; tut it 
is ſome clear place, in Hciy Scripture, where I may fird that 
Sudordination of Claſſes (of which you talk ſo much } crce 
eſtabliſhed; 1 mean ycur Kirk Seſſicns, your Pres! yieries, pour 
Synods or Provincial * aS alfo ycur Gerelal Aſſem. 
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blies which ye make your Dernier Reſort, by which.I under. 
ſtand a National Coancil; as for that meeting, which is term 
ed an OEcumenical Synod, or a General Council of the whole 
Clergy of the Viſible Church, 1 mean, Delegats from every Nati - 
onal Church to be the Repreſentatives in tharCatholickAfſembly, 
I know you cavunor pretend to that, till all the Chriftian Church» 
es in the world become. Presbyterian, Which nether you nor | 

will live ro ſee. e AF gs ok 3 

But [ beſeech you, make not your ſelf Ridiculous by 
pretending, that our Saviour eſtabliſhed this Subordinati- 
on of Claſſes in his excellent Sermon on the Mayne which 
a Moral Goſpeller would havs.. termed the beit abſtract of 
true Chriſtian Philoſophy that ever was ſpoken or writ 
ten) becauſe he hath « threefold gredation in the 57b chap. of 
St. Math, but l cannot deny (what great Criticks nave clearly 
evinced ) that our Saviour makes a direa allufian-rnere to the 
three civil and criminal Judicatories, that for. 2 long time had 
been in uſe among the Fews; the leſſer confilting only of three 
Members; the Greater, of .taenty- three; and the greateſt of all, 
of ſeventy two, which was their great Sanedrim : but by all 
means 1 alviſe you, to deware of pretending 10 find your Subor- 
dination of Claſſes in that elfabliſhed Order among the Fes, 
vis. Aarons being the High Frieſt, to whom the relt of the 
Priefis were Subordinat, (and fo to all the firſt. born of the Fa- 
mily, ſo long as that OEconomy laſted ) likeways all the reſt of 
the Tride called uſually Levites, were in Subordination to the 
Prieſts: 1 warn you again not to make uſe of this Topick, leſt the 
Prelatiſts imagine, you are pleading for their Hierarchie, tor that 
ts uſually produced by them, as one of the main ſupports of it. 

We come now to the laſt Rancounter, which is of all the 
moſt conſiderable, and occaſioned by a meer Providential aden · 
tute: for a Prelatiſt chanced to paſs that way, and hearing menti- 
on of Hierarchy, he inffantly imagined, that one of thoſe Liti- 
gaats was an Oppugner and the other a Propugner of Epiſcopacy: 
therefore he ſuddenly ſtitted up on that Stage, with a defign to 
fecond with all his might the Combatant for Prelacy; but how 
ſoen he approached with his Epiſcopal Gowa about him, aud 


3 r OE, 
gppeared-with ſnch a ſprightly: Aire in his Countenance, both the 
Antagotifis fella trembling, and he bear'd one mutter to the o- 
ther, that Prelatical Curat is as formidable to me as Gorgon's 
head, yea his very habit Is Nauſeous, as being the mark of the 
deaft, that tis ready to rurn my Stoma en. 
. - ThePrelatift very civilly ſaluted them, &told them that hearing 
them mention Hier aretue, be ſuppoſed they were debating about 
Church Government, and that he was ready to prove the Law- 
falneſs oi tha: Antient Regimen of the Church, both from Scrip- 
tute and Reaſon, from the DoArine and Frattice of the Primitive 
Church and of ali poſteriour Ages, till this unhappy one where. 
in 1e live z and not only its Lawfulneſs, bu: its ex5ediency too, 
for the right ordering of the Houſe of God, if it be duly minag d 
accord ing 10 the Antlent Canons of the, Chu:ch, but finding my 
miſtake, I am content th have ſome friendly Conference with you, 
for ſome fe Minut- of time, and *tis poſſible you may find that 
old Proverb. verified that the Devil is not fo dlack and tertible 
as he is fometimes painted ; therefore he not any more appaled 
at my preſence 3 if | were a Go- gon head, tor if you be not 
lgnorant: Bigots for iuch in all Sect, pre end moſt t Zeil, 
tho? too often not only without knwledge, but alſo deſt fue of 
Juſtise, Charity and Truth) ye will nnd my diſcourſe full of Carts 
Rien Moderation. | 8 e 
This Calme Prologue did Animat them a little, to that thry 
profeſſed a willingneſs to entertain an amicable Conference with 
him; fer ſaid they, we hate an jgnorant fiery Bigotry, as much 
a5 you do, and are afrai'd it will prove the Bane of the Church 
at the laſt: Well chen, ſaid the Prelatift, I hope you will take 
no Offence at the riſe of my diſcourſe, to which-you have given 
octaſion, t net intentionally, and that as by Muttefing the 
the. word Corgan, which brings to wy remembrance, what a fa- 
mout Aſtrologue told me, that about 17 years agoe, at the pre- 
ciſe minur of the Aﬀembling of a complex Judicatorie, he did 
ere a Theme (gli, (which they call an Horoſcope at the Nati» 
vity of a-Child / and therein found, that Meduſas head (a 
conſtellation fo called, the ſame wirh your Gorgon, nnd Caput 
algol, as the Arebjans terme it ) was culminating in the Cuſp 
Fas — — | | 0 
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of the tenth houſe, which dom always import 2 violent Death 
10 that Infant, that is thus born under it, therefore he con- 
cluded, that at ſuch a ticne, it was Ominous both for Church 
and State. 1 do ingenuouſly declare that I never laid great fireſs 
on the Æcherlal prediQions of ſuch Aery Proguoſticators,' as bes 
ing convineed, that it is a very uncertain Art upon many ac 
counts, and fitly compared wa blind man's throwing his Staff. 
which ſometimes chanceth to hit the QbjeQ, and much oftner 
miſſeth;; but by that great Fatality, which fell out at that time, 
{ judged our Aſtrologue to have gueſſed bur too well. 
But 1 am one of thoſe, : who (by vertue of the Divine aid 
have ſtudied to make a vertue of necefiity,, and that is true Chris 
ſtian Patience, which in all the diſmat Calamities which befall 
either Church or State, imports an intire Reſignation of our will, 
to the Will of God, with a firm belief, hat he will make all 
things to work together tor good to them that love him; and 
that he can and will in his own good time, bring Light out of 
Darkneſs, Order out of Confuſicn, Gocd out of Evil; and that hae 
can mike Treacle of all our Poiſon, becauſe he is inſinitly Good 
and Wiſe, Powerful and Juſt, who governs the World; yea the 
Heathen Poet hath given us a good document to poſſeſs out 
Souls tn patience, from that advice the Sybi//iz Oracle gave to 


Eura, 


Nate Dea, guo fata trahunt retrahuntque ſequamur, | 
Quicquid erit, Superanda omnis fortuna ferendso ef, 


And fince the moſt part of all the Proverbs of all Civi. 
lized Nations, are founded on the greateft depth of Rea fon 
whereof they were maſters, our Scots Adage is ſtill remembied 
by all privat perſons, who lay claim to prudence. *Tis hard #9 
fit in Re me and frive againſt the Pope, 8 


Now tbe Frelatiſt taking both his Collocutors for pres by terĩ. 55 


ars, he thus addteſſed them: Te both appear to me by your fa⸗ 
ces io de yet many removes from the-frime Senedlus, which 
Sives me reaſon to conclude, that ye' had no hand in the late 

Revolutious, even tho ye have become Organical Memters of 


the 


e prefent Church: Judging, that the vifible Chureh, eabnot 
” Jong eu without fach members, fo that you may be ready 
ick ws to praAife thar Apoltolick precept, Refoice evormere, 
And ix every thing give thanks, for if any thing was done amiſs 
thofe publick tranſactiom, all privat Chtifitans have reaſon 
to praiſe God, that they had no hand in them; and when tis 
_ 'theſr Tor to play an after game, they are apt to Solace them - 
ſelves, with thoſe two maxims of Law, fliers non drbun, fallum 
Valet, and multa impediunt contrabends, que non dirimunt con» 
#rafla $ And I will be plain with you > ſince peceflicy hath no 
Law) 1 would not ſeruple at your Communion in all Sacred mat- 
ders, Hf ſo-be they; who have the honour to be the mouth of od to 
his people, and the mouth of the people to God (I hope you 
underftand what I mean) and demean themſelves. as ſuch great 
Trustees ought to do, and providing ye had not fpurned the 
Lords Prayer out of his own houſe, to the great Scandal of the 
whole Chriſtian warld ; For 1 thank God for it, that 1 was ne- 
ver fo hide bound la my judgement of Charity, as to annihilat 
in my Imagination a National Church, merely becauſe it is de- 
Hlitute of that form of Government, which 1 always judged to be 
"the dell: lor the wild fancies of ſuch varrow Souls who imagine 
| thace there can be no true Church, which wants that Government 
they affe&, and that none can be Saved who are not within their 
Ark, and Steered by ſuch Pilots which they enjoy, all ſuch 
Spiritual Menopoliſts are almoſt ſuch Criminals io the ſight 
of God, at was that fooliſh Emperour Caligula, who wilhed all 
the Peop'e of Rome to have but one Neck, that wich on blow he 
might cut it off, and all fœrſooth, beeauſe that Neck was no: 
pliable enough to a diſtrafted head. Whence it may be very ra · 
_ tionaly and Chriftianly inferred, that our Jure Diuiao's binc in» 
de, if they be laid in the ballance together, will be found alto - 
ge her lighter than Vanity: For it was never judged eſſential to 
the City of God by any man of ſenſe, whether the Suburbs of ic 
were bur one, or two, or three Stories high, even when the up · 
permoſt Story appears to have more of Decencie and Order and 
| Ecabiltry, than any of the Lower. Yea it was always my jadge» 
ment, that in the great Audit, * the whole world ſhall be 
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called to give an setount of their works, if a man in that great 
ay, ſhall be found to have been truly Faithful and Contrite, Ho- 


ful in good works, it ſhall never be demanded of him, under 
what kind of Government, elther in Church or State, he lived 
r 
f. The two Auditors taking him to be a much more modetat 
man, than at firli Thay imagined him to be, they then thought 
fit to diſcover themſelves to him. It is only our Old brother here 
tyvho ls Presbytetian ( ſaid the other) but as for me; 1 am not 
aſhamed to own my felf to be of the number of thoſe, who are 
named Independents, ſince I am ſure 1 walk according to my 
Conſcience, and that the Wife Man hath told us, he that walk. 
eth uprightly walketh Surely: we wee interrupted by you in a 
debate, and 1 am apt to believe, that our Brother was glad of 
that Caſual Interruption, fince I am perſwaded, he will never 
be able to produce any clear teſtimony in Holy Scripture for their 
Subordination of Claſſes, no not ſuppoſe, he fhould trace Pres- 
bytery backwards, even the length of the Wilderneſs, where a 
Fooliſh Scars Presbyter found the ra of it, when the 70 Elders 
were choſen to judge thelſraelites. here began the firftPresbytery 
that ever was in the World ( ſaith that wife Philolopue ) Mo- 
ſes and Aaron being Moderators; therefore ſaid the Independent 
to the Prelarift, 1 ſhall be well content to make you Umpire be. 
twixt us, providing my Antagoniſt ſubmit alſo. 1 ſhall be very 
glad, ſaid the Presbyterian to hear his Opinion, for 1 am ſute all 
moderat men of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, think much better of 
 Prexbytery, than of Independeneie upon many accounts. 1 will 
not meddle wich your compariſons, ſaid the Prelatift, for they 
are ſometimes found very Odious ; neither will 1 become 2 
Judge Arbiter, tho both would preſs me to it; but 1 ſhall give 
you my opinion very freely, which poſſibly may have the moſt 
ordinary effect of Arbitration, and that is, if both parties @annor 
be pleaſed, to diſpleaſe them doth. . 
Since you boch defire my opinion of your controverfie, and 
that impartially; 1 ſhall give it in few words without fead or 
fevour of avy, tor it is Lippis® tonſoribus notum:ihat this 1 
Ai en 


ly and humble, meek and merciful, juſt and temperat, and froix- - 
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Alination of Claſſes cannot be expreſly found in Holy Scripture; 
| yt upon the other hand 1 judge, that the Presbyteriau Churches 
have thereby, the 1 ol the Independents, in point of Or- 
der; i ſo be theſe Clalles be always rightly ordered, it being a 
notable Prudential mean ( tho of Human invention) for that 
effect, as being directly ſubſervient to the DIſeiplin of the Church, 
as to the Suppreſſion and condign cenfſuring of all Seandalous 
delinquents,. according to the Canons of the Church, and that in 
its whole Climax or Gradation to that higheſt Eccleſialtick ju · 
dicatory, called a National Council, or General Aſſembly ; to 
which Supream Repreſenrative of a National Chureb ( if right- 
© iy conſtitute} all the Members of the faid Church whether 
fimple or Organical are bound 10 ſubmit, and acknowledge its 
Authority, for he who will not hear the Church ( ſaith our Sa- 
vioer) let him be to thee as au heathen or Publican; 
For in tbe beſt of Epiſcopal times, all thoſeClaſſes were ſo far 
from being exauctorated or faln into a deſuetude in this National 
Church, that they were ill obſerved in due vigour, ſo that 
whether Epiſcopatus was judged to be Ordo vel Grade, all mo- 
derat men among them, (till judged themſelves obliged, Sub- 
mittere faſces tothe Authority of a National Council z yea all 
{ach were found without the Ambition of claiming more than a 
Gtazdual difference betwixe themſelves, and their Presbytets, 
knowing that by ſuch moderation, they more apparently reſem- 
| bled a St. Cyprian, Sc. Ambroſe and St. Auguſtin, & many other 
ſuch felf-denyed Prelats in the Latin Church, as alſo thoſe Fa- 
mous Greek Biſhops, vis. Gregorius Ibaumatur gas, the Great 
St. Baſil, Gregory Nazianzen and Gregory Nicen, yea and that 
moſt Eloquent Father St. C Þ-y/offern, tor as ſupercilious a Clergy 
man. as the vain Empreſs Eudoxia uſed to Nick-name him; 
whereas all others who did ſear too high, were juſile compared 
with thoſe Tumid Biſhops in the Roman Church, vis Boniface 
za: with Boniface Sth. Gregory 7th. (alias Hildebrand) Pope 
Paſebal 2d. Alexander zd. Pope Innocent zd. and 4th. and 
Juli 2d. ( not to ſpeak of ſcme of the ſame kidney who 
mounted the Stage aſter the Reformaticn) as Pope Paul 4th, 
and Sixt Puintusy for all theſe rov Manial and Maſterfull 
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Popes, gave cerafion to Impartial Spectarors to apply the Old 
Maxim to them, That they who graſp note, than Helotgt to! 
"hem, (through the Juftice of Divine Fibvintitte J 24e o tte bez 
nezved of what is theit due. 
But let us defcend to the loweſt of your Claſſes, uſudfy tertu⸗ 
ed a Kirk Seſſion, who are accounted the Reprefeoratives of a 
Congregational Chutch, I did always eſteem them tore ſubſers 
vient to the ptomoting ot tue Church Difcipline, according rg 
the Dic Eccleſie of our Saviour, than any Biſhops Official could 
be, in any part of the Chriſtian World, with all his pecuniary 
Mulcts; providing theſe who are named Elders and Deacons de 
pitched upon, as having the Qualifications of Knowledge and 
Prudence, and who by their Fiery and Vertut are exemplar 
to all. their Neighbours, and only furh, (if they can be foun; 
in the Pariſh, for ultra poſſe non eff eſſe) that they may not ons. 
ly. become Menfarii, & Elemoſynarii C as we Read of Deicong 
As, Cbap. VI:) but alfo by the delation of incortigible delins 
quents in their refpeCtive precints, (note ithſtanding of privat 
Admonitions) to rhe Miniſter of the place, with the reft of the 
Elders, may comribut very. much io the vigorous Execution of 
Church Offcipline according to the Canons of the Church, A 
Having Occafion ſo by the foretop, I cannot forbear to men- 
tion an Obſervation'of the very Learned Foſeph Mede, in one of 
ef bis Diſſertations; that there ought to be an Exchange of 
Names among thoſe Members of Kirk - Seiſions, that the Head 
thereof whom they call the Miniſter, ſhould rather be termed 
an Elder, and vice verſa, thoſe who are denominated Elders, 
ſhould be termed either Minifters'or Deacons or Church Netrhr- 
nius (all being Synonymous terms, which import Subfervien- 
cie or Miniſtration to others) whereas the Word Elder, both 
in the Old and New Teftament,always implys a Man of Autho- 
rity eitber in Church or State, and ſuch conſiderable Authority, 
that whereas we read of King David with his Elders appear 
ance in Sach- cloth and 4/hes to deprecat the Wrath of Heaven, 
in the ſad day of ths Peſtilenze rageing among them, Theſe E). 
ders are generally expounded by Interpreters to have deen his 
_ Principal Nobles, but te nembting an expreſſion of * : 
| | ul 
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Eno langer an this Obſervation: They mult needs be: 


Wee | tion: 8 
68 wes,feeply- in the Uregs/of malice Claith that Acute 


ns) who reomrexet ahout words and Names, when the 
things chemrfelves:are well enough knumn to all the World, 
_ i Haviogakus' frankly given you my opinloo C {aies the Pre- 


latiſt) both ; (according to mp knowledge and :Conſcience, he 
turned t the Fresbyterian and (aid, 1 hope Sir, you will atiow 
me to propole one Query to you; and dat you will hear it, at 
leaſt as placidly, as you did the laſt interrogator of your Quan 
dam Btotber heie preſent, & I allure you, it coneetns nos the parity 
in your Church, which you ſo much affect which 1 ſuppoſe re- 
lates (ia your Judgement ) only to men in Holy Orders: How 
comes it chen aboug tna te have advanced ome Laicks among 
you to ſueh a dignity, as that they have good Reaſon to ſay to 
you all, in all ypur Qhareþ Judicatories, Smut ergo pares, and 
that \in-regd of your allowing them à deciſive vote in your 
higheſt Tr bunals even in reference to matters of Divine Doctrine, 
& cenſures of any of your Church inen, fo that the Vote of the 
meaneſt of theſe your new aſleffors, is equivalent to thè ſuffrage 
of che maſt eminent of all gourClergy; and fince you pretend for 
clear refiimanies in Haly Seiipture, :for every thing ot that Na- 
ture, I pray you Jer me hear one of them for this. 
} 1ihave heaid your demand ( ſaid the Presbyterian) without 
the leaſt offence, but not without ſame Admiration, ihat ſuch a 
ſharp man, (as yeu, appear to be) ſhould be ignorant of that 
fo mush Celehrated plece 1. Tin. 5. The Elder that rules well, 
account him werthy of daxble howour, eſpe ciaiq bin 'who labaurs 
in word und Docfrinc; where you may find fuch a elear diffe. 
rence batwixt Preaching Elders, and unpteaching Elders, whom 
we-uſually call R#/ing Elders, from this very place, as if it 
Fair aud dot ( ſaid 1he:Prelatift ) you appear to me to verify 
that old Maxime, facile. credime us ſieri volumur, for l have 
hear'd that Ser ipture cited very oft by men of your perſwaſion; 
but never found any of them, chat gave the right ſenſe thereof, 
for to all unbyaſſed Perſons, the words appear to costain an Aux- 
ce, ( that figure being familiar I this Apoftle ) which Im- 
1 * e porta 
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ports not a difference betwixt Eides in ſpeci; but only I G 
du: 28 ik he Nad ſaid expreſly, Theſe Men in Holy Orders de- 
ſerve a double do⁊e both of honout aud df the Church RW] nue, 
who labcriouſly iet about all the duties of their Calling, or 
ſome may hate the Spirit of Government, who fall very ſhore of 
their Neighbours as to the gift of Preaching, and Spiric of 
Prayer. And to let you fee, that I am not fingular in my gloſs 
upon yout Text. | will take the boldrieſs to give a defiance to all 
the Presdyterign:World, te produce me, but one genuine Com- 
mentary. ſince the days of the A poſtles, to the year of God 1536, 
that expourds the word, C/ der, in your ſenſe; but on the contrary, 
where eyer the word (Elder) occurrs in the News Teſ amen, 
{ a8 importing ſome Office in the Houfe of God ) they fill in- 
terpret ihe ſame of Preaching Elders; Unpreachivg or Ruling Ele 
ders Cas you tem them) being altogether unknown to che 
Chriſtian World, till 7. Calviz ſettled at Geneva; and if any 
ma can produce me an Inſtance contrary to what I have juſt. 
now allerted, erit mihi magnus Apollo. m9, 
Then Sir (laid the Presdyterian)1 wil be your A poll for once, 
for we are not all ſuch Strangers to Antiquity, & Fatbers, as the 
Generalicy of your Gang do'lmagin; for it is a Father that lived . 
in the 4th Cen:ury, that I am about to cite, even that famous Bi- 
Ihop of Mila, whom you eall St. Ambroſe, whoſe great Zeal a- 
gainſt Scandalous Sins, reached a great Emperour, even to the diſ- 
grace of too many of your Prelater, who were little better than 
{laves ro ſome Princes Favorites, who were very much below 
Theodoſizs the Great, upon many accounts; this Ambroſe in 
his Commentary on Pauls  Epitiles, ſpeaks as clearly and fully 
for the adyantage that redeunds to the Church of God; from thoſe 
Ruliog Elders (as Contradifiinguilfhed from Preaching Elders, 9 
as any of our Grandees, ſuch as Ge/derwood and Petrie, Gilleſph 
and Rut her ford could have done, ſo that l need produce no more, 
for he is inſtar Omnium, to thoſe of your Complexion, eſpetially 
being an Antient B2/bop and a renouned Saint among you. 
Tou have reaſon ( replyed the Prelzrift ) to hugg that ſingle 
Author, fince fron the Ciriftian Era, ro the 1536, not one ſuch 
Cemmenrary can be found, that is fo much for pour Boling Elders, 
- PETR even 
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ren 28 pat 38 à Pre/by{erian heart can wiſh; but give me leave 
to apply to." 5 4 K. Biſhop Land upbraided to the Ro- 
#225. that if they had the writings of their Prieft Brie ly belide 


Wen hought thetnſelves foot ſide with any Proteſtant diſputant 
in regard of that Maltitude of Cltatlons, that, that Prieſt hath a+ 
meſſed, beth out of the Fathers and Proteſtant writers, (as Argu- 
menta ad hominem ) whom they delieved with implicit Faith, 


and were never at the pains to eonfider the Context, that they 


might find out the Genuine ſenſe of ſome Ambiguous expreſſion 


either from rhe Antecedenis or Conſequents of the ſaid text: At 
leaſt to diſcover (by reading the whole treatiſe ) if he is a Man 
of Truth and Judgement, whoſe Authority is Cited: and 1 muſt 

lainly tell you, that this is your very Caſe, as to your preſent al - 


3+ 


legarion; For thete is not any Judicious Man, that hath been at 


be pains to read that Commentary I which is Farhered on St. Am- 


broſe ) a Capite ad Calcem, but will inſtanily conclude, that it is 
moſt unwor:hy of fo good and ſuch a learned Pre/are there be 
ing a multitude of poinrs of Pepery found in it, which hath made a'l 
lober Pioteſtants ſpurn it away as atiaughty ſpurious Book, & in re · 
gatdof fome other damnable errors che beſt of the Roman Giticks 
dave alſo rejeQed-ir; ir being too Ordinary for Men, who had no 
Credit of their owa, to Father the empty fruits of their own brains, 
upon ſome eminent Father of the Church, that their Adulrcrons 
dratts, might gain ſome reputation theieby; the Apofiles them - 
ſelves not being priviledged from that U ſurpation. 
But it is high time for Me, now to inlarge my former proteſta- 
don, both to the Termin à quo & ad quem, viz. That you 
are ſo fat from find irg any genuine Author interpreting the Word 
Elder (inthe Goſpel) in your ſenſe, be fore Calvins days, that 
it is not poſſible fer you, (or any of your Se& ) to produce any 
Aurbentick hiſtorian ( whether Eccleſiiſticall or Secular ) that 
can give dur One Inftance ( before Calvin time) of any Laick, - 
1 mea of any Man wharſoever, that was not in Holy Orders (call 
them Ruling Elders, Seniores Popali, orComites, or what yon will) 
that were Judges of Doctrine or Cenſors of Manners, in any Ge- 
neral or Provincial Council, in the whole Chriftian Church; But 
that you may not Miſtake Me, by 2 Judge of DoQrine, I do not 
1 un. 
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underſtiand, ſimply che ment of N r_a that belongs 
1 all Chriſtians u hg ar Fate (s years of diſceerlo . 
ter having told us, that every-Chriſttan is 20 be teady always, ts 
give an ade to every One who demindeth a,Reafon.C meaning 
Ordetly } of che Hope chat is fo chem, with Mecknofs and fear 3 
but it is of the Judgement of Autrhari ty, chat Iam difcourſing, to 
wit, that there was never any Laie in thoig Primitive times 
(which are the beſt ſtandard wWherehy to judge things of this Nas. 
ture ) that had a decifive vaice in Egcleſialtick Jud ĩcaroties, and as 
pondetous, as any. that did fit chere, o that they had an equal band 
with the molt eminent Eccleſtalticks, in thruſting all lncorrigible 
bereticks out of the houſe of Gad, and in degrading all Seanda- 
lous Clergy men for their Immorallties. Td i. 
Hold f faith the Presbyterian ) 1 will let you ſee that l am 
a better Antiquaty, than You lmagin, for I will aſcend the length 
of the 3d. Century, and about us very beginoirg, and l am ſure 
You will not tax me for Citelng 3 Spurious Auttrnr, unleſs Lou 
Imagin Tertullian to be ſuch, Neither is it any treatiſe of that 
{ubtile African Presbyter, which he wrote after his un. - 
happy Montanizing, but One that is Celebtated to this very day 
in ie Catholick Church, as an excellent piece; and that is his A- 
pologetick .for the Chriſtian Religion, which is accounted a Star 
of the firſt Ilagnicude among all the Apelggrfts, and nothing in- 
feriour Intenſively to Juſtin Martyr, Minut ius Felix, Or:gen; 
St. Cyprian, Arnobizs, & Lafantime; not to ſpeake of theſ- 
much greater volumes wiiten by . St. Auguſtine and 


I beodoret, undet the Notinn of Apelogiſts for our Holy Relis 


gion; in .which excellent Apologie Tertullian mentioned more 
than ones, the Senjores.Populr, and 19 deſcribes them, that all uns 
dyaſſed Perſons will find him aſſerting the fame power to be in 
them, which. we aſcribe to our-Ru/ing Elders: and as for the Con 
mites, is it dot evidem:from many Greet Hiftorigos ( which are 

preſumed to knew belt what was done among themſelves, ) thaz 
Some Seculars. who. were never in Holy Orders, were appointed 
by their Reſpectwe Emperours, to be aflci5ors even in Genetal 


Councils? and what they called Comes, ne term Ruling Elders. 
2 thus the Preaching Elder ended his pleadings for his Ku/ing 
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Pie elttieris it de novo ad aurer, what you have fall ; 
„2 ar 


ed againſt Truth and Reaſon 5 for by Inflancing Tertullian, you 


5 9 218 : 
I helieve ( ſaltthe Prefatift) you are now at the bottome of 


am confident to have heard the fame Apotogy for your new 


* »- 
* 


Coined Officer in the Houſe, of God, much mote frequentiy, 
Vea far exceeding the number of the Thebarum porte; vel divitis 
Oftia Nili; ſo that I am apt to Nauſear that which bath been 10 


often confuted, to the ſarsfation of all thoſe, whoare not Steel - 


give me octaſion to renew my former Challenge, rbat'too-many 
take Citations out of Books hand over head, without the leaſt 
ſlender vie w, either of rhe Aniecedenrs er Conſequents, for it 
cannot be denyed chat Tertuclian mentions the Senzores Poputt in 
his 4poſogetick, but L will give you leave to burp all the Books 
I have,.it-you will be at the pain to peruſe deliveratly, that ex- 
cellent little Treatiſe (Which you may do in halfe a naturall 
day). but that you, ſhall find him giving fuch a Character of 
thoſe. Seniores, that a very Child almoſt may conceive, that he is 
to be underſtood. of Elders in Holy Orders 4 ard ) pray, is not e 
very man the beſt Interpreter of his own words, whetber utrered 
viva pace, or eonligned in Writ? © 

As for the Cami ies you have mentioned, take this brief ac 


count. of them z; They mere the greateft Nobles in tha Empercurs 


Court, ( called otberways Perricij } who were imployed by the 
Chriſtian £mpcrours,: (when they had not leiſure ro honour thoſe 
Church Judicatorics with their own preſence ) to wait punQual. 


Iy upon all ihoſe meetings, eſpatially the General Councils, that 
- there: might not de the leaſt umbrage of Abuſe or diſorder com- 
mitted in «hoſe venerable. Aſſemblles, they being Authorized and 


backed with.a ſufficient Secular power for that effect: Now it re: 
gerd theſe: lmperial Orders were not put in due Execution, the 
2. General Council aſſembled at Epheſus, was ſo far from ſup» 


preſſiog the Eutychian Hereſy (for whick they were eonveened) 


that It was the more'firmly rivetred, and continued io its aſcen- 


dent, all- the. remainder of the life. of Theodofizs the younger, a 
_devant. but 00 Credulous a Prince ) till the great Enormities 
comm. tted in th:t P/eudo-Synod, were reQtified by the perſonal 


preſ.nce of Martians his lmmediat Succeſſor ) at the great 
Council of Caicedon; For that _ at Epbeſus, ſo palpably 
e. 
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betrayed bis Truftas being ap io wall favourer of thatHereflethat 


* 


he N to Dioſcur s, Piitlarch of Alexandria, C the great 
padton of 


the Eutychianc, ) ſo. to. violeor that good Biſhop of 


; Confantinople, named Havianus, that the violence he ſuffered 


* — 


. became Mortal to him in few days; and betauſe ſuch moll ſcan- 


dalous diſorders, had never been perpetrated in a General Coun- 
oil, therefore that Infamous Sy nod is to this very day, truly 
Stigmatized with the terms of Svsodus xuefu¹ & prædator las 
- that le, in plain Evgliſh, a Thieviſh and a Robb ing Council. But 
. far any to Imagine, that thoſe delegats were inveſted wich 2 
gteater power, than evet their great Conſtituents aſſumed to 

themſelves, were veiy Ridiculous, and that theſe great Princes 
were ſtrangets to ſome AQs uf Supremacy, which were made 
in ſome of the poſteriour Ages, will appear from what follows: 
. Tax not to ſpeak of that filly Emperour Arcadius: who could not 
. poſſibly derhrone Chry/cſtom (for all his being ſo Uxojjous ) 
till a packed Council of Biſhops did the feat: we need ns other 


inſtance, but the deportment of Conſtamine the Great, at that 


Great Council of Nice, who left his Imperial City, and croſſed 


the Baſphorus :Tbracius, that he might come to that Famous City 
in Bithynia, where chat firſt Council was Aﬀetnbled,; that he 
might obviat, by his own preſence, the'leaft diſorder that might 
Orcutr there, by any. favourer of Profaneſs or Etror; his 'Impe- 
rial 14:jsily was indeed vety reſpeQfully defired by the Preſi- 
dent (in name of che Synod ) to give his opinion concerning 


the Arian Hereſy, bur his Anſwer was very remarkable, That a's 


God: Vice-gerent upon Earth, and as a. member of the Chriffian 


_ Church, he acknowledged: himſelf to be Cuſfos utriuſque Tabulæ. 
but withal, chat he was but Epifſcopus extra Eccleſian, fo that 
it did not belong to him to judge either the lmellectual or Mo:? 


tal errors of the Clergy, but only to Church men, the Apoſile 
having told us, bar the ſpirits of the Prophets are Subject to the 


_ Propbers, but ſubjained that great Prince, whatever he be, that 
is declared by his proper Judges, to be a turbulent or an Inccrri- 


g-ble Heretick, 1 ſhall have 2 care that his Contagion ſpread no 
farther ; by mzking him either a cloſe Friſpaer, ot by exiling 
Fs | Fix. aa wa + 
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him without che limits 9 Empire ( for chat fiery 
Lam C de beretico comburende) was not then come in fahon.) 
_ © "Without alf peradventure, If that Prince had ſeen any Lay. 
man of what quality ſoever, under whatſoever Title or pretence, 
- firti:g among thaſe of Holy Orders avd uf urping 2 deciſive vore 
_ there, he would inſtantly have cauted extrude him with diſgrace, 
aud have applyed. that Saryr to him, Ne Suter ura Crepidam, 
which ſince the Creation of that new Officer hath been ſome. 
times verified, a che moſt literal ſenſe. [+ am perſwaded that 
there is not any man in his right Wits, but will judge it an vice 
countable piece of Pageantry, to make a man a formal Judge be- 
twixt Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy, who cannot give 2 Tolerable 
account. of an ordinaty Church Catechiſm; he muſt needs be ve- 
ut A ſinut ad Lyramy and to all ſuch, that Poetical ſtory may be 
fitly applyed of {gnorarit Midas (tho a King J his taking upon 
him to be Judge betwixt Pan and Apolla: in regard of his lgno» 
tant verdiQ, having preferred the Pipe of Par, to the Harp of 
Apollo, he had àſſes ears clapped to his head, for the Guerdon 
_ of his fooliſh labour... 151 | ene 
Bus this Sarcaſfick difcourſe diſſolyed the meeting in a great 
Snuff, for they left the Prelatift very abrupily, & ys 22 
pte; yer he heard the Presbyrerian Muttering theſe Words to 
- himſelf; 1 will let yon bold fellow know, there is a great dif- 
ference betwixt Suadere & perſuadere; and in my humble Opie 
nion it was high time to break of theie dehates , for I ſuppoſe ir 
will coſt our Author, at leaſt one whole Vacation (o frame a 
pertinent Anſwer to them, out of his too narrow Principle. 
Having ſufficiently battered our Authors great Pyramid, let 
us nowtake a little notice of his ſmall ones, & hetewith ir is Sur- 
rounded; which may de eaſi y ſwept an ay, zs fo many ob eds; 
for many of theſe litile Topicks are anſwered at large already: 
for example in Page 280 The Payment of Tithes by Pagans to 
their: Heathen Deities mas not the eſfed of any Natura Inflint 
bat only a Cuſtom borrowed from the 'Fews'( 1bat is ſofficlently 
anſwered already ;) as aiſo that fooliſh inftance of their Theo- 
&#acy and that Tithes were cleerly Ceremonial; as alſo that 
| Priefts and Levits, had not as cur Chuich men the Charge of 
Souls, But 


* EE 4] £5 1 
But whereas It is added, in Page ag, That they, mers vaſly 
emota numerous, and Juda more fertile than cur. Land. That 18. 
_ quirez.a. further. Bxaminecian,. For it we conſult ihe 3d. Chop. 
diftribution. was net made, all. che, Males among the Levis 
( reckoning even from» a Month Old) were but twenty and ewo 
' thouſand, and. all who were ia Age aud in Office: conſequenely 
much leſs; only eight Thouſand and Jome odds, but I believe 
there is not aoy;-Populous:Kingdom in fiurope, whoſe Clagy 
- doth not by. {ome Ihosſande exceed that Number, when the 
hole Family: is feckoned upon for lappoſe our Author is at 
become ſo popiſh, 28 to diſeount wives and Children trom their 
families but 1 ſhall in the next place, give a ſhort account, that 
tho their Clergy were generally fewer, in compariſon; of the 
Chtiſtian Clergy; yet eit proviſion was nigh double to outs: But 
85 n another millake of: our Author, hich may 
; ea rt. 20% of boo edtyi dl dias oct 
Page 28 1. His Formalia Verba are. And then a farther conſide - 
tation for beltowing of Tithes upon the Priefs and Levitas, that 
holds not In the Caſe of-a 'Golpel, Minibry, wes, for that they 
"were. excluded from all other part, and inheritance in the Land, 
<oherteby they loſt a teelſth of property, for a Tenth of Aanual 
.*Increaſe. It ſeem? out Author hat h not well confidered, the di- 
ftribation of Canaan among the Tr ze/its, nor what: proportion 
the Tribe of Levi did bear to the reſt. Tis true Levi was One 
ol the twelve Sons of Facol but we myſt not ſuppoſe, that all 
the Tribes had equal dividends, ſo: that every particular Tribe 
got the-rwelfch part of the promiſed Land; but it was divided a 
. -mong them, 1 ng to theit numbers ot Families ani meo, 
when that Geseral N ion was appointed dy God C ſo 


that the moſt numerous: ribe got the gteateſt proportion of 


— 


that Land, ). as is evident from the Addreſs. oſ the Tribe ot E- 
"pbraimac Mn told him. that Nod had Bleiſed th t Tribe 
(accordiog to the prieditiioinot:Frcob )- with a fat greater num - 
ber than any other Tribe could pretend unto; therefore they 

deſited a much greater proportion of the Land, which waste 
de divided, and they obtained their requeſt, becauſe it was 
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_ Topnd;:meſt, rational; Nom, I pray, What proportion could th 
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Leit have expedted, if they had been to get a dividend with 
- the reſt of the Tribes? even about the fix8icth part of the promiſed 


Land, aud no more, . becauſe upon an exaft computation of their 


This will ally appear from the diveiſe kirds of Sacrifi:es 


» 


of all their yearly 1hcreaſe,” beſides thoſe Tienads which were ex- 
" Prefly commanded by God; but Whatever _ grouad there was {or 
this, it is certaid, that the ewe were generally, very bountifull 
to their Prieſts apd Levites, above any Nation under Heaven. 


hut ler us endeavour to reQtify ſome other little Miflakes af 
dur Author, which he hath Misjudged, as very forceible Aigu- 


ments, 'apainlt the 7 Divinum ct Tithes, 1 mall give. two of 
them in his -own Wotds Pag: 281. Nor 1s it good. arguing 
wi:h zs to draw certain. Concluſions as to the Right Iitbes, 
from the Canons of the Church, Or ibe Conflitutions of Particu- 
lar Princes. For what bath a Provincial Council cf One Nation 10 


do with another? or what Authority can ibe lmperialy of the Cid 


French Empire bave in Scotland ? 52 3 
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nos, by their Delegars 
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I hall uſher in my Obſervation on the firſt miſtake, with tha 
words of the Comedian, dum in dubio eff 4ninus pauto Memens 
to buc illuc Impellitur '; My doubt being whether to impuge it to 
inadvettentie, or a lietle Smack of Folie); in Mentioning only the 
Canons of Provincia! Councils, for what Man of tolerable 
ſenſe doch believe, that the Canons of a Provincia! Councit of ons 
Nation do oblige another Nation, ( poleſs the One be Voſſals and 
Tiibutary to the other ) for (as It hath been told by us already) 
All National Churches are Co. ordinat: as for the Canons of Gene- 
ral Councils, we have alſo given an Account of their Obligation, 
1 mezn of that Obedience, which all Nytienal Churches owe 
thereumto, if ſo be they conſented to the framing of thoſe Ca- 
nonically choſen, for that effeft; or ſup- 
pole they had 90 Repreſentatives there, yer dy 2 Poſterior Home - 
7ogation, the National Churches and head of the State, may tati- 
y all that is done there, and Conſequently thefe Canons Obtaln 
the force of Laus, both over Church and Stat. „ 
4s for his mearioning che Authoricy of the Auperiale of the Od 
EFreneb Impire, leſt an Igncram ſhould imagin, thu our Author 
thould be deerying our Old League made by the Scare. with 
Charle-main,wwnho was both Empetor of the Weſt and King of Fance; 
I muſt tell the Reader, that our Author ſeems to be in a myſ- 
rake as ta the Iaperial Lato. The Capitulats indeed of Charles the 
Great are excellent, and very favourable co the Church, dur theſe 
were never termed the Imperia) Lato xer Wipe A l Man of 
law, before our Author, dut only che Corpus Furit Ciuilit compl- 
led by the Authority of Juſlinian the Great, who died 209, pears 
before Charles the Great was born, and it is of that Imporie! Lace 
we are to underſtand that 0/4 42 of Pailiament vat untepealed, 
*that if any Action occur before the Oivil Judges, of ſueh Intricacy 
"hat the fame hath not been 4 20y Municipsil Ia, 
'of the Nation, that che Judges ſhzllCoufult the Cruil(that is Jui. 


*rians laws) and if they find the Cafe reſolved there, they ſhall de- 
termine thereby. POS» PHY 


Neither ought our Author to vilify the Canon Lew, ſo much 
21 he doth, I mean the decr etum Gratians, with the Commestaries 
of Panormitan & Felinus upon It, Notwithitarding the Pope is 


( God 


tttrtůilh 
out of doars among. 
ſe the Commiſarior Law ( 
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„ that are altogether Ignorant of the OC Canon Law, 
as Feral Birds fluttering upen the Ground, for want of wings to 
ee up tothe Bench. e V 
But Manum de Tabula ( 25 to gu other diſpute concerning 
the jus Dwirum of Tithes ) if ie had not juſt gow come into my 
mind, that having given ſuch deferiptions of Semen and Milton, 
as they deſerved ;/ the Candid Reader might have expetted a 
larger Character of their great Antagonift R. Montague, who had 
with ſuch force of Reaſon klenced them both : And let him now 
take le In the werds of P. Heylen who ( befides bis great learn» 
ug) magnifies bim as the greateſt man of che Age, for an un- 
dsunted & ** and an exiraordinary preſence of mind, before 
a Parliament of Bg when ile gederallty of the Houſe of 
Commons were this declaied Enemies, yet he came off with fly⸗ 
ing Colours in ſpite of them all. Which remarkable little ftory 
In the days of King Verte 1. of England the Romenifts fer 
forth a Pamphlet bearing the Title of Gags, as it ( forfaoth } 
the Author bad Ropped the mouths of all Proteſtants out of their 
onn'Bibless This Montague being the Kings Chaplane was order- 
ed dy nis Rey tel Mafter, to write a Confutation thereof, which 
 obftruRted the Popiſh months, that they dream d not of any Reply, 
pettell upon this piece of carnal polley, to glveita new Title ( a8 
if ir had never been confuted) . and that was, The Touch ftone of 
the Reformed -Goſpe!, which it bears to chis very day. But to 
recurn to our great Champion, notwithſtanding, that in the eyes 
of all fober and 3 Proteſtants, he had even to admit - 
tion bafffed the 


opelins, both from Scripture, Aptiquiry aph 
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Ward and Mr. Later, who lybelled him in F. r int, as guilty-of 
d.verſs points of Popety and Arminianiſm, which they pretend · 

ed to find in his Book, whereupon he wrot his Apology termed 
Appello Cæſarem, wheren he appeals to his Royal Maſter, if 


thoſe Quarelſome Brethren had not been ſeeking Nadum in Sir po; 


STO EET IS 39% ( 5% 
Reaton.z.' yet there, were two oiflemiog. Brethren, 
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by calling that Popery, which no judicious Proteltanr ever Ima · 
gined it to be; and tis worth the while 80 give one of his Inſtan- 
ces to the purpoſe, wherein the Reader will find a very Quick 
Repartee, for he was Satyrick enough I in 

The Romanift had-averred-in:his Book, that the Proteſtancs 
are ſo ftrict laced as to teach, that Things Adiaphorogs in their 
own Nature become Sinful, when enjoyned and Obeyed in Ode. 
diente to Authority, which imports, that they look upon them 
as duties and fo many incroachments are made both by Church 
and State upon Chriſtian liberty, Montague anſwers this very 
pertinently, . That there be tap many in the World, who are 
tSuperſtitious in avoiding Superſlilion; they being equally guilty 
f Superfficion, ho account things, indifferent. io thelr own.na- 
ute, as duties or. who lock pon them as. Sinful prefiices, both 
being Supra Statufum; For nothing Irie a duty, but what 
is commanded, and ee but what is fer bidden; For 
where there fag Law ( ſaith the Apolile } hg is notranſereſ« 
den; but when, things. indifferent are Ordered 10 be done dy 2 
Lanta Rofl A Saunen State (tar it whey thave 
not ſd my I now they ye nothing } we are determined to 
the praftice, but Fill lefrar Liberty 19. ge ibem indiffreent in 
heir own Natute, and. we ate alſo ſet at liberty as cs the practice, 
if pur Superiours think it fit, to alter their Order the very 
nent day, and thus he ſhurs up þ at Pazagraph ; and I am confi- 
927 there Is hot any ..wiſe and Leatnef - Proteſtanc chat thinks 0: 
Aber ways. oo | * 1 £78 
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| Now the promiſedRepartee follows; Theſe diſſenting Brethren 
Charge him as a Coyner of Lyes, it being a manifeſt Ulntruth 
C {aid they) that all Proteſtants are of his Opinion for we could 
roduce the atteſtation of 1000, to the dire contrary of what he 
th ſo boldly averted, 3nd we hope he wii! not deny, that we 


are 
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are Protgfiants, and Senlaquently two of that number, who are 
ready to bear wicneſs againli him. To this he anſwered in very 
few words, but ſmart enough : Gentlemen, ye are exceedingly 
 miffaken, if ye think I meant by you, or many thouſands of 
your Sect, and if ye will. be at che pains to read over my words 
_ agvio, they will immediatly undeceive you, for I aſſerted oaly, 
that al wiſe and Learned Proteſtants are of my opinion: And 
as for your Charge of Arminianiſm, I will onee give you io much 
ſatisfaQtion,that 1 declate ia verbs Saterdoris, ( for theſe were his 
Formalia verha ) that I never knew Jacobus Arminius by face, nor 
ever read one line of any of his Books, but if it be the Doftrine of 
the Primitive Fathers, which ye call Arminianiſm, I cannot help 
thar, for their enemies were too apt to Nick-name them, even 
in their own times: Thus St. Cyprian was called Caprian, and the 
Great Athanaſius branded with the Odious Title of Satanaſſus by 
the Implacable Ariant. 2 8 
Yet the malice of theſe Jifſeming Brethren refied not here, for 
having occaſion of a Parlizgment, which they judged very favour- 
able to their opinions, by their privat Inſtigation, that great ſoul 
was cited before them, under the Notion of Hereſy : how ſoon 
he appeared, he deſired the benetir of Law, that his aceuſers might 
be produced to make good their Charge againſt him, eiiber by his 
own words and that by the teſtimony of habile witneſſes who 
beard him utter eny heretical Docttiae, or by thoſe writings which 
he owned, fince we find a Noble Roman telling us in Holy Scrip- 
ture, that it was not their faſhion to Condemn any man till he 
have the accuſers face to face (which is to be underſtood of an 
accuſation of Hereſy laid by the Jets to St. Pauls Charge ). 1 
know my Clandeſtine aecufers very well, ( {aid the bold Pannel) 
and let them now appear, for 1 will undertake /zb quovis pericu - 
to, to diſcover them before this honourable Court to be groſs Ig · 
norants and that 1 have aſſerted nothing in any Books, that ever 1 
owned, but what was Conſonaar, not only to Holy Scripture, but 
alſo the Unanimous Doctrine and praQtice of the Primitive Chrꝛeh, 
which 1 always judge to be the beſt Commentary we have upon 
the Holy Scriptur | 
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Tho the &ecuſers were called for, yet they had not rhe Con- 
fdenes to appear, fearing, C iv eme) the fare of Parreclur in 
bis cooflift with the Trojan Her, cho he was fortified with 
the Armour of Achilles, hie was accounted. Invincible, for 
they dreaded excsedingly the great Leamivg,. Eloquence and He. 


- noick Spirſt of cheir Antagoni#, whereby be did almoft infinicly 


excell themſetves; yer there was 4 young Commiſſioner to that 
Parliament, who had never been In any Gourt before, who pref- 
led the procedure of the Judiratory zgainſt the Pannal, on the 
grounds of the privat Information, they had already received; 
for this firipling had 2 Zeal bur not according to knowledge: 
whereupon Mrs. Montagus thus beſpoke the Maſter Speaker of the 
fouſe.of Commons, to the great admiration of all the Hearers; 
doubt not, ſaid he, bur many here do know, and all judges 
{{hauld know, that à Judge, anAceuſer, and a Witnefs are incompa- 
*tible in one perſon, or any two of them, if we believe either the 
Civil or Canon Law, the Municipal Laws of the Land, the Law 
"of God, the Law of Narure and Right Reaſcn ; for if it were 
not ſo, the Inviſible accuſer may ſhufle himſelt in, to become a 
'yiſible Judge: the experience of the Age having taught us, that 
*his is pratticadle, and then the transformed Accuſer tranſports the 
hidden malice of his heart to the bench, which ought to be ſo fe- 
'Tene and Sacred, 2» to be void of all Carnal paſſions whatſoever - 
As people are ordered, faith Plstarch, to put off their Shoes be- 
ore they enter into ſome Femptes, fo all incorrupt Judges ſhould 
mould leave all their affections behind them at the door of their 
Court. On which account Juſtice is ufually painted blind; there- 
[fore ſuch a Rampart Aﬀeſtor ſhould be degraded from the bench 
*0 the barr, where he may yomir his renome legally, under the 
Notion of an Aceufer, providing he tefotre to abide. the /ex Tali- 
*onis, it he fail in his probmion; hut if none will ſuſtain the per⸗ 
'fon of an Obert ccuſer, rhefe inviolable Rules of Law and Ju- 


ice cught to take place, Sine Legrrime arcuſatore nemo inter re. 


os en recipiendus; and that other, accuſatore deficiente, peus 4b. 
ſolvitus: Whereupon this BoldPannal was Cifmilſed much to his 
honour, ard nolels to the Reproach of bis Fugitive Accuſers. 


Ve. 
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We have dwelt the longer on this Charafter, in regard of a cons 
fetence betwtxt 3 or 4 Virraof, how toon this Pamphler 47 
publici juris, for each one of them had his feyeral Cenſure of our 
Author; the firft bluſtred our theſe bombaſied words ( ex bypo- 
.. thefi that this great man wers yet alive, and that he had noticed 
this Succedaveons to Mr. Se/den, with a Quantum mutatus gb 
3110, In regard of his great deficiency as to Offenfive and Deſenſive 
Arms ) he, I fsy, éxpreſſed himſelf in ihat new Coined Phraſe, 
that he would have Satyrized him to death, alluding to that Ro- 
man Poet, who Rymed a filly Citizen of Rome to Death, becauſe 
he would nor make him his Son in Law: and that Montague had 
as Sarcaltick a Talent as any of his Age ( ſubjoyned he) may ex- 
fily appear, from his moſt pickant rs agatnit the Papiſts in 
his Gagger Gagę d, againſt the Diſſenters in his Appello Cæſarem, 
againſt Baromus in vis Annotations on his Voluminous Annals; 
and finally againſt the great Lawyer Selden, with all bis Sea of 
Protei & Vertumni, e 15 
The 2d. Opin'd, that he would pity him with that compaſſion, 
which the people of Troy had for young Troilus, when they ſaw 
kim reſolute to fight with the [ovineivie Achi//es, ( ard that in 
the abſence of his Brother. Hellar) fome termed him 72fwlx 
puer, and others concluded, that ſueh an Im par Congreſſus would 
prove fatal to him, the truth of which prediction, wis within few 
| minuts verified by the Rvent. 

The 34. compared him with his Jo Pear to the focliſh Em- 
perour Caligala C tho he knew not if he had a Cæſonia io give 
him a Phiiter) this diſtraded Prince (ſaid he) raiſed a great 
Army at Rome, in order to the ſubduing the Revolted Britains to 
their Old Maſters the Romans; but having come the length of 
Batavia, there he lifted, and having given Order to Mahal his 
Army, 28 it he had been inſtantiy to rarcounter fome formidable 
Enemy, he there ordered them all / for it was upon the Sea fide) 
to fall to, and let every wan gather as many Perwinkles and 
Cockle ſhells, as pofiibly they could, then urots home to his 
Tegata Mancipia (for thus he termed his Slaviſh Senat at Rome ) 

to prepare a moſt Solemn Triumph fer bim, and his my, who 
were. advancing with the Spoils of the Conquered Ocean. f 
UT 


( 96 ) OE! | 
But the laſt gave his Verdid in very few words; | yet as ſub- 
ftantial as any of the former: l am fully perſwaded,-1aid he, 
chat tho Montague was Cholerick enough, yet that he was a very 
Generous Soul, and that he would have looked down with no 
leſs diſdain upon this little, impotent, new Author, than the 
Great $rillinzfleet did upon our Doftor Rule; and to have made 
no more deeds nor words of ir, than that noble Emperour who. 
perceiving his deſpicable Enemy, ſaid only thus, 20 dignus 
Caſaris ia, | 5 | St 
We have now done with our Animadverſions on that which our 
Author terms his Hiſtory of Tithes, tho it had been a more pro- 
per denotnination to have call'd it, The Battery of ſuch a man, le. 
velled againft the antient patrimony of theChurch: The greatRoman 
Orator gives us this Character of a good Hiſtorian, Ne guid falſi 
audeat, & ne quid veri non audeat, meaning, that it is the part of 
an approved Hiſtorian io narrate Rem Geſtam, even all matters 
of Faet with ali due Circumſtances, which ought to be knows, 
faithfully and Impattially, without Fead or favour to any, Liker 
to an Upright Scribe, than a Moroſe Ariſtarchus: for they ate 
Jultly accounted the beſt Hiftorians who  ſeldomeſt interpoſe 
their own judgements, either by way of comimendation or repronf, 
but remit it to the centorious Warld, to become either Satyriffs 
or Pancgyriſts: on which account C as ſome ſuppoſe 3 Moſes (tho 
faithful in all the Houſe of God) forbore to give any Cenſuie of 
the palpable Immoralities of ſome of the old Parriarebs, becauſe 
in thoſe Narratives, he was only acting the part of an Hiſto- 
But for our pretended Hiſtotian, a Pythagorean would be apt to 
imagine from that Grange Fermentation, which appeared in him, 
that there was a Metempſychoſis of a Momas or Zuoilus into him: 
A Poet would come in wich his A#craworpho/is of ſome monſtru- 
ous produttion: but without any poetical Fancy, he may be truly 
faid to have transformed himſelf from an Hiforian to an Apolo + 
gifts and ſuch an unchriſtian Apology, as hot only endeavours to 
Juſtify a very bad AQ, but doth applaud it; For what more im 
plous injuſtice cap be imagined, than for a Man to rob his God, 
and all they who do ſuch aboninadle things, or cake pleaſure = 
| | 7 thoſe 
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thoſe who do them, have good reaſon to fear that they fhall have 

a large hare of that woe denounced by the Propher, in the name 
of that great God who is a conſuming Fire to ail the workers of 
Iniqulty, We may find it in 1/azab,c.V. v. 20. Woe unto them who 
call Evil Good and Good Evil, wh» put Darkne(s for Ligbe, and 
* fer Darkneſs, that put Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet for 

Hier - 94 : : | ; { 

Let us now .- foſ'owing our Author, deſcend to the ſolemn ln; 

terment of that ans/ent Parrimony of the Church, 1 mean thoſe 
Tirhes which were in poſſeſſion of Chureh · men, either by draw- 
ing ipſa corpora, or by ſetting Tacks to the Poſſeſſors of ſuch 
Lands, during their Lifetime, and five years after their Death, with 
the conſent of the Patron, and three without ir: As for Biſhops 
their Tacks extended to 18 years Simpliciter, for they were pre- 
ſumed to de old Men, before they were advanced to that Eminen- 
cy in che Church, all which are flown up by that unhappy Ac of 
Valuation; There is indeed a great difference betwixt a ſpeeula - 
tive deſtruction and a praUtical, but where they are ſtrongly uni - 
ted, A God have mercy upon is, may be written on the Doors of 
all rhefe who are ſubjected to both. When l degan theſe Anim- 
 adverſions 1 deligned ( favente numine ) to have given my Semi · 
ments at large concerning this Tragical Subject, but having al- 
moſt run my ſelf out of Breath, in purſuit of thoſe ines fatur, 1 
- mean a number of airy Squibs thrown at random, I fell into ſuch 
a Fatigue, that I began to reflect upon the advice of a Poetical 
Phyſician, who among the reſt of his Anodynes, which C 10 uſe his 
own Words ) /enibus medicantur anbelis, he preſcribes Reſt of 
Body and Mind, as a ſovereign Narcotick againſt rhe Laſ-iiude of 
boch: Therefore l determined to be very brief on the Cataſtro- 
phe of the Tragedy, that I may neither any more weary the 6an- 
did Reader or my ſelf, | | j 

Let for all my haſte, l cannot but notice a miſtake of our Author 
concerning the Vicarage or ſmall Teinds, that they may be valu- 
ed without the content of the Vicar, as well as the Great againſt 
the Will of the Titalar, whereas the 4d of Parliament expreſiy 
_ declares the ſmall Tirhes unvaluable, if ſo be the Vicar bath been 
in poſſeſzion, time out of mind, — — ipſa er pora, which is 


ſuch 


| | LE iis ar initio. 

ſuch a certain Truth, that a Friend of mine did reduce 4 Decrevt 

of Valuation, ingroſſing both grest and ſmall Tiexds (which an 
Heritaut (by an Apparizjon of Angels to the Clerk) had obtained 
Clandeſlinely J It was I ſay reduced ex e capite, becauſe ſuch 
- Vicarage Tiends could not be valued : which Reduction was 
carried on a little before. the laſt Revolution; in which Commlf- 
ſion it is poſsible, that there might have been ſome there, who 
= were apt fo apprehend ( when the great Tirdes were named as 
1 the ancient Pauimony of the Church ) that they were part ef the 
= Rage of Popery, and that there was ſome hidden deſign to retrive 
| that old Genileman of Rome, with all his Retinue and Baggage. 
= An othet prejudice is that of Se/f-intereft : For the French have a 
j true Proverb, hat any thing will lie, except Intereſt, which will 
never lie; Yea our Higblanders have a common Maxim to this 
ſame purpole, that they cannot endure that Man, who would take 
a byte of their Bannock 5 and who doubts but that there be ma- 
ny Low Countrey Men who would put their hands to that bar- 
barous Creed: for it is to be underſtood of all their Poſſeſsions, 
whether per fas aut nefas. But let us retutn to the valuation 
of the great Tiends, of which we are only concerned to diſcourſe 
at this time, the Tragieal account whereof our Author uſhers in 

Tomewhat comically, as in | 4 : 

Pag. 7. Our Law never allowed the Feuing of Tithes fince 
the Lateran Council, which fome hold to be that under Alex» 
ander 2d anno 179: and others that Later an under Pope Innocent 
2d anno 1215. And 1 doubt if any Feus of Tithes can be found 
in Scotland, that are anteriour to the lateſt of theſe Caurcilt But 
our Author imagines, that he hath found a ſufficient /a/vo for 
both, even a Panaceaga Panchreſton, and Catapantical Remedy for 
all thoſe Maladies,in thoſe few Words, [*From which time our 
Law never allowed the feuing of Tithes, till that Rational ln» 
novation introduced by K, Charles 1ſt, which undoudtedly is to 
be underſtood of the ft of Surrender ( as it was termed ) one 
part whereof, did ordain all Laicks who C viis & modis) had got 
poſſsſsion of their Neighbours Tithes, to fell them to rhe Heri- 
tot of the Land, at nine years Purchaſe; Which ( ex Hhypotbæeſi 
that the true Original Titular could not, Rebzs fie ſtantibus, 1 


fibly be reſtored. 1 judge this tohave been a very che ritable AR 
pro logo E tempore, that they who had committed à great Error 
in the firſt Concoction, ſhould not be permitted to uſurp any more 
upon their more innocent Neighbours, but that even theſe ſhould 
reaß ſore Benefit by that Maxim ot Law, in par: jure, melior ef 
conditio poſſudentss, | 5 | 
The other brand Branch of that AR of Surrexders concerned 
| \hefe great Tizhes, which were in the poſſeſsion of Eccleflaſticke 
by drawing «ither the ipſa Corpora, or by ſetting of Tacks as they 
thought fit. Theſe eould not be fold, becauſe Church. Men are only 
uſu frudluaries, but the Heritor was allowed to value them before 
the Kirk Commiſſion & 10 pay the fifth part of his real Rent to the 
Titular in compenſation of his Great Trends, without Conſidetia- 
tion ofthe Viearage Tither, ( tho one Author Inſinuats the Con- 
trary but ere I proteed any further, I muſtUndeceive him as to his 
Calculation; even ſuppoſe the fifch part of the true Rant weie 2s 
truely payed; for tho? Pag: 441 he there tells us, that, It is Non- 
ſenſe to ſay, tht the Herltor hath no prejudice by paying the 
*frh part of his Rent. I muſt take the boldneſs to tell him, chat it 
is Non · ſenſe to ſay, that the Titular ſuſtaines No prejudice when 
the ſame is faithfuily done, and that upon many accoants; but 
here l ſhall only make it appear, that our Author is n good A4rith- 

metician, and that by the Old Scots way of calculating the pro» 
portion of the growth of the land, which ought to be payed yezr- 
ly to the Heritor, they mike a Tripartit diviſion, by ihres words 
Somewhat Barbarous, Souing, Gnawing, Mawing; the fiiſt Im- 
ports, that the 3d part of rhe Cropt ſhould be laid aſide for Sows 
ing the land the next year; the 24 Implies that another 24 pare 
ſhould be allowed to the Farmer for Maintenanee of his Family 
and beafts Neceſſary for bis Labour: The laſt 3d being due to 
the Land-Jord.Now let any Puny Arithmerician compare the 57 
part of One of the 341, with the Tenth of all Three, and he will 
find the Titalar a Conſicerable loſer, luppoſe the 5th part of the 
Real Rent did entirely fall into his Coffers, bur that tis very tar 

from that will-3ppear by and * e 

That fatal Ad of Surtenders being the Tmmediat conſequence of 
that AQ ol Revocation, made by King Charles 1. in the firit 
Jeaf. 
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year of his Reign, we are concerned to diſconrſe a little concern - 

ing chat Great but Greatly afflited Prince, whoſeUnparalelled ſuf- 
ſerings from his own ſudjects, afforded him ſufficient Occaſion to 
attain the Greateſt honour, that ever a Chriſtian Prince had upon 
Earth; and that is, to be the fewefi Removes from that moſt excel- · 
lent Pattern of IAeekneſs and Paijence , that ever was in the 
World, and that was the Great Prince of Righteousneſs and Peace: 
and when it is Confideredgghat the ſaid King Charlerdyed a Mat- 
' tyr for the Church, ( biknemies themſelves being Fadges ) who 
can poſſibly be ſo Uncharitable, as Once to Imagine, that this 
Royal Mariys ever entertained a bad deſign againſt Our Church? 
but fince there may be a valt difference, betwixt Iatentio operan · 
tis & finis Operis, 1 ſhall next, but very briefly give an account 
to the Reader, how this Gieat lover of the Church, and a great 
abhorrer of the dilapidarion of its Patrimony, was ſo trepaned by 
the bad Counſels of ſome, whom he truſted too much, yet 
getting that Unhippy Act of Surrenders, Once Authorized by 
his Authority, they have taken Occaſion therefrom, to verify that 
priediQtian of the Scor:/þ Clergy, Mentioned by our Author pag 256 
that the Commiſſion of Sutrenders would undo the Church: 
For among the Reſt of the Miſfortunes of this Untortunaer 
Prince, whereby he reſembled the Saviour of the World, it was 
not the leaſt, io have Unfaithful Friends and Servants. King Da- 
vid a Man according to Gods own heart, was in this ( as in many 
things elſe 1a type of that Bleſsed Emmanuel, be who did eat of 
my bread did lift up bis beel againſt ne, with whom we took 
{acer Council togerher,and went urto the houſe of God in Com- 
pany: this is generally Interpreted of Ahitophel, who is juſtly 
termed a prefiguration of the traicor Fudasztuch an Abitophel, ſuch 
a Judas, was that Kings great Counſellor, his Advocat and Man 
of Law, whom his Maſter truſted Infinitly more than hoe deſer- 
ved, there being ſuch a fatality in the matter, that his greareſt 
Truſtees were obſerved, by his lamenting Friends, to be the great- 
eſt Knaves in Britain, and whoſoever deſites a larger Character 
of the perfidiouſneſs of this great lawyer, let him peruſe the Me- 
moits of a Moſt lagenuous Soul; I mean Gurbry Biſhop of Dux. 
tell, hete 2 Pyrbo or ihe gteateſt ſceprick ip all the World _ 
| 3 
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find . abundant Conviftion, that there could not be ons grain 
Weight of true honeſty. in that Man, who contributed his Out · 
moſt Endeayours (tho like a Mole under Ground) not only to 
blow up the Patrimony of the Church, but totally to ruin both 
Church and State, and his Royal Maſter in the end. | 

He Undermined the Ancient Patrimony of'the Church by cons. 
ſulting that AQ of Surrenders: for that Conſtrained valuation of 
the Tithes of the Church, hath been found (at /caft by the coemt ) © 
to be of ſuch a deleterious Quality, that all the poiſon of Nubia 
could hardly Operat more Speedily on the Natural Body, chan 

dis hath done on the Eceleſiaſtick, So that how ſoen that 
prodigious Mereor appeared, Judicious ſpectators had fore 
reaſon to cry out, hodie venenum infuſum eſt Eceleſiæ, the Atro- 
77 7 1 of the Church Patrimony becoming inſtant - 
viſible. . „ | ; 

'1 ſhall now make appear what was formerly Inſinuated, That this 
forced valuation of Tithes, under pretence of paying the fifth part 
of the real Rent for them, hath Mouldered them away almoſt to 
juſt Nothing. Our Author hints a little at this, Pag. 398. 
but rathet by way of Excuſe han regrate, his words are theſe: 

- © The fifth ( meaning the Real rent payed to the Heritor J is 
*the Jepal value put upon the Par ſonagt Tithes. But then ſome 
7 deduetion vſeth tobe given rs the Heritor, upon the Account of 
© Indufirial and Coſtly Improvemems of the Gtound, by Liming, 
Dunging or Other ways, Cc. Then he gives two Inſtances of 
favours obtained before the Commiſſion, the One is of the Heritors 
of Dambar,upon the Account of Sc Mar e bought from that Town, 
and the other of Compoſt ( Mack, as he words it) bought from 
Edinbargh for che dunging of the land thereabout: Now witnef- 
ſes having deponed, that the land would not have yielded fo much 

it it had wamed che ſaid Gooding; therefore the Commiſſion, 

—— fit to give the Reſpettive Heritors ſome eaſe upon that 

count. | | | Tc FN 

But let us ſuppoſe a Parſon or Titular of the great Tithes, 

when he is about to draw Ip/2 Corpora in regard of Immemorial 

Poſſeſſion (whoſe night, was founded in Fore (ommuni be ſote 

that Unhappy Act of — & is thus iccoaſted by 1 — 

E e „E. 6 8 
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Labourer: Bir, I have been at great expence in Manurlng this 
Landyſor fome times I buy Lime, ſometimes Sea-Ware, or Muck, 
from the moſi contiguous Burgh, at leaff} I made uſe of Peaſe 
every other Year, of Muck-fea!, without which, we would nos 

have ſuch abundance of , withcut n Miracle; Therefore 
I hope you will not draw the Ienth Sheaf from me, but will be 
_ evatent with-leſs, left I cauſe you get much lefs the next year jor 
want of gooding to the Land. Nom A Titular ot any ſenſe would 
not fail to retuto him this Anſwer - Friend, do you not Rao, 
That if your Land produce nothing, 1 will get nothing, and ſince 
the Providence of God will have me to ſywpathlze with you in 
_ your Ad verſity, there is very gocd reafon for it, that 1 have a 
ſhare with you in your Proſperity: and if you be truly grateful 

1 God, the Giver of ail Good, you yvould rather offer him more 
than you uſe to do in & bad yeer ( for vvhat you pay to the 
Church is given to God) I mean a ere proportion of your 
Growth,becauſe he hath bleſſed te Nine parts much more abun» 
davtiy, than he uſeth to do; and 1 mult further demand of yau, 
would you not think a Neighbour Ridiculous, who having gone 

to « Murker, and bought a great Flock of Sheep at a very dear 

Rate, who ſhould conclude, That beetuſe of his great Expence, 
the V:8ar the next year, would not find in his heart to exadt the 
Tenth of Woo! or Lamb from him? but it you will ponder.the. rea- 
ſon vyhich 1 have juſt novy given yen, your Diſeourſe tome vyill 
appear more ridiculous, , ot; > 
And ſo it would to any ſober Jem, if you [bould tell him that 
when they dwelt in the 3 Land, you would have deem'd 
that Man a Fool, who being at great Ex pence to labour his Land, 
and having reaped double or triple to a lazy Neighbour, Who 
had the fame proportion of Ground, and as good Soyl too if 
he knew how to manage it atight, if you ſhould judge bim fool 
iſh who hath the bef} Cropt, eo give more under th: Notion of 
Ae ſi fruits, than his Infrogal Neigtibour t fince the Marc lam 
had left he Zora arbirrary ) a ſober Few would judge your 


ſelt io be nothing elſe, but an ingrate tool, in ſpeaking at that 
Rate, | 5 Sy 


But this word Rate minds me again of our Author, who vom 


* 


fs nn OE A. Gn 
appears to be an 4dyocar of the /irf? Rate, or a Star of the fr 
Magnitude, for being ſo ill acquaint with many. other Modes of 
Deialeation or Diminution C in favours of the Heritours ) before 
the Commiſſion, for the greateſt pleaders at the Bar, uſually 
think it below-them to wait on chat Court, in regard of the un · 
certainty of their Diets, or of a ur], when ſome of them do 
meet: Expertocrede Roberto, Experience is the reputed School- 
Matter of fools , and I am ſure the Experience was. not very 12. 
freſhful to me 3 but the Leffon 1 learned in that School, was of 
-more unreaſonable Methods, for the eaſe of the Heritour, and 
ditett dilapidstion of che Tithes, viz. ſame allowance multi be 
made ſor is Tenants Houſes ( and very conſiderable too, conk- 
dering what Hebjrarians they uſually have) another DeduQti- 
on for the Grefs ibeir Mafter allowes, and a 34 for their Moſs, 
all which are highly rated before the Court, tho a Man at home 
might buy all theſe Accommodations with a Summ not exceed · 
ing the loweſt of any of 4heſe Proportions, and that without ma- 
ny Words, or aty prigging zt all. e 3 
1 confeſs, there is an old Scets Proverb, à well duig Bairn 
dares not Greetz yei I dare not foxbear( for Truths fake, and in 
hope of ſome amendment) that 1 admired” ro fiod none of 
hole Heretcys pleadiog for a large Diminution upon the account 
ok Sreel=Bor Tenants, even ſuch who ate ſo far behind the hand, 
that the Mafier muſt furvith them mich Seed to ſow the Ground, 
and with Herſe and Oxeo, without which,ie cannot be 1abour- 
ad: It is poſlidle this may he, kept, as a Reſerve: (but that poli- 
cy Is needleſs, fioce the former Modes will ferve the Turn, end 
do the Jobb ſufficiently, if managed with a cunning hand; 1o 
that our Author needed not have told the World again and again, 
That when by the Att of Parliament 1 59 


o * 3. That the Caſbiered 
Patron to make ſome Compenſatian to bin, was made Tra 7 the 


Tiends of that Pariſh, which he had formerty patrocin d theretor 
the Parſon becoming a meer Stipendiaty, the old — l. 
me debentur farocho, is in a manner inverted to the Tune of 
decmæ debentur Patrono: But l muff cake the boldneis, to tell 
the Titular, Whether it be Parſon or Patron, that as the Caſe 
2 he is. but megn; neminis Umbra, and has Nomen fi 


2 


ne 
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II ſhall ſhut up this tedious diſſertation with an old Rory; and 
make ſome application of it, and.ſo have done. It concerns the 
Famous Thehean Legion, and often cited by the paſſive obedience 
men, which” was (briefly this: When Marimianus Herculeus 

(Cullegue in the Empire with Diocle/fan,& the erueleſt of the two) 
- crolled the A/pr with his Army, he reſolved to compel! all his 
Souldiers the next morning to Sacrifice to his Imaginary Gods, the 
_ Thebean Legion being informed of Ach febgn, withdrew very ear - 
ly adont eight miles from the Cainp, a 


return in obedience to their Emperours Order, he gave 2 New Order 


to decimat them all, that is, to put everytenth man of chem to Death: 
& to mike a long Tale ſhort;by reiterated Jecimarions he left not 
one of them alles, tho it was a compleat Raman Legion vis, (5666. 
Some think them fools, that beiog ent of the Tyrantsceath, they 
did not remove in Obedie 
leall) when ye are per ſetuied in one City flee to an other. for they 
might eafily have withdrawn to The bai, ot upper opt, theit Na- 
tive Couhtrey, whence Conffantine the Great would ſpeedily have 
called for them, and rewarded them for fly ing from ſuch 2 
_ Metititeſs'Tyrant'; but others Took upon the whole narrative as a 
meer fig ton, never heard of in the World, till about 200-years 
after that Tragedy was ſald to be acted, no: withſtanding Lactanti. 
«s and: Euſebius were liviog at that very time; and tho in their 
 Martyrologics they have noticed much Minuter Matters; yet of 
that gieat Carnage, ner? quidem, oo bo 
But whether it be nue or Romantick, it gffords the ſame mo- 


— 


rality to my purpoſe, viz, Call theſe Aeſalcitions from the fifth 
Parc of the Herirours Rent, Heductiont, Diminutions, Deciſions, 
Defecations, Diſtts Sion, or what you will, I will ever after this 
call them Hercule decimationt, which being reiterated, will 
bring the celeſſuſt ie Legion to juſt nothing: But leaſi I be . 

verwhelmed with 2 Hats derumanus, I Hall cloſe abruptly, 
without minding any other Apology, to obviat the imputation uf 
Malice-ar ill Will, of being, Nimis Curioſus in Aliens Republi 

ce, or that 1 -deterve to be ranked, inter homines mae feriatos, 
than the defence ot ihat old Philoſopher, ( once accounted the 
principal Secretary of Nature 8 for F ny his Old Maſter, | 

_ Amicus Soctates, .Amicus-Plato, Jed_macis amiga veritas. 
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when they would dot 


nee” to our Saviours commaed-(counſel at 


